We bring good news 



S 


Archbishop’s 
spring visit 


Dr George Carey 
will be in the 
Oxford Diocese 
from March 2 to 
5. Full programme 
inside 



A MESSAGE TO THE OXFORD DIOCESE 


'One of the things Eileen and I particularly 
look forward to each year are the visits we 
make to two or three dioceses in this 

I country.These give us an opportunity to 
enter into the life of the diocese and the 
community it serves, and to share with the 
Bishop in his ministry.The programme for 
the days we will be spending with you in 
March looks very interesting indeed, and we 
look forward to meeting many of you during 
that time. May God bless your work richly in 
the coming months/ + George Cantuar 


T he Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd 
and Right Honourable Dr George Carey is to 
spend four days in the Oxford Diocese from 
Tuesday March 2 until Friday, March 5. He will be 
accompanied by his wife, Eileen. 

A wide-ranging programme will take Dr Carey to 
all three Archdeaconries. It has been carefully 
planned to give him a sense of the life and work of 
the Diocese and the community which it serves. 

The Archbishop’s schedule will include a visit to 
Oxford’s Nightshelter where he will meet represen- 
tatives from organisations working with the 
homeless, a civic lunch at Reading’s new football 
stadium, and a discussion on rural issues in Hook 
Norton brewery. He will also call in at Diocesan 
Church House to have lunch with the staff and to 
take part in a presentation on ‘Education and 
Training for Mission in the Oxford Diocese’. This is 
the first time that an Archbishop of Canterbury has 
made an official visit to the Oxford Diocese. Dr 


Carey has said that he wishes to meet as many peo- 
ple as possible. Of necessity most of the events are 
by invitation only but Dr Carey will give public lec- 
tures at Reading Minster and at the Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes. He will also 
visit two Church of England Schools in Witney. 

The Bishop of Oxford welcomes him 

‘We welcome Dr and Mrs Carey and hope that dur- 
ing their visit we will be able to give them a flavour 
of the rich diversity of our life in this large Diocese,’ 
said the Bishop of Oxford. ‘This is an important and 
exciting occasion in our life together. It will enable 
the Archbishop to share with us his vision for the 
Church of England as we approach the Millennium 
and also provide an opportunity to raise public 
awareness of the work of the Church in the wider 
community. His visit will also be an encouragement 
to those who serve the Church with dedication,* the 
Bishop said. 


Local Christian group launch ethical gas at a competitive price 


Fai r gas 
for all 

T his month sees the launch of a brand new concept 
in gas supply for domestic gas consumers in 
Britain. The new approach has been pioneered by a 
group of Christian energy experts living in the Diocese 
of Oxford in order to meet one of the most pressing eth- 
ical issues raised by competition in the utilities market. 

The problem is that whilst competition has tended to 
lower prices for those who use the most gas, typically 
direct debit and quarterly payment customers, it has 
raised the price of gas for pre-payment meter customers. 
Meter users are often amongst those with the lowest 
disposable incomes. The Gas Consumers’ Council in a 
recent report concluded that pre-payment meters were 
‘increasingly . . . concentrated in low income groups’, 
and that ‘single parent households are also heavy users 
of prepayment meters’. 


Philip Levermore, an energy professional working with 
Nuclear Electric, and Hugh Lee, an energy consultant 
and former deputy chief economist with British Coal 
teamed up with Simon Heron, a futures trader, and 
Richard Thomas, the Diocesan Communications Officer, 
to create EBICo Limited non-profit making Equitable 
Billing Company - specifically to address this problem. 

EquiGas offer one price 

They believe that the competitive market itself can be 
used to correct the problem, by creating a gas tariff that 
competes on the basis of care for the common good, 
rather than directly on price. So does the board of 
Southern Electric Gas, who have agreed to supply the 
new tariff, which will be called EquiGas. 

EquiGas will provide one single price for all cus- 
tomers, regardless of how they pay. The price will be 
competitive, but it will not give an unfair advantage to 
large users, nor penalise pre-payment meter customers. 
And for good measure, the EquiGas tariff will have no 
standing charge, which always disadvantages the small 
user. Even the energy minister, John Battle, is enthusias- 
tic. Earlier this year he wrote: ‘We particularly welcome 
any proposals for addressing the Government’s con- 
cerns about ensuring the equitable distribution of the 
benefits of competition, especially in respect of disad- 


vantaged customers. The scheme described in your 
response appears to offer an equitable tariff. 

‘The basic philosophy is simple,’ explains Richard 
Thomas. ‘Whilst competition has clearly lowered prices, 
competition itself does not have to be based on giving 
the lowest price to the largest users. Extensive market 
research has shown that a large number of people really 
do care for their neighbours on low incomes, and are 
willing to switch to a gas tariff that shares the benefits 
of competition fairly and equitably. Until now they 
haven’t been able to exercise this choice. This is a new 
way of using the competitive market to generate a fairer 
system of gas supply’. 

The more direct debit and quarterly customers who 
sign up for the EquiGas tariff, the more funds will be 
generated for all the EquiGas customers. These funds 
will be ploughed straight back into the tariff in the 
form of a rebate, so that everyone benefits. The rebate 
will be independently audited, and the whole operation 
will be subjected to regular ethical audits as well. 

Open to all domestic consumers 

The EquiGas tariff is launched this month, and is open 
to any domestic gas consumer whether or not they have 
switched from British Gas. See also the advertisement 
on page 9, or the EBICo web site: www.ebico.co.uk 


A N ALTOGETHER preferable alternative 
to plug-in smells, aerosol sprays, or 
noxious “joss-sticks’: One Aromatics - 
easy to use, lively and fresh aromas... 

Instead of the usual synthetics, these aromatic sticks are made 
from natural essential oils and wood resins . They are also free 
from the heavy carrier-agents of more familiar “joss-sticks". 

The result is far fresher and more lively aromas. 

WHAT TO CHOOSE? There are twelve fragrances, so it 
depends on mood and the required atmosphere: Amber is 
smooth and reflective. Lemongrass is fresh and tangy. Rose 
is sweet and seductive. Real Frankincense is the traditional 
incense for meditation. Sandalwood purifies and invigorates. 


For home interiors, aromatic 
sticks with natural essential oils 
are considered the most effective 
and convenient way to circulate 
the fragrances. 


One Aromatics are made by a society of village artisans in 
southern India. .Aiming for the best possible results, they have 
gone back to a traditional method, but added their own 
enhancements to the original formula to keep the freshness of 
the natural essential oils and improve the way the fragrance is 
carried into the air. 

The artisans’ society exists to help build up the total wellbeing of 
the community. As well as good earnings for the artisans, part of 
the proceeds are helping re-launch the village school 


i like these have 
been preferred for centuries as 
the natural way to heighten the 
spirit, bring peace to the mind 
and calm to the nerves. 


one 


ARBMATIGS 


From One Village Woodstock, and stockists throughout the country 


A a P ecial offer: please send £11 for a 
parcel of 12 fragrances, 12 sticks of each, 
post paid from: 

One Village (Door offer), 
Freepost, Charlbury, 0X7 3BR 
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Bind us together and help us to listen 

Diocesan Synod report by Christine Zwart 


T here was a remarkable moment 
at the Diocesan Synod at St 
Andrew’s Church, High 
Wycombe on November 28. A pro- 
foundly deaf Reader, Ken Dyson 
‘signed’ an address, the Revd Roger 
Williams, Chaplain to the Deaf, inter- 
preted and members of the Diocesan 
Synod watched and listened, greatly 
moved. 

In fact the whole Synod served as a 
demonstration of some of the needs 
of deaf and hard of hearing people. 
For the first time the worship was led 
by the Diocesan Deaf Choir who 
signed the song, ‘Bind us together 
Lord’ and throughout the day signers 
interpreted what was said for the 



‘His deep dedication 
to the Church of England” 

Synod said farewell to Frank Robson 
(pictured) who has been its Secretary 
for 27 years* The Bishop of Oxford 
spoke of a ‘wonderful record of 
service’ and his ’deep dedication to 
the Church of England’. Dr Robson 
was presented with a cheque by Dr 
Philip Giddings, Chairman of the 
House of Laity. A painting of Christ 
Church Cathedral has also been 
commissioned for him. Frank Robson 
said that when he first came to the 
Diocese in 1958 bishops and archdea- 
cons still wore gaiters to Synod. The 
Church had changed but was more 
vibrant now and in good heart. Frank 
Robson remains the joint Diocean 
Registrar and Provincial Registrar of 
the Province of Canterbury. 
Rosemary Pearce, Diocesan 
Secretary is now Secretary of Synod 
and Mary Saunders will take on the 
new role of Clerk to the Synod. 


benefit of deaf visitors. 

The presentation by the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for the Deaf 
marked their 100th anniversary this 
year. The celebrations included the 
commissioning of a video which was 
shown to Synod members and 
launched at the General Synod for 
national distribution. It explains the 
difficulties that a deaf person has 
when attending ‘hearing’ services. 

Heroes of deaf ministry 

With nine congregations of deaf peo- 
ple and 34,000 people in our hearing 
churches with significant hearing 
loss there is still plenty to do, said 
the Venerable David Goldie, 
Archdeacon of Buckingham who 
moved a motion congratulating the 
Council for the Deaf. ‘We salute the 
heroes of this ministry,’ he said. 

‘An enlightening, enriching and 
encouraging and enjoyable experi- 
ence which will be seen as a 
significant moment in the life of the 
Anglican Communion,’ said the 
Bishop of Dorchester in his report on 
the 1998 Lambeth Conference. 
Worship and Bible study had been its 
twin pillars and a high point for him 
had been the friendships made. The 
Lambeth Conference deserves to be 
called a success because it spoke to 
and for the average Anglican and in 
today’s world ‘the average Anglican is 
between 20 and 30, is brown skinned, 
poor, lives in the two thirds world 
and is evangelical,’ said the Bishop. 

Share held at 7 per cent 

Introducing the 1999 Budget debate, 
John Yaxley, Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Finance said that 
the Diocese was in a transitional peri- 
od in taking over the full cost of clergy 
pensions.The budget for 1999 with 
costs of just under £15m would be a 
difficult one using £763,000 from 
reserves to prevent the parish share 
from rising above seven per cent (an 
extra 21 pence per week for each 
church member). The aim was to 
attempt to restrict the rise to no more 
than seven per cent for the next two 
years. Making savings would continue 
to be a priority. The opportunity for 
new projects is limited without an 
increase in giving. ‘Our track record of 
giving is not good’ said John Yaxley. 
Out of 43 dioceses, Oxford comes 34th. 


Showing Christ’s hospi- 
tality to other faiths 

At Home with Other Faiths, a guide to 
relations with people of other faiths 
prepared by the Diocesan Council for 
Interfaith Concerns was warmly 
received by Synod after a lively debate 
and commended to parishes for study 
and comment. Standing orders were 
suspended to allow Gill Poole, vice- 
chairman of the Council and area 
representative of CMS, to speak. She 
said that mission and dialogue do not 
have to be seen as stark alternatives. 

In dialogue we accept mutuality and 
respect so that we can then speak 
more clearly to one another. 
‘Christian faith catches fire when it 
engages with something that is not 
itself. It is the hospitality of Christ we 
are sharing’, she said. 

The Revd David Gregg (Mursley) felt 
such a vital topic needed more dis- 
cussion but Canon Christopher Hall 
(General Synod) said, ‘We need to 
build friendships because we live here 
in a multi-faith society’.The Revd 
Andrew Goddard (Witney) thought 
there was much of value in the book- 
let. However, he said he couldn’t 
support it as it stood because the lan- 
guage of salvation and repentance and 
redemption through Christ and in 
Christ was missing. 

Copies of At Home with Other Faiths are 
available for £1.50 from the BSR Office, 
Diocesan Church House. The text is also 
available on the Diocesan Web Site 
www.oxford.anglican.org 


Methodist deacon is first 
full-time CME Adviser 

Diane Clutterbuck, a Methodist 
Deacon, is the Diocese’s first full- 
time Continuing Ministerial 
Education (CME) Adviser, Diane 
has had experience of parish work, 
of selecting candidates for over- 
seas ministry and of in-service 
training for Methodist clergy. In 
the past few years she has worked 
as a freelance trainer and consul- 
tant and has been involved in the 
Gloucester Diocese training 
progamme. CME covers training 
for anyone, lay or ordained, 
engaged in ministry in the Church. 



D r David Yorston decided that the command of Jesus to 
c are for the needy meant leaving his Bristol neighbours 
and joining Christian Blind Mission’s work in Tanzania 
for four years. Twelve years on, he’s still sharing God’s love 
with his new African neighbours. 

As an ophthalmic consultant at Kikuyu Eye Hospital, 

■MMHRPPI Kenya, David is developing pioneering techniques, such 
as implanting artificial lenses made in India, to restore 
the vision of cataract patients. 

He travels around to operate on those who can’t reach 
. I his hospital. And he trains eye surgeons and medical 
assistants to that specialist skills are passed on. 
mK $ INN Our UK office opened in 1996, to let you know about 
David and the other 35 CBM specialists from the UK. 
With over 80 years’ experience, CBM is spearheading 
the fight against eye diseases and blindness. Our healthcare workers in' 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe now treat over 8.2 million 
eye patients of all ages every year. 

To find out more about CBM, return the form and well send you our 
new information pack. Then decide whether to love a new neighbour by 
supporting our work. 

Christian Blind Mission 

Orwell House (u : — ~7 \J~ 

Cowley Rood V~7 LED UVVL 

Christian 
SS Blind Mission 

Christian Blind Mission is a Registered Charity dedicated to eye care the World over. Charity No. 1058162. 
International office: Zurich, Switzerland 


Please tick the relevant boxes aid complete your name and ful address in BLOCK CAPITALS. 

We do not pass on names and oddresses to any other organisation. 

Nome Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Postcode 


P I would like to know more about the work of CBM; please send me your information pock. 
0 1 wodd like to send a ^ now for the woiL of CBM: 

□ I enclose my cheque for £ payable to (hitim Blind Mission 

□ Please debit my Viso / MasterCard Expiry dote / , 


Return this form (no stamp required) to: 

Christian Blind Mission, FREEPOST AN6601 0, Orwei House, Cowley Rood, Cambridge CB4 4B0 


Of 40 million 
blind people 
in the world, 
90% live in 
developing 
countries. 
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IMPRESSIVE THINGS 

White Lion Walk, Banbury 
Tel: 01295 258113 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS 

Craft section upstairs now stocking: 

MOSAIC TILES, GLASS PAINTS, SILK PAINTS, 
CERAMIC PAINTS 
~ AND COMING SOON ~ 

RUBBER STAMPS AND ACCESSORIES. 

WORKSHOP DETAILS AVAILABLE FROM 15.01.99 
GRAB YOUR LEAFLET AND GET MAKING 


fTl TOWN AND 
L'.J COUNTRY 
TREES 

ALL ASPECTS Of arboriculture 

• Tree Surgery • Felling • Planting 

# Orchard & Shrub Pruning 

• Hedges • Stump Grinding 

HIGH QUALITY WORK AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 
FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 
FULLY INSURED 

Tel: (01869) 351540 

9 Walkers Barn, Heathfield, 
Bletchington, Oxon 0X5 3DX 
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Itinerary of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s visit March 2-5 


Tuesday March 2: Oxford 

1 -2.45pra Lunch and hriefmg with Senior Staff Bishop’s House 
34pm Seminar on Homelessness Luther Street Night shelter 
4.15-5.1 5pm Question and answer session with Ordinands 

St John’s Church, Iffley Rd 
5 30-5.50pm Evening Prayer St John’s Church, Iffley Rd 

6-7.15pm Evening meal with college staff St Stephen’s House 
8-915pm Student lecture St Alda te’s Church 

Wednesday March 3: Berkshire 

lOam-1 2pm Kingsway Connections Kingsway URC, Slough 
12.45-2.45pm Civic luncheon 

Madjeski Football Stadium, Reading 

3- 3 30pm Official opening of First Steps information centre 

St Paul’s Church, Whitley, Reading 

4- 5pm Question and answer session with Berkshire clergy 

Greyfriars Church, Reading 

5- 530pm Evening Prayer Greyff iars Church, Reading 

730-9pm Public lecture Reading Minster 


Thursday March 4: Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 

9.154030am Discussion on farming Temple Mill Farm, Oxon 
10.4541.50am Visit to brewery Hook Norton, Oxon 

l-2.30pm Civic luncheon Judge’s Lodgings, Aylesbury 

3.25430pm Seminar on life and work in Milton Keynes 

Christ the King, Kents Hill, Milton Keynes 
4.304.50pm Act of Worship Christ the King, Kents Hill 

730-9pm Public lecture Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 

Friday March 5; Oxford 

930-11 am Visits to St Mary’s First School and the Ban School, Witney 
11.30am4pm Presentation on Education and Training for 
Mission in the Oxford Diocese Diocesan Church House 

l-2.15pm Lunch with Diocesan Church House staff 


All are welcome to the two public lectures in Reading on 
March 3 and in Milton Keynes on March 4. Admission to 
all other events is by invitation only. 


Romance in the air 



Jucon Kalvin and Michelle Mitchell emerge from under an archway of balloons at St 
George’s Church, Wolverton. The couple, who are to be married in June, were pictured 
by Frank Blackwell at the Wolverton Wedding Exhibition (see his report below). 


Local heroes: the New 
Year’s Honours List 

Among those mentioned in the New Year’s 
Honours List were five very different peo- 
ple from this Diocese. Alan McLintock, 
who was until the beginning of this year 
Chairman of the Church’s Central Board of 
Finance, is to be made a knight bachelor 
for his services to the Church of 
England.(See also page 10). Dennis Paired:, 
who attends St George’s Church, Owlsmoor 
where his wife, the Revd Ros Parrett, is 
vicar, has been awarded the CBE in recogni- 
tion of his service as deputy director of the 
Inland Revenue. Alan Lawrence, a reader at 
his parish church of St John’s and St 
Stephen’s in Reading, has been awarded 
the OBE for his work in public dental 
health. Currently editor of a dental jour- 
nal, he spent four years in Kenya where he 
and his wife Judith set up a missionary 
dental clinic in the Anglican Diocese of 
Maseno. The Revd Nick Read, Director of 
the Rural Stress Information Network, and 
who recently left the Oxford Diocese to 
become Agricultural Chaplain to the 
Diocese of Hereford, has been awarded the 
OBE for services to the alleviation of rural 
stress. And 85-year old Ethel Wheal of Rose 
Hill, Oxford, has been awarded the MBE for 
services to the community. Ethel is the 
mother of Barbara Bolder, one of the long- 
serving and long-suffering receptionists at 
Diocesan Church House! 


Reading man fears for his life 

A member of the congregation of St John 
and St Stephen’s Church in Reading has 
been told that he has not been granted asy- 
lum in this country. As a Christian, Abdul 
Majeed fears for his life should he be sent 
back to Pakistan, where converts from 
Islam are often persecuted or killed. Abdul 
Majeed met and married his wife Nusrat 
through St John and St Stephen’s and is a 
loving father to Nusrat’s two children. 

Their vicar, the Revd Tony Vigars, is doing 
all he can to prevent Abdul Majeed from 
being deported and wants people to write 
individually (petitions do not help in this 
case) quoting ref M645841 to their MPs and 
to the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, at the 
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA. 
Letters can also be sent to Baroness Cox at 
the House of Lords (SW1A 0PW). 

Lent course for children 

The story of Sam McBratney’s nutbrown 
hares is the inspiration behind a Lent 
Project Pack for children aged 641. It is 
available free of charge from Church House. 
The phrase ’Guess How Much I Love You* 
seemed a good starting point to explaining 
the Easter story,’ said Jenny Hyson. 

Wycombe welcomes Godspell 

Ecumenical group Inter Church 
Productions is to stage Godspell at the 
Wycombe Swan. The production which was 
sold out at every one of its performances 
last year, is an inspiration to actors and 
audiences alike. ‘ Godspell is hard work and 
requires total concentration,’ said the Revd 
David Sharp, minister at Christchurch in 
Thame. ‘But you don’t notice it when you 
are part of a team with a common purpose 
and a common Christian faith’. A new 80- 
strong chorus has been recruited for the 
Wycombe production but the star, Martin 
Dyckhoff who plays Jesus, stays with the 
show which can be seen from February 16- 
20 (7.45pm with Saturday matinee 2.30pm). 
For ticket details see DoorPost. 


Last January, couples who will be getting 
married in 1999 and beyond were wel- 
comed to an exhibition at St George’s, 
Wolverton where local specialist-wedding 
businesses offered to help with every 
aspect of wedding arrangements from 
wedding dresses and cakes to classic white 
cars, gas-filled balloons and disco-hire. No 
fewer than 77 brides-to-be turned up for 
the exhibition and many stayed on for the 
short service at the end of the afternoon. 

The Vicar, the Revd Jeremy Trigg, on 
behalf of Wolverton Churches Together, 
and commercial organiser Jonathan 
Sheldon of ‘The Wedding Guide’, pointed 
out that this enterprise, where the Church 
worked in partnership with local busi- 


A new initiative to help homeless people in 
Oxford was launched by the Bishop of Oxford 
on December 11. The Oxford Poverty Action 
Trust (OXPAT) has been set up to ensure that 
donations go directly to the people most in 
need. Red and blue OXPAT collecting boxes 
have been installed in Allders, Marks & 
Spencer’s, Blackwell’s, and 13 Oxford colleges. 

Graham Cohen, Manager of Allders in the 
Westgate Centre, said the scheme was an 
excellent idea: ‘As a major retailing outlet, we 
take our community involvement very seri- 
ously,’ he said. Barry Tanswell, Manager of 
Marks & Spencer, said that M&S is a keen sup- 
porter of community initiatives in Oxford. 

Victoria Mort of the Gatehouse drop-in 
centre said the scheme would ensure that 
money is distributed fairly, but Paddy 
O’Hanlon, whose Luther Street Night Shelter 
accommodates over 50 adults every night, 
said that people should continue to give 
money to those on the street if they wanted 
to. ‘It’s their choice whether they use the 
money for a meal or for booze*, he said. The 
city has one of the largest populations of 
homeless people in the country, he explained, 
because of the generosity of the tourists and 
students. 

A Big Issue - seller was also sceptical about 
the scheme. ‘It will be OK if they do it right,’ 


nesses, was the first in the Milton Keynes 
area and possibly elsewhere. 

• National Marriage Week February 7-14 
National Marriage Week this year is pro- 
moting ‘Four Keys’ to a happy marriage: 
Dare to Care, Be Open, Give as well as 
Take, and Be Peacemakers. 

Richard Kane of Marriage Resource, 
the organisation behind the week, 
explains that it is designed to ‘put for- 
ward a more positive image of marriage 
in today’s society, to provide support for 
those who are thinking of getting mar- 
ried and to offer help and support to 
those already married’. Full details of the 
‘Four Keys’ can be found on the NMW 
website: marriageresource.org.uk 


he told The DOOR. ‘But when they tried it in 
Bath they used it as an excuse to clear every- 
one off the streets!’ 

Whether they benefit from the scheme or 
not, the homeless will always be welcome at 
the Manzil Way soup kitchen where ‘Sister 
Smith* serves up to 80 hot meals every 
Wednesday evening. ‘I provide a shoulder for 
people to cry on, someone to listen to them 
and tell them life can change,’ she said. T 
have my work as well, but people are my busi- 
ness. I love them. It doesn’t matter what they 
look like: God is generous to us so why 
shouldn’t we be generous to others? 


The Parish Share explained 

Booklets explaining the new parish share 
scheme which will be in operation from the 
year 2000 have been sent to deaneries and 
parishes. They set out in simple terms how 
the share is calculated, the use of the elec- 
toral roll and how to use the appeal system. 
The Board of Finance would like to thank 
deanery lay chairmen and treasurers and all 
in the parishes who worked so hand on the 
share last year. As of December 31, 1998, 20 
deaneries had qualified for the share rebate 
and the total received was marginally up on 
the previous year’s level. Thank you all! 


news in brief 

In anticipation of his retirement, the Revd 
Peter Poole has resigned as chairman of the 
Marriage Education Sub-group. His place has 
been taken by the Revd Gary Rowlandson. 

Denise Brown has written a guide to help 
home computer owners avoid problems 
caused by the ‘Millennium bug*. The guide, 
price £1, is available via email at: denise- 
brown@postmaster.co.uk or from the 
Mothers* Union, Priory Room, Christ 
Church, Oxford 0X1 1DP. 

The death has been announced of Ken 
Nunn, founder and life president of the 
charity Workaid. 

Bishop Mano Rumalshah, formerly Bishop 
of Peshawar in north west Pakistan, has 
been appointed General Secretary of USPG. 

‘Effective Communication’ and ‘A 
Foundation Course in Pastoral Care’ are two 
courses currently available from OCIC. 
Details on 01865 790950. 

On the Brink (£9.95) a resource pack for 
Tearfund Sunday on March 7, looks at the 
devastating impact of HIV/AIDS in India 
where over 100,000 children have been 
orphaned as a result of the disease. The 
pack will help churches stage an exhibition 
to show how God’s love motivates 
Christians to care in the hardest circum- 
stances. Details 0845 355 8355. 

A special service was held at St Giles* 

Church, Standlake on December 13 to mark 
the appointment of Alison Shaw as Lay 
Pastoral Assistant following the completion 
of her Portfolio training. 

The Revd Hugh Kent, Rector in North 
Buckingham, together with church mem- 
bers and the staff, parents and pupils of 
four local schools and the University of 
Buckingham were so generous with their 
contributions to help flood victims in 
Honduras that two boats were needed to 
ship the goods to the Caribbean. 

The Revd Brian Brown, Oxford-based produc- 
er of the Christian television series Story 
Keepers , has been invited to address the 
European Broadcasting Union’s conference, 
Religion ‘99, in Prague this autumn. The 
conference will study ‘New strategies for 
Religious Programmes in a digital age’. 

Find out how God wants you to help chil- 
dren at risk on March 6 at the St Clements 
Family Centre, Oxford 10am-5pm. 

Organised by the Viva Network. Tickets 
£15/£10 including lunch from 01865 450800. 


Countrywide 

Piano Centre 
Ltd. 

* Digital Electric Pianos 

* YAMAHA Clavinova 
* Technics Digital Pianos 

Interest Free Credit on 
all new Pianos 

New & Secondhand Pianos 

Free ground floor delivery 
on all pianos supplied. 

Showroom: 

194 Penn Road, Hazlemere 
Nr. High Wycombe, Bucks 

Telephone: 

01494 813388 


mumum 


Sharing our giving: OXPAT boxes help Oxford’s homeless 
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Wipe the slate clean for Millennium 


M ake a new start is the Churches’ 

Millennium theme. But how do you go 
about wiping the slate clean? Edward 
Peters, a member of St Andrew’s Church, 

North Oxford has one answer. He has launched 


Stat^^fyCa mpi\ ign 


a national ‘Clean Slate Campaign’ to encour- 
age people to take at least one practical step to 
put things right whether it’s a family row or a 
dispute with a neighbour. 

The idea came to Edward when he realised 
that wrong attitudes can cause spiritual 
blocks, ‘just as leaves block water in a gutter’. 
When he learned that a friend had held a 
grievance against him for 15 years he decided 
to do something about it and wrote and apolo- 
gised. ‘Acknowledging our sin is an important 
step towards experiencing the gift of God’s 
grace. If we could all let go of these things it 
would release some spirit, joy and natural- 
ness,’ Edward Peters said. 

The Clean Slate Campaign invites people to 
sign a simple private pledge: ‘I promise to take 


at least one practical step during 1999 towards 
cleaning my slate’. Edward has already heard 
of a 14-year old boy who, accompanied by his 
father, decided to return something he had 
stolen. The store detective gave the boy a severe 
ticking off but left it at that. ‘The second I got 
out of the store I felt great. Absolutely amaz- 
ingly free and I vowed never to do to again’, 
the boy said. 

The campaign crosses faith boundaries and has 
a huge cross section of patrons ranging from 
the Bishop of London, Cardinal Hulme, the 
Chief Rabbi and the Principal of the Muslifn 
College to a host of names from sport, the arts, 
business and education. 

The Clean Slate campaign could have a pro- 
found effect upon the lives of individuals and 
on the nation as a whole, says Edward Peters. 
On February 22 there will be a meeting in the 
Council Chambers, Oxford Town Hall at 8pm 
for anyone who would like to know more 
about the campaign. A black and white leaflet 
which includes the promise is also available, as 
well as posters and car stickers. 

For more about the Qean Slate Campaign contact 
Edward Peters at 73 Victoria Road, Oxford 0X2 7QG. 
Email: info@cleanslate.org Web site at 
www.cleanslate.org 


Witney vicar reports from World 
Council of Churches in Zimbabwe 


African rhythms were never far 
away at the eighth Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) which met in Harare, 
from December 3 to 14 1998. 
The Assembly is held every 
seven years and this was the 
50th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the WCC in Amsterdam 
in 1948. 

The eighth assembly brought 
together 4500 participants 
including nearly one thousand 
delegates from the 330 member 
churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church. I was there as 
a delegate of the Church of 
England. 

There were plenary sessions, 
worship, ‘hearings’ (for detailed 
review and planning) and an 
intriguing event called ‘Padare’. 
This is a word from the local 
Shona language which means 


‘meeting place’ and meant that 
for two days participants could 
put on presentations on virtu- 
ally any subject from dance to 
theological discussions. 

There were the inevitable 
tensions between member 
churches. The particular prob- 
lem facing this assembly was 
the question mark hanging over 
the continued participation of 
the Eastern Orthodox Churches 
some of whom are dissatisfied 
with what they see as a liberal 
protestant bias. 

I have returned with a much 
broader view of the world-wide 
Church and with many new 
friends. The benefit of the event 
for the local church is harder to 
see. The assembly does not 
resolve disputes in Christian 
doctrine nor does it broker 
Church unity schemes. What it 


does do, however, is provide the 
whole Church with a forum for 
discussion of issues that affect 
it. It also holds enough moral 
weight on the international 
scene to make hard-hitting 
statements on public issues (at 
this assembly: Jerusalem, Child 
Soldiers and Human Rights). 
We also saw the end of the 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches 
in Solidarity with Women and 
inaugurated a new ‘Decade to 
Overcome Violence’. 

A message for the world 
Each assembly publishes a 
‘Message’; a summary of activi- 
ty and the spirit of the assembly, 
and this one was very long but 
here is an extract: ‘We are chal- 
lenged by the vision of a Church 
that will reach out to everyone, 
sharing, caring, proclaiming 
the good news of God’s redemp- 
tion, a sign of the kingdom and 
a servant of the world.’ 

Will Adam, is Team Vicar of West 
Witney and Ecumenical Officer for the 
Archdeaconry of Oxford 



The Revd Tony Whal ley (right) with Jim and Bonnie 
Bowles. Jim is the Mayor and also a member of the 
congregation. On the left isTink Boram ‘a great 
character* and our email link. Photo: Rosemary Whalley 


The tale 
of two 
Winslows 

It all began when Tony 
Whalley, Rector of 
Winslow in Bucks, and 
his wife decided to drop 
in on the church folk in 
Winslow, Arizona 

We knew we were going 
to the Grand Canyon as 
part of our summer hol- 
iday last year and the 
other Winslow was only 
50 miles away. It took a little search- 
ing to find a link address but the 
Anglican Consultative Council gave 
us the church telephone number. By 
telephoning one Sunday morning, 
Arizona time, and guessing the likely 
finishing time for their worship; we 
got email contact addresses with the 
Reverends Sam and Carol Hosier and 
Ms Tink Boram. Cyber- twinning had 
begun! 

It gave both Winslows hope 

We finally arrived on September 8 
and were received with a special sup- 
per by the church, met the Mayor, 
saw their local museum and some of 
the Hopi Indian archeological sites. St 
Paul’s Church, in Winslow, Arizona 
has declined over the last 20 years to 
a congregation of about 35 people as 
the railway which sustained the town 
of 10,000 began to move out. They are 
in the early stages of developing a 
mission strategy with their new 
Missioner Pastors, Sam and Carol 


Hosier and are encouraged that some- 
body from another part of the 
world-wide Anglican church wanted 
to visit them. It gave them hope and 
that sense of hope works both ways. 
We also took great encouragement 
from their open-hearted reception. 

Now, in early 1999, the relation- 
ships are growing. A number of 
members of St Laurence Church, 
Winslow, UK are in email contact 
with St Paul’s Church, and a link has 
been set up between the Catholic 
churches and the Christian 
Fellowships. But it hasn’t ended there. 
The town/city councils are talking to 
one another and the Rotary Clubs in 
both Winslows are in touch. 

These places with the same name 
have no apparent direct link. Yet we 
recently heard from Carol Hosier that, 
while tracing her family history, she 
came upon a likely family link with 
one of the pilgrim settlers from the 
‘Mayflower*. God works in mysterious 
ways even using the Internet. 


BRACKNELL DEANERY DAY TO EQUIP CHURCHES 


Bracknell Deanery is holding a one- 
day conference of worship and work- 
shops for deanery churches on 
March 20 from 9.30am-4pm at the 
Ranelagh School in Bracknell. Prayer, 
vocations, youth worship and the 
world of work are some of the topics 
covered in the workshops. The 
Deanery Day will help to equip 


people for ministry today by 
teaching some pastoral skills and v 
helping people to gossip the Gospel. 
If we claim to be the Body of Christ, 
then we all have our part to play/ 
said Bishop Dominic, who will close 
the day with a Eucharist. Details 
Revd David Osborn: 01344 423869 
or Gill Lovell: 01344 422628. 



ACE 

OUTDOOR POWER 
EQUIPMENT 


MAINTENANCE & REPAIR 
PROFESSIONAL - TRADE - DOMESTIC 

GARDEN TRACTORS - LAWN MOWERS 
CHAIN SAWS. STRIMMERS, PUMPS ETC. 
NEW AND USED MACHINES AVAILABLE 
21 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

CALL LES MEDLAND 
(012951 811555 

Unit 8 Twyford Mill, Oxford Road, 
Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxfordshire 


Bicester - Brackley - Banbury 



smtoios 

TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY 
STAINED GLASS & LEADED LIGHTS 
CREATED IN OUR STUDIOS TO 
ENHANCE YOUR HOME. 

FULL DESIGN SERVICE. 
RESTORATION & REPAIRS 
FAMILY BUSINESS FIRST EST. 1969 

01494 813220 

FAX: 01494 8134364 

2 ROBINSON ROAD, 

HIGH WYCOMBE 




Solid Wood/ A^odem and 
Traditional designed kitchens 
and furniture 

ft 01865 
8209 

EBwSs 

Unit Sll, "Rectory Lane C7nd Estate/ 
Kingston Bagpwize, Oxon 




FROM A SMALL COURTYARD 
TO A LARGE COUNTRY ESTATE 


- Consultations - Surveys - 
- Layout and Planting Plans - 
- Site Monitoring - 
For more information, contact: 


SAMANTHA MITCHELL dip G.D. 
Tel/Fax: 01295 252841 


HBMBMBEH THB SUMB? 

Do you come back with left over notes and coins from abroad? 
Are they gathering dust in a drawer or shelf? 

Do you want to put them to good use? 

If you answered “yes* to the above, why 
not encourage your church to add its name 
to the growing number of churches 
collecting unwanted foreign currency in 
support of the Ockenden Venture? 

The money you collect will help Ockenden 
in its work with refugee communities in 
some of the poorest and most forgotten 
countries in Africa and Asia. 

A summer holiday means nothing to them; 


being able to provide for themselves and 
their family is all they ask. Your francs, 
dollars and zlotti (to name but a few) can 
help. 

Call Rebecca on 

01438 772012 

for an information pack 

(M)/ OCKENDEN 
kJV VENTURE 

working with rtf ogees and displaced people 

The Ockenden Venture is a registered charity. 





Visit the Island 
Where Time Stands Still 



N o visit to the Channel Islands is 

complete without experiencing the 
unique atmosphere to be found 9 
miles off the coast of Guernsey, on the Isle of 
Sark. 

No cars. No rush. No worries. Just a 
peaceful way of life which has remained 


largely unchanged for 100 years - and the 
perfect place for a relaxing day out. After a 
pleasant 45-minute boat trip (the only way to 
get to Sark) past the other smaller islands of 
Herm, Brecqhou and Jethou, you will soon 
discover why the tiny Isle of Sark is often 
described as being ‘somewhere back in time’. 


Escape from the twentieth century 

For more information about day trips or longer breaks to the Isle of Sark contact: 

Sark tourism (01481) 832345 
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god in the life of • 5 


Care in the Community 

God in the life of St Francis House , Oxford 


St Francis House is an ecumenical 
community in Oxford which offers 
hospitality to asylum seekers. Its 
three core members, Clive Gillam, 
Daniel Rutland and Rachel Howell (a 
Roman Catholic, an Anglican and a 
Quaker) share the vision of the 
Catholic Worker Movement by seeking 
to live out in a radical way the 
personal and social implications of our 
Christian faithMhe house is currently 
home to six asylum seekers from 
Nigeria, Ghana, Rwanda, Kenya, 
Morocco and Croatia. 

T here are over 150 Catholic Worker 
communities in eight different coun- 
tries, most of them in the USA where 
the movement was founded in 1933. Its 
vision is to ‘build a new society within the 
shell of the old’ because, as Clive Gillam 
explains in the latest issue of Strangers and 
Pilgrims, the Oxford community’s quarterly 
newsletter, ‘it provides the means to . . . 
fashion a society based on Kingdom values’. 

For the Oxford group, this involves hold- 
ing monthly Justice and Peace meetings; 
monthly vigils in Bonn Square to raise 
awareness about the detention of asylum 
seekers; taking part in demonstrations in 
support of East Timorese refugees (of whom 
about 15 live in Oxford); and campaigning 
against the 
excesses of 
transnational 
corporations. 

But Clive 
Gillam says, ‘I 
would not 
want St 
Francis House 
and the 
Catholic 
Worker 
Movement to 
be known only 
for the things 
it is against’. 

Manual 
work and cul- 
tivation of the 

soil are also important aspects of communi- 
ty life. As well as a good-sized back garden, 
St Francis House has two allotments. ‘To 
cultivate the land with concern and care, to 
regenerate the soil by composting and 
manuring, and to harvest fresh, organically 
grown vegetables keeps us in touch with 
creation and provides energy for the vital 
work of resisting injustice’, says Clive. 

Interview Venetia Horton 
Photographs Frank Blackwell 


When St Francis House first opened its 
doors in 1993, it welcomed anyone who was 
homeless. But three years later, when the 
then government withdrew benefits from 
asylum seekers, the community decided to 
focus on their needs as a way of bringing 
their plight to public attention. 

‘For the first time since 1946 there were 
people in this country who could not access 
any state support,’ said Clive, 51, who has 
been part of the community since it 
opened. ‘The law has now changed and 
Social Services 
must ensure 
that no one is 
destitute - but 
you can’t buy 
stamps or 
clothes with 
food vouchers’. 

He explained 
that Oxford has 
the biggest 
refugee/asylum 
seeker popula- 
tion outside 
London. Local 
Social Services 
are supporting 
several hun- 
dred refugees, 
and up to 180 
more are 
detained at 
Campsfield 
House, the immigration detention centre 
in Kidlington. 

‘The asylum system is a shambles. I don’t 
believe everyone has the right to stay in 
this country, but to keep people waiting for 
two or three years for a decision is 
appalling,’ said Clive. ‘Even if they are eco- 
nomic migrants, they should not be allowed 
to build up new lives only to have it taken 
away from them. It would be naive to say 
that no one plays the system, but we try 
not to be judgmental. We feel the gospel 
would have us welcome the stranger’. 

Sensitive to God’s presence 

‘What is important is how we treat people 
while they are here,’ says Daniel Rutland, 
31, who, with a part-time job in a children’s 
bookshop, is the only one of the three in 
paid employment. 

‘God is very present for me here and very 
much at work. Often God is recognised in 
unexpected places and I discipline myself 
to be sensitive to God’s presence and to see 
him working in the encounters taking 
place around us. By welcoming the stranger 
we are welcoming God in them’. 

Daniel, who has been part of the com- 
munity for two and a half years, and Rachel 
Howell, 24, who joined five months ago, 
live at St Francis House fulltime, while 


Clive lives a couple of streets away with his 
wife and three children. ‘I get a lot out of 
sharing my life deeply with others,’ says 
Clive. ‘It’s something that can get lost when 
you live in a nuclear family, and I know 
how faith can get swallowed up in the 
stresses of everyday life’. 

Clive, Daniel and Rachel pray together 
every day, and their guests are invited to 
join them. They also hold a monthly liturgy 
which, says Daniel, is appreciated by people 
who would otherwise feel on the ‘margins 


of the Church’. ‘People feel comfortable 
with the spiritual side of the house, includ- 
ing Muslims,’ he said 

‘When people from Algeria or Morocco 
ask about staying here we explain that we 
are a Christian community and that there 
are Christian symbols around the house, 
but we never seek to proselytise,’ says Clive. 

T think this community works because 
we are three people with a faith of some 
kind’, said Rachel. ‘If we did not have a 
vocation it would be tremendously diffi- 
cult’. Rachel says she was attracted to 
community life after spending six weeks at 
a Roman Catholic convent in Oxford. The 
experience of eating, washing up and say- 
ing office with the nuns convinced her that 
community living was her vocation. 

‘I feel as though I have got to a good 
place on the journey. I would not say this 
was the best way for everybody to live out 
their faith, but it’s a very good way for me,’ 
she says. Rachel does not have an income or 
claim any benefits: ‘But I do not feel poor. 
Radical poverty means choosing to live 
without the luxuries of life. By getting rid 
of clutter, you are more open to people and 
life is much simpler. For the first time I feel 
that my life is coherent. Really sharing with 
other people brings me alive!’ 

‘We are living alongside people who are 


on the margins 
of society, most 
of whom have 
very little 
money and 
who have given 
up a lot to 
come here,* 
said Clive. 

‘I see simple 
living as a posi- 
tive thing,* 
said Daniel. 

‘Our aim is not 
so much to 
deprive our- 
selves as to live Clive Gillam 
fully and cre- 
atively and without waste. For example, we 
don’t buy pre-packaged food, Rachel makes 
the bread, and we make our own birthday 
and Christmas cards’. 

The gift of time 

‘If you make things yourself, it shows you 
have given that time and put something of 
yourself into it. By doing this we are taking 
a stand against our high-speed society 
which says if you don’t have the latest tech- 
nology, you can’t be happy,’ said Clive. ‘The 
people that get left behind in this race are 
likely to be those who don’t have a roof 
over their heads or the ones with mental 
health problems. If God created us equal in 
his or her image, then we have the respon- 
sibility as 
Christians to 
treat people as 
equal. I do feel 
living in com- 
munity is the 
way forward, 
but not many 
encompass 
values I feel 
comfortable 
with. The 

Catholic 
Worker vision, 
with ‘its 

emphasis on 
justice, peace, 
Daniel Rutland work on the 

land and manual labour is a vision I can 
identify with, because of the call to work 
for a just world and solidarity with the 
poor. A community without that focus 
would not be attractive to me’. 

Desperately Seeking Asylum (£2.95 Wild 
Goose Publications tel: 0141 440 0985) 
describes the experiences of some asylum 
seekers. The author, Helen Kimble, co- 
ordinates the Campsfield Visitor Service 
for Asylum Welcome, a charity which pro- 
vides advice and help for refugees and 
asylum seekers in Oxford. 



Rachel Howell 



On Wednesday evenings the community comes together for a shared meal 




We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 


The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

tit 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

tit 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 



THE GREY COAT HOSPITAL 
WESTMINSTER 

HEADTEACHER 

required by 1 September 1999 
Salary within Group 6 

The Grey Coat Hospital is a Church of England, voluntary- 
aided girls' comprehensive school in the heart of London. It has 
940 pupils, fo whom about 190 are in the Sixth Form. Having 
just celebrated its tercentenary, the School is poised to advance 
into the 21st Century. 

We offer: 

Energetic and committed staff 
Confident and lively pupils 
An exciting environment 
Interested and supportive governing body 
You will: 

Provide leadership with vision 
Value and foster the ability of every pupil 
Continue to promote links with the wider community 
Enhance the Christian ethos Of the School. 

Further details and an application form are available from 
the Foundation Office. Tel: 0171 828 3055 or by writing to 
the Foundation Secretary, Royal Foundation of Grey Coat 
Hospital, 55A Catherine Place, ^ 

London SW1E 6DY { ) 

Closing date for applications: 29 January, 1999 , "“ n HN,f0 ' u 
Interviews will be held on 23 and 24 February 1999 
A registered Charity No 312700 providing Christian Education 



JERSEY 

“Sensational Summers ” 

r elcome; to jersey - for that ideal holiday on a beautiful 
island with a relaxed and friendly lifestyle. And welcome 
to Highlands Hotel* with its unrivalled sea views, spectacular 
scenery and a level of comfort and hospitality to set it apart 
from many other holiday. destinations. En suite, TV & 
telephone, in all rooms. Guest speaker ministry, special events. 

Discounts for senior citizen^ children and groups. 

FbtixfHjre can, 01534744288 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL 




i ! 

; Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

Please pray for our work and help 
with a donation so this work can 
grow. Please give your support, 
now, by returning the coupon to: 
CHURCH HOUSING TRUST 
Sutherland House, 70-78 
West Hendon Broadway, 

London NW9 7BT 





Registered Charity 
iNumber: 802801 

I would like to become a Friend to Homeless People’. 
□ Please accept my donation of £ 


□ Please send me details of your work 
Name and Title 


Address _ 


Postcode _ 


I 

OTP | 


BE A tFpSSA TO HOMELESS PEOPLE 
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Retreats and Holidays 1999 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 


i 


iHn 



O LfL' I 

present 

Portugal £ Santiago 

* 

The land of the Bible 

CONTACT NICK OLIVER 
for brochure and information 
LONGWOOD HOLIDAYS 
3 BOURNE COURT, SOUTHEND ROAD, 
WOODFORD GREEN IG8 

8HD fcS 

TEL: 0181 551 9988 ~ M 

980135692 2199 


CIS* 


V6794 


You don't have to 
be a spiritual 
athlete y 'churchy' 
or a saint to go on 
retreat. 

You just need to 
be a real person in 
search of a real 
God. A retreat- 
giver will expect 
you simply to be 




THE FRIARS 

AYLESFORD. KENt. ME20 7BX 
TELEPHONE 01622 717272 
E mail vocations @ carmelite. org. 

Registered Charity No. 1061342 

1999 RETREAT PROGRAMME 

Now Available 

Please write with SAE to the Receptionist 
February 19-21 

"Prepare the way for the Lord" 

Father Wilfrid McGreal O. Carm 
A retreat for Lent to prepare ourselves for the mysteries of 
Easter. 

March 26-28 

"Christ has no body now but yours" 

(St Teresa of Avila) Brother Damian Cassidy O.Carm 
A time of retreat for those involved in the full-time task of 
caring: healthcare professionals, care workers and those who 
care for sick relatives and friends. 

April 1-4 

Holy Week Retreat 

BmtherKevin Alban O.Carm 

A time for reflection on the sacred mysteries celebrated at 
this time. 


CROWHURST CHRISTIAN 
HEALING CENTRE 

A place of Christ's Healing 
Director/Warden: Rev Trevor R Blackshaw 
Come and stay in an atmosphere of peace for rest, prayer, 
renewal and love. Meet with Jesus to receive afresh His healing 
touch in the context of daily worship and ministry of the word. 
HEALING SERVICES: are held twice weekly Monday 
7.30pm/Thursday 10am 

Teaching and creative courses: available at certain times of 
the year. 

Further details from 

Crowhurst Christian Healing Centre 
The Old Rectory, Crowhurst, Battle, East Sussex TN33 9AD 
Tel: 01424 830204 

Divine Healing Mission Regd Charity No 208738 



RORA 
CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP 

Conference Facilities 
for Christian Groups 
Holidaycentre in Dartmoor National Park 

Rora House, Liverton, 

Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 6HZ 
Tel: (01626) 821746 Fax: (01626) 821586 
E-Mail:rora@globalnet.co.uk. 



CHRISTIAN HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 

Country Breaks 1999 

Monday 22nd-Friday 26th March 
Monday 17th - Friday 21st May 
Monday 13th - Friday 17th September 

Senior Summer Holiday 

Monday 21st - Friday 25th June 

Autumn Retreat 

Monday 18th - Friday 22nd October 

# Excellent value 

# Beautiful Sussex surroundings 

# Comfortable lounges 
+ Superb cuisine 

and much more! . . . 
Come and be spoilt! 

Phone for further details 

01625 940295 

A charity No 262561 providing Christian respite 


yourself: there are 
no unrealistic 
expectations. 

• You don't need 
to belong to a 
particular church. 
Don't worry about 
your denomination, 
if you have one. 
Where spending 
time with God is 


Soul of 
InbiA 

Tours Ltt>. 



WWW 


is the premier organiser 
of Diocesan and Parish 
pilgrimages and travel to 
India. 

Call the Revd. Kenneth 
Wilson, without 
obligation, to talk about 
your Church's visit in 
1999 or 2000. 

01902 561485 

FREEPOST MIb 17830 
Wolverhampton, WV3 7BR 

soulofindia.com 


"ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS" 

ALL ISLAND BIBLE 
CONVENTION 

(ISLE OF WIGHT KESWICK ASSOCIATION) 

at Westridge Centre, Rvde, behind Tesco 
Sunday 27th June to Friday 2nd July 1999 
with Missionary Exhibition 

Enquiries to: Secretary, 5 Rowan Tree Drive, 
Seaview POM 5JW - 01983 615642 
Speakers: DR RAYMOND BROWN Cambridge 
VICTOR JACK SUFFOLK 


Letton Hall 


O A Christian holiday 
and conference 
centre situated in the 
heart of Norfolk, 
within easy reach of 
a host of interesting 
places. 

O Enjoy country-house 
living in the Main 
Hall or rural life in 
the converted stable 
buildings grouped 
round the cobbled 
courtyard of Dolphin 
Court. 

Choice of accommodation on a full-board or self- 
catering basis for groups from 25 to 125 people. 
Contact: Peter Carroll, Letton Hall, Shipdham, 
Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA 
Tel: 01362 820717 Fax: 820877 



BTC Training Course in Christian 
Counselling Level 2 (advanced) 
commencing in 1999. 
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CLEWER SPIRITUALITY 
CENTRE 

Convent of St John Baptist, Hatch Lane, 
Windsor, Berks, SL4 3QR 
Tel: 01753 868602 Fax: 01753 869989 

1999 

January 22-24: February 19-21; March 18-21. Its 1. 2 & 3 - ‘Responding 

to Stress in a Christ-centered Way’. A Training Course for leaders consisting 
of 3 parts - Wanda Nash. 

February 1-5: Embroidery & Prayer - Rcvd Leonard Childs & Mother Ann 
Vcrcna CJGS 

March 5-7: ‘A Healing Journey to The Cross’ A Retreat for Lent - Canon 
Stephen Sidcbolham 

May 21-23: “Come Holy Spirit - Unite us’ A Retreat for Pentecost - Andy 
Gilmour 

June 4-13: 8 Day Individually Guided Retreat - St Mary Stephen CSJB; 
Rcvd John Edmonds-Scal; Lynda d/Arcy-Hughcs. 

For further details and booking form apply to: 

The A dministratorl Warden 

RI GISTHRKD CHARITY NO A RETREAT EXISTING TO PROVIDE FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS 


concerned, it's 
quite irrelevant - 
all are welcome. 

• You might enjoy 
yourself! 

A retreat can be 
enjoyable, 
relaxing, even fun. 

Feel free to 
enjoy it - if you do, 
it's probably 


working well, 

• Your intuition is 
probably a good 
guide. 

People may 
choose different 
styles at different 
stages in life. What 
you feel you need 
at any given time 
will depend on 


what else is 
happening in your 
life. 

• You might like 
to talk one to one. 
On most retreats, 
the retreat-givers 


are available to 
talk to. They are 
good listeners, and 
have both 
understanding and 
insight. 



Lattendales 
QUAKER GUEST HOUSE 

Greystoke, Penrith, Cumbria CA1 1 0UE 

QUIETLY SITUATED ON THE NORTH EDGE OF 
THE LAKELAND NATIONAL PARK, 
LATTENDALES IS A GUEST HOUSE OF THE 
FRIENDS FELLOWSHIP OF HEALING 
A registered charity 
Telephone: 017684 83229 
Fax: 017684 83058 



PENTRENANT HALL 

Quality accommodation in a beautiful area of Mid Wales. Up to 
53 guests can enjoy the comfort and peace of a large country 
house that's just an hour from the West Midlands. Ideally suited for 
a Youth Holiday or Church Retreat. On site amenities include a 
swimming pool, games facility and five acres of grounds. 
Full/part board or self catering. Highly competitive prices. 

For a brochure or further information please contact: 

Peter Rees, Pentrenant Hall, Churchstoke, 
Mongomery, Powys SY15 6TG 
Tel: 01588 620450 


Fun filled, action packed, 
under canvas, for 10-20's 

EXPLORE COD'/ WORD 
CHANGE GOD'/ WORLD 

ii<f l^OJrsre^ 


Details from: 

WEC Camps, BuLs trade. Oxford Road, 
Gerrards Cross, Bucks, SE9 8SZ . 


Tel: 01753 884631 
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TRAVEL FRIENDS 

If you arc searching for something 
new for yourself, small -group chib or 
parish holiday 

TRAVEL FRIENDS 
ODYSSEYS TO TEN 
COUNTRIES 
offer - 

• Family stay as paying 
guests 

• hands on experience in 
community', life and work 

• going beyond traditional 
sightseeing 

• pilgrimage opportunities 
e.g. Romania and 
Palestine 

(BETHLEHEM 2000) 
Contact Canon Ted 
Finch, Travel Friends 
International, St Clare, 
The Street, Pakenham, 
Bury St Edmunds 
IP312JU 

Freephone/Fax 0800 
092 1265 


C HMISTIAN 
ENDEAVOUR 
HOLIDAY 
CENTRES 



The Christian 
Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 

Beech wood Court 
Conwy, N. Wales 
® 01492 593405 

St Rhodogunds 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
« 01983 852160 


Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Norfolk 
Tt 01263 822524 


Brockley Hall 
Saltbum, Cleveland 
tr 01 287 622329 

St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
» 01492 544128 


Lowenna Manor 
Rock, Cornwall 
tr 01706 355359 

The Pleasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
01263 579 212 


• 1 998 Colour brochure Cooch Holidays 
plus further details To all the centres 
w 01695 573372 tr 01772 728078 

Self catering bungabws in the grounds of Lowenna Manor and The Pleasaunce 
Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid-Week Breaks: 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres ltd — A Registered Charity ^ 
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needs people 
aged 1 8-30 to join 
our team of 
volunteer workers 

CHRISTIAN YOUTH CENTRE 

- Full board, plus £25 weekly pocket money 

- Commitment required for between 3 months and 1 year 

- Work in house, kitchen, gardens, maintenance and activity supervision, 
in-house training given 

- Our Christian faith and commitment to God is made evident in the way we 
serve our guests - Regular fellowship and Bible readings 

- Applicants with current BCU placid water instructors qualification or 
greater welcome 

Gaines is also seeking a full-time cook, activities coordnator and house-keeper 
We provide facilities for youth evangelism and for education in a Christian environment 

Full details from Gaines Christian Youth Centre, 
Whitbourne, Worcester WR9 5RD 
Tel: 01886 821212 

A Registered Charity, No 1057267 providing facilities for 
Youth Evangelism and Education in a Christian Environment 



CORNWALL 

s4 ftioce eel afuvtt 

Trelowarren is an ancient manor house in the 
heart of beautiful country where Christians of 
all denominations can come for a time ‘away 
from it all’ in Church groups, families or indi- 
vidually - healing services - conferences - 
retreats etc. Ministers on sabbatical especially wel- 
come. Here you can find physical and spiritual refresh- 
ment and a listening ear. Worship held daily in the 
House Chapel. 

For more details contact the Wardens. 

Trelowarren Fellowship, Mawgan, I Ids ton, Cornwall TR12 SAD 

01326 221 366 

Reg Charity \ T o 269H4 Exists to promote the healing of the church 


COME ON RETREAT WITH 


E 


RAYER 

and NATURE 


A CREATION SPIRITUALITY EXPERIENCE 

Join the many who gather at various places for a few 
days to pray and meditate and share their love for 
nature under the guidance of experienced chaplains and 
naturalists. These retreats are held in beautiful places, 
the Brecon Beacons, N.E. Yorkshire Moors, 
Glastonbury, Shropshire, Suffolk (Minsmere) etc. They 
follow the usual way of prayer, silence, meditation and 
Eucharist, but also time is spent in the country, at 
nature reserves, SSIs, woods and meadows, sometimes 
with professional naturalists. The walks are short. 
Everyone is welcome. No experience needed. No extra 
charge for single rooms. 
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Application to: Mrs Delma Green, 56 Springfield Road, 
West Hill, Wincanton, Somerset BA6 9DD with sae 
H Tel 01963 33722 



Wondering where to take your next retreat alone 
or as a group? 

ST GILDAS offers: 

Comfortable rooms (for about 50 people) - Excellent home 
cooked foot, 5 acres of garden and woods - Covered syvimming 
pool (seasonal) Self contained day suite (for about 40 people) 
But above all ST GILDAS is a place of 
QUIET -LOVE -PEACE 

Why not join the growing family of delighted visitors? 
contact: Rev David Wakefield for further details and 
programme of special retreats 
ST GILDAS CHRISTIAN CENTRE 
The Hill, Langport, Somerset, TA10 9QF 
Tel No: 01458 250296 Fax No: 01458 251293 


Telephone : 


O SI 



ISRAEL -THE HOLYLAND 

Where it all Started! 


£399 • 8 day SUPER VALUE TOUR 3rd-10th Feb 1999 
£435 1 3th-20th Feb 99 (School 1/2 term) 

The Millennium Tour 30th Dec 99 - 6 Jan 2000 
From £879 (A 5* Celebration of the Dawn of 2000 in 
Jerusalem The City of God) 

Family Bible Holiday Tour 1 6th-23rd August 1999 
(Adults £599 Children £349) 

Specialists in “Tailor Made” Group Tours - Free places 
for leaders + £250 expenses for groups of over 25 


STAR TOURS & HOLIDAYS 


The Church Centre, Lancaster Road, 
Shrewsbury SY1 3LE 
Tel. 01743 460931 Fax. 01743 460932 
Email: StarManC@aol.com 

Travelink Group Ltd. ABTAV7117 AT0L1688 
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A man marked by the presence 
of God as few other people are 

Martin Chadwick died on December 1 7 after a long period of ill health. Before his retire- 
ment in 1 996, he was Vicar of Charlbury and Rural Dean. He never wanted a high public 
profile, yet his remarkable gifts touched hundreds of lives.The Dean of Christ Church, John 
Drury, preached at his funeral on December 23.This is a shortened version of what he said 


I t’s all right for God, ‘with whom 
do live the spirits of them that 
depart hence in the Lord, and 
with whom the souls of the faith- 
ful, after they are delivered from 
the burden of the flesh, are in joy 
and felicity’ - all right for the 
Eternal to have the perpetual com- 
pany of one with whom He has 
such a lot in common. All right 
also for Martin. For us though, it is 
terrible to have lost so good a 
man. Without him, and a few oth- 
ers, what clue can we ever have 
about God to guide us? As hus- 
band, father, grandfather, brother, 
friend and priest he enjoyed a mul- 
tiple occupancy in the hundreds of 
hearts and minds which he under- 
stood and clarified and supported. 

He gave you a sense of 
homecoming 

Martin would look at you for a bit 
longer than people usually do: a 
long look from dark eyes with such 
depth of courtesy and uncon- 
straining interest and 
entertainment, that it gave you a 
personal sense of homecoming. 

We very nearly lost him thirty 
three years ago. He had left Trinity 
Hall, where he and Robert Runcie 
had formed such a distinct, 
admired and entertaining clerical 
pair, to live in Pusey House. There 
he sank, among the cables and dials 
of his recording apparatus, into an 
awful depressed lassitude. Word 
went round that he was dying. He 



Canon Martin Chadwick 


certainly seemed to be having a 
trial run at it.Then Glena Offen 
came and loved him like mad and 
got his love back. Martin revived 
into husband, dad and country par- 
son of the George Herbert model. 
His music revived too. He flour- 
ished - in a slightly bemused and 
wry way, of course, and to his own 
wide-eyed surprise. Martin amid 
his stunning girls; Martin among his 
tenderly and humourously under- 
stood friends and parishioners; 
Martin the violinist taught by Adela 
Fachiri, once again working over a 
phrase until it was right ; Martin 
getting deep into computers as 
soon as they arrived in public. 

He learned his ministry from 
Hugh Maycock, who moved from 
his chair as little as possible, and 
with the kindly and sardonic 
Prebendary Gage-Brown at St 


Cuthbert’s, Philbeach Gardens. 
Trinity Hall, Christ Church, Market 
Lavington and Charlbury reaped 
the golden benefits. 

Activism he judged 
hopeless 

Activism he judged hopeless. Yet 
(and one hardly knows what to 
make of this) he turned the inside 
of Charlbury church round 180 
degrees with a decisiveness 
beyond the reach of comment - 
and there it was. A mystery. 

His delicious dryness owed a 
bit to Rose Macaulay, more to what 
he had had to endure. This, and 
the sobriety of his observation 
and analysis of people and things, 
made his compassion especially 
valuable. Where did it come from, 
in the last analysis? Mystics testify 
to the deep darkness of God, the 
cloud, the abyss. Glena and the 
girls stopped him slipping away 
into it too early. But having been 
there - and never being all that far 
away from it - actually gave him, 
not only a sad and realistic sobri- 
ety, but also a delighted sense of 
the precious value of little things 
and actions, the importance of get- 
ting things right. Both of these 
were modes of his exceptionally 
acute charity. 

There can be no doubt that 
God, with whom the soul of this 
faithful man is in joy and felicity, 
was behind it all. Martin was 
marked by that presence as few 
people are. 



Tree marks 50 years of care 

Sid Hounslow, celebrated 50 years 
as Churchwarden of Holy Trinity 
Church, Drayton Parslow in North 
Bucks by planting a tree helped by 
Christopher Maude, his fellow 
warden. Afterwards, in a packed 
church Sid, with his wife 
Rosemary, was thanked by the 
village for 50 years of care and was 
presented with an inscribed glass 
bowl and a garden seat. 


Christ the Cornerstone 

The ministerial team at Christ 
the Cornerstone in Milton 
Keynes has announced that it 
will be joined in June by the Revd 
Richard Cattley, 49, currently 
vicar of St Barnabas in Dulwich. 
Richard trained for the ministry 
at Trinity College, Bristol after a 
time in retail management His 
ministerial experience includes 
both youth work and involve- 
ment in ecumenical enterprises. 



Look up at the poppies and 
swear you’ll never forget 

The little church of St Giles, Noke is to have a 
new stained-glass window for the first time 
since the early 1 9th century. It was the idea of 
the parish meeting to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the end of World War 1 1. 
The design by local artist Sharon Campbell, is 
based on blue skies and poppies. It is accom- 
panied by a plaque with words from the 
World War I poet, Siegfried Sassoon; ‘Look 
up, and by the green of the spring swear you’ll 
never forget’.The window was dedicated by 
the Rector, the Revd Richard Sturch at a 
family service on December 1 0. 


Liturgy, celibacy 
and funerals - all 
in a General 
Synod day 

John Bowen summarises the 
November 1998 General Synod 
meeting for The DOOR 

The first day’s debates included: 
providing the option of Church 
faculty or civic planning control 
for institutional and peculiar 
places of worship; revising legisla- 
tion for the continued use of ASB 
services after 2000 if the diocesan 
bishop agrees; allowing Ripon 
Diocese to petition the Queen so as 
to be called Ripon and Leeds. 
General (preliminary) Approval 
was given to the use of the ASB 
ordination service until 2005 and 
there was final Approval for using 
the Series 1 marriage service until 
2005. 

Church schools debated 

Synod approved en bloc the six 
Archbishops’ nominations to the 
Archbishops’ Council. A signifi- 
cant debate about church schools 
decided that diocesan synods 
should review resources and PCC’s 
should discuss and support 
schools. Church schools should 
consider changing to voluntary 
aided status which increases free- 
dom to appoint teachers whose 
beliefs are consistent with 
Christianity and the Archbishops’ 
Council should establish a com- 
mission to make proposals for 
future developments. The Synod 


revised the new draft service which 
will permit previously reserved 
bread and wine to be used in a 
Sunday Communion-like service 
without a priest. 

The Rt Hon Clare Short MP 
talked about the need for Church 
involvement to decrease world 
poverty. There was also a debate on 
the diaconate and it was agreed 
that a working party will be set up. 

Synod agreed to the continued 
use of Series 1 burial services until 
2005. A debate about the wording 
of the Lord’s Prayer in the proposed 
Common Worship Book increased 
the number of versions from two 
to three. It is now intended that 
the ‘modified traditional text’ 
(‘trespasses’ and ‘temptation’) and 
the Alternative Service Book text 
(‘sins’ and ‘temptation’) will be 
used. In addition, the English 
Language Liturgical Commission 
text (‘sins* and ‘the time of trial*) 
will be printed in the new book. 
The Book of Common Prayer text 
will be excluded, although it may 
be used. 

In a debate on lifelong celibacy 
the Synod expressed its apprecia- 
tion of those who felt called to a 
celibate life. Next came a debate 
about funerals. It was recommend- 
ed that we plan them, with the 
help of our ministers, when we are 
still alive. 

Communion service approved 

A report on ordained local min- 
istry which is the successor to local 
non-stipendiary ministry was 
debated and Synod then approved 
the revised Communion service 
which now goes to the House of 
Bishops for further consideration. 

John Bowen lives in Binfield near Reading 



The World Famous 

Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts 

Now has an ITALIA CONTI ASSOCIATE SCHOOL in your area! 
and is offering weekend, part-time professional Performing Arts classes 

for students from 3 years to Adult. 

Freestyle Jazz Dance ~ Musical Production ~ Ballet ~ ISTD modern ~ ISTD Tap 
~ Professional Master Classes ~ Acting Technique 
* Acting for Camera ~ Singing ~ * Media Production ~ 

Drama Workshop ~ LAMDA Acting ~ * GCSE Drama 
* The above classes are subject to demand 
and may not be available at all branches 
Studio Location 

St. Crispin's School, 

London Road 
WOKINGHAM, Berks 

For further information and full written details, contact: 

Italia Conti Associates Tel/Fax: 01483 826615 
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comment from 

The Bishop of Dorchester 

Understanding the 
nature of ‘church’ 

Christmas is the high watermark in 
most village churches. On all sides there 
are reports of large and increased 
numbers; some larger villages had over 
a thousand people attending the church over the 
Christmas period. Even the extra chairs from the 
village hall will no longer provide everyone with a seat. 
But now, in the Sundays before Lent, there is no need 
for anyone to stand. 

In a sense we have become accustomed to this; it is 
part of the annual pattern of life. But what is this 
telling us about the nature of the church? Nationally, 
the Church of England has suspended reporting 
figures for Sunday attendance.This is partly because it 
is suspected that the old method of reporting under- 
estimated those who attended Anglican churches, but 
not on a weekly basis. Currently there are some 
research projects, including one in this Diocese, which 
aim to produce more accurate figures. 

Changing pattern of attendance 
What is clear is that patterns of church attendance 
are changing. It isn’t the same in every church, but the 
dominant trend in all denominations is towards a 
decline in the number of people who attend every 
Sunday and, it is strongly suspected, an increase in 
those who come less frequently. 

All this is part of a wider picture, for there is a change 
in the nature of ‘belonging* in post-modern society. 
People no longer identify themselves as members of 
organisations, particularly traditional ones.There have 
always been two dimensions to belonging - identifica- 
tion and participation. One reading of the present situ- 
ation is that there is a decline in those who participate 
in the life of the church, but an increase in those who 
identify with the church. 

Affected by consumerist attitudes 
Today, people’s approach to churches, as with much 
else, is increasingly affected by consumerist attitudes. 
The ‘goods and services’ of the churches are to be 
used when needed and when occasion demands 
without any implication of belonging. 

All this is a long way from any definition of the church 
which we would recognise, as the company of people 
who seek to live consciously within God’s saving love 
and to declare that love to others. 

But the fact remains that in our own Diocese, whilst 
every figure is moving upwards, nonetheless, during 
the Decade of Evangelism, our membership (electoral 
rolls) has declined six per cent. 

The challenge of Christmas is to recognise that many 
people want to go to church and want what the 
church has to offer; they do not understand that they 
are called not just to visit the church occasionally but 
to be the church and to live not just as those who iden- 
tify with Christian goals and aspirations, but as those 
who participate in the living body of Christ. 

As we look forward to Lent and Easter, the call is to a 
deeper understanding of Christian community and 
discipleship;that the many who look to the churches 
may experience the joy of participating in the life of 
the Christian community. 

+ Anthony Dorchester 



Millennium: milestone or millstone? 


Will life as we know it suddenly cease at the midnight hour of December 
31st I $99? Beau Stevenson, a psychotherapist and priest, calms our 
Millennium nerves and reminds us of ‘eternal standard time* 


D riving to Florida in the old 
family car my father 
announced solemnly that 
something momentous was about to 
happen. The big event was that our 
car in about two miles time was about 
to pass the 100,000 mile mark when 
the odometer would go back to ‘0* 
and start all over again. My brother 
and I, aged around 
eight and ten, craned 
to look at the gauge 
while he drove. A big 
boundary was about 
to be passed and we 
would be there to see 
it. 

Of course no big 
event could happen 
unless something else 
could happen with it, 
so we spontaneously 
decided that ‘the win- 
ner’ would be the one 
who could get the last 
punch in just before it 
turned. Seeing so 
many noughts coming 
up simultaneously was 
too good to be missed! 

Since my brother was 
holding my arms down 
on the top of the seat, I 
did manage to get the 
last punch in (with my 
foot) just as it moved 
from 99999 to 00000. 

The crossing of any 
boundary is important 
and raises feelings. I 
even manage to get misty-eyed while 
officiating at a wedding of a couple I 
do not even know very well, simply at 
the magnitude of the step they are 
taking. 

Feelings at crossing 
boundaries are often marked 
with turmoil 

The Millennium also raises a lot of 
feelings. To be able to see the clock 
turn, not only a century forward but 
1000 years forward at the same time 
feels momentous; even now people are 
planning what they will be doing at 
the great event. 

Feelings at crossing boundaries are 
often marked with turmoil. Each year 
there is a seasonal madness which 
intrudes upon the spiritual meaning 


of Christmas. It is called: 
‘everything-has-to-be-done-by- 
Christmas-itis’. That hallway which 
has not been painted for the last five 
years suddenly has to be done by 
Christmas. Christmas cards have to be 
sent. 

If one does not stop and think what 
stance we take toward deadlines, then 
we can get caught up in a collective 


madness in which ‘everything has to 
be put right’ by the time the boundary 
is crossed. 

It is interesting to see how history 
repeats itself at the Millennium. When 
1000 AD came along, there was wide- 
spread panic reported at the possible 
second coming of Christ. We have a secu- 
lar eschatological (doctrine of last things) 
fear happening at the moment: the mil- 
lennium bug? Will life as we know it 
suddenly cease with electricity, hospital, 
and food supplies coming to a halt at the 
midnight hour of 31 December 1999? 
There is genuine concern and this is per- 
haps a good thing. It would be good if the 
concern could also extend to our com- 
mon spiritual life as well. 

As Christians we are celebrating 2000 
years since the birth of Our Saviour. It is a 
significant event and we wish to cele- 


brate it well. It does take forethought as 
to how that anniversary will find us: in 
prayer, in celebratory mood; lighting a 
candle, with those welove. It does require 
preparation to celebrate it thoughtfully. 
Perhaps in order to celebrate it well, we 
need to get rid of the emotional ‘excess 
baggage’ that everything needs to be 
done by the time the odometer turns 
another 1000 years. After all, if Christmas 
affects so many of us in that way each 
year, think of the potential for turmoil 
with the ending of one millennium and 
the beginning of another. 

In order to help us not to 
over-react and turn this cele- 
bratory milestone into a 
millstone of obligation, per- 
haps it is important to realise 
that from the Christian per- 
spective the work of the 
Millennium is ‘old news’. 

The work of Christ has 
already been 
done on the cross 

The work of Christ has already 
been done on the cross and 
through his resurrection. We 
are in that sense celebrating 
something which has been 
already at work for 2000 years. 
Also if the birth of Christ was, 
as scholars tell us, in 4 BC, 
then the anniversary has 
passed. We can then only 
reflect what we were doing 
when the real Millennium hap- 
pened four years ago! 

A clue might be found in 
Psalm 90: 4 which is para- 
phrased in the hymn ‘0 God 
Our Help in Ages Past’: 
l A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch which ends 
the night 

Before the rising sun. ’ 

There it is. From the perspective of eterni- 
ty we can say with faith: ‘One thousand 
years for us; while one evening passes in 
eternity’. How would we want to cele- 
brate the passing of one evening of 
eternity? Maybe what we can strive to do 
is to change our internal clock to ‘eternal 
standard time* and celebrate the fact 
that, from God’s point of view, each 
moment is timeless and'precious and 
1000 years is but another moment in the 
Mind of God. 

Beaumont Stevenson 

Canon Beau Stevenson is the Diocese’s Advisor in 
Pastoral Care. He is a trained psychotherapist and 
Chaplain of the psychiatric hospitals in Oxford. 



The Millennium dome is a new London landmark. It has also 
become a symbol of the Millennium. Designed by the Richard 
Rogers partnership, it could hold 1 3 Albert Halls or two Wembley 
stadia. In fact the Dome will house the Millennium Experience 
with its theme of ‘Time to Make a Difference’. A central arena 
will be surrounded by 14 exhibition zones including a Spirit Zone. 
Beau Stevenson remarkediit is extraordinary how like the shape 
of a Berber tent the dome is, reminding us perhaps that we are all 
pilgrims in this transient world’. Photograph: QA Photos Ltd 


Christian 

Counselor 

A problem shared... 
Molly Warburton Dip Couns. 

01869 322492 



Select 
Windows 

Give your home a beautiful new outlook . . . 
with a wide range of safe, secure windows, 
doors, patio doors and conservatories 

Unit 15, TF Smith Buildings 
154 Newland, Witney 

Telephone: (01993) 773880 
Fax: (01993) 771881 



Turn your grief 
into hope 


Long after the funeral flowers 
have faded a donation in memory 
of a loved one can give hope to 
vulnerable children and .young 
people. 

A donation to The Children’s 
Society can help us make young 
lives worth living. 


For your free 
‘Donations In Memory’ 
information, please call 
Sharon Horrobin at 
The Children’s Society 
on 01582 421932. 


Charity Raglatratlon No. 221 1 24 


The 

Children's 

Society 



CD £12.95 
Cassette £7.95 

inc. VAT & postage 


"From Chaucer to W.H. Auden songs carols and 
anthems by Walsingham Centenary composer Paul 
Johnson” 

CAMBRIDGE VOICES 

Director Ian Moore 

ADEY GRUMMET Soprano 
CHARLES HUMPHRIES Counter tenor 
NIGEL KERRY Organ 
Cheques payable to Paul Johnson 





.01553 771789 


MODERN MUSIC 

ABINGDON READING BASING5T0KE 

The newly appointed exclusive dealer 
for the entire Oxford diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

instruments for Church and Home 

The most advanced digital organs incorporating 
English samples. The range begins with 


OPUS 1 

Single manual instrument 
with 20 digital sampled 
voices, 7 factory pre-sets, 
7 user pre-sets, melodic 
bass and single finger 
chords. Powerful built-in 
amplifiers and speakers 
with reverb 

£1,995 inc VAT 


OPUS 5 

Twin manual instrument 
with 32 note pedalboard, 
19 digital sampled voices, 
7 factory pre-sets, 7 user 
pre-sets, powerful built-in 
amplifiers and speakers 
with re-verb and line-out for 
optional external speakers 

£4,250 inc VAT 


FOR FREE ADVISORY SERVICE, BROCHURES 
AND FREE SAMPLE CDs CONTACT: 

Modern Music Centre 
120-122 Broad street Mall, 
Reading RC1 7QA 
Tel: 0118 958 1320 
Fax: 0118 959 7942 
e-mail:sales @ modmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modern-music.co.uk 
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letters to the editor 


Only God 
can make us 
Christians 

I am thrilled that being a Christian gives 
new meaning to so many lives. But I was 
made a Christian at my baptism through 
God’s Holy Spirit. In the December 1998 
issue of The DOOR (page 7) Derek Lightfoot 
of St Paul’s, Slough says, ‘I became a 
Christian last year at the age of 29’. 

You, our Editor, on page 8, say that you 
became a Christian 16 years ago, though 
you gallantly claim earlier to have lived 
through 50 years of tantrums. 

I am genuinely puzzled. Were you and 
Derek Lightfoot baptised (respectively) 16 
years ago and last year, or do you mean 
that for both of you Christian discipleship 
came alive? Could we not use that last 
phrase or find an adjective to convey more 
accurately what we mean? Perhaps ‘I 
became a living Christian’ or ‘I became a 
practising Christian’. 

One is ‘made’ a Christian, it is not some 
thing one does for oneself. We baptise 
babies and God makes them Christians, on 
the understanding that the repentance 
faith and loving obedience will be taught 
by their parents and they can ‘confirm’ 
their own allegiance when they grow to 
understanding. 

If we don’t make babies Christians when 
they are baptised, what on earth are we 
doing to them? St Paul, after he met Christ 
on the Damascus road, was blind for three 
days, after which Ananias baptised him. 
When the Ethiopian eunuch found faith 
through Philip’s explanation of the 
Scriptures, he asked (Acts 8:38) ‘See here is 
water. What is to prevent my being bap- 
tised?’ 

Why are we afraid to acknowledge God’s 
grace through the sacrament of baptism 
wherein ‘I was made a member of Christ, 
the child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven’? 

George de Burgh-Thomas, Wantage 


Candles for dark places 

Although I support the Church in its wish 
to mark the Millennium, I feel strongly 
that the suggestion that churches provide 
each household in their area with a candle 
is not only impractical, expensive and ‘gim- 
micky’, but also projects the image of the 
Church as a poor steward of its finances. 
The candle is an appropriate symbol, but 
why not put it to more practical use? 

The Reading-based charity. Children’s Aid 
Direct, is appealing for candles for Kosovo, 
where houses and warehouses are in dark- 
ness because of the lack of electricity. 

This is an on-going problem so we, at St 
Mary’s and St John’s, California, would like 
to put the money that would have been 
spent on small, decorative candles towards 
large household candles for Kosovo. We also 
hope that people in the parish will join us 
in this venture. 

I do appreciate that there is a time for cele- 
bration and extravagance, and we know 
‘the poor are always with us,* but Kosovo’s 
plight does seem to dovetail so obviously 
into the need to present Christ as the light 
of the world at the end of the 20th century. 
It would seem to me that doing something 
as simple as providing light for our fellow 
human beings embodies the theological, 
spiritual and practical aspects of a 
Christian faith ready to embark on the next 
millennium. 

Sue Richmond, Finchampstead 

Readers deserve recognition 

I was delighted to see in The DOOR 
(December 1998) the notification of Sir 
Raymond Whitney’s licensing as reader. 
After the Petertide and Michaelmas ordina- 
tions, The DOOR publishes photographs 
and brief biographical notes of all those 
ordained - so why not for the readers? They 
too have spent three long years training in 


their own time and sometimes at their own 
expense. Anyone attending the readers’ 
London Colney Conference held each 
September cannot fail to be struck by the 
Christian fellowship displayed and the 
eagerness to enhance their ministry 
through the workshops on offer. 

The Oxford Diocese should be proud of its 
readers and their very diverse skills and tal- 
ents, so please, along with Sir Raymond, 
may we also congratulate: James 
Armstrong, Robert Cuffe-Adams, Philip 
Baul, Caroline Baynes, Richard Chand, 
Rodney Dawber, David Dendy, Rodney 
Elton, Pamela Halliwell, Mary Hutchins, 
Mary Jackson, Meg Kirby, Caroline 
McKeown, Nick McLeish, Richard Rooley, 
Alison Smale, Barry Taylor, Beryl Walters 
and Richard Young. 

Penelope Fletcher, Kintbury 

I have been reading The DOOR for a num- 
ber of years and notice that there is very 
seldom any mention of readers. There are 
400+ readers in the Diocese and more in 
training, surely a valuable trained minister- 
ial resource? 

I should like to suggest that it is time some 
prominence is given to readers in the 
Diocesan newspaper. What about a two- 
page spread addressing their very varied 
ministries and their contribution to the life 
of the Church? A number of people in our 
churches have little knowledge of the read- 
er’s role, let alone its variety within the 
Church, the home and the workplace. 

Alison Hassall, reader at Eton with Eton Wick 
and Boveney and Domey 

I am sorry you feel that The DOOR has neglected 
readers. Maybe you missed our double-page 
spread on vocation in June 1996, which included 
a glowing testimony on the reader ministry from 
Jane Usher of St Matthew's, Grand Pont, or the 
two articles in May 1998, one of them introduc- 


ing Bob Rhodes, the new Warden of Readers. It is 
always difficult when we have so many areas of 
interest to cover. However you will be glad to 
hear that we are planning a special readers' fea- 
ture for the summer. Ed. 

Tell us when God speaks to you 

I am hoping that some readers of The 
DOOR may be able to help me in an on- 
going Christian research project concerned 
with relatively short, intense and, in some 
cases, life-changing spiritual experiences 
that many people, both Christians and non- 
Christians, have reported. 

Alistair Hardy of the Religious Experience 
Research Unit described these experiences 
as involving, for the great majority, ‘a 
strong feeling of a transcendental reality*. 
My work, which I am carrying out with the 
assistance of the Unit, is designed to exam- 
ine and compare experiences as reported by 
Christians from a wide range of denomina- 
tions and traditions. 

If you have at any time had one or more 
‘relatively short, intense spiritual experi- 
ences* and would be willing to talk to me 
(in strict confidence, of course) I should be 
grateful if you would get in touch. I would 
take no more than half an hour of your 
time either at your home or mine. 

Everyone who has participated so far has 
found it very worthwhile and enjoyable. 
Please contact Myra Bennett, 4 Ambleside Drive, 
Oxford 0X3 OAG. Tel: 01865 769741. 

Withdraw the Easter poster 

It has been reported that the Churches 
Advertising Network is producing an Easter 
poster representing our Lord with the face 
of Che Guevara. Surely this would be more 
appropriate for a memorial to Theudas or 
Judas of Galilee (Acts 5: 36-37)? 

A national newspaper has described those 
responsible as ‘church buffoons’. This is a 
very charitable estimate of their motives. It 
is a shameful thing that the worst exam- 
ples of blasphemy should come from the 
Church itself. Is it too late for the poster to 
be withdrawn before Easter? 

Stephen Freer, Cheltenham 


E QU I 7/4 - A fair price for gas for everybody. 


What is EQUI GAS? 

EQUIGAS is a new approach to gas prices - with one big 
difference. It’s fair to all! 

With some gas tariffs, customers pay a higher standing 
charge and unit rate when paying by prepayment meter 
than those who pay by direct debit So even if prepayment 
customers have lower gas usage, they pay proportionally 
more for their gas and yet are probably least able to 
afford it 

The EQUIGAS approach solves these problems. With the 
EQUIGAS tariff, all customers pay the same price. There is 
no standing charge and you only pay for the gas you use. 
And the price is competitive, so the main advantages of gas 
competition - lower prices and freedom of choice - can 
now benefit those who need them most 

Why has EQUIGAS been developed? 

Research shows that competition has brought lower gas 
prices, but that these benefits are not fairly distributed 
amongst all customers. So, a non-profit making company 
called EBICo - the ‘equitable company’ - has been 
established to offer a fair price for all.Through EQUIGAS, it 
can direct the benefits of gas competition to those who 
have not been able to do anything about it - until now. 
EBICo believes that many people do really care for others, 
and are willing to switch to a gas tariff that is fair for all. 

How will EQUIGAS work? 

EQUIGAS offers a single unit rate and no standing 
charge for your gas supply - whatever payment method 
you choose. 

In addition, any extra income that EQUIGAS generates 
will be returned to customers in the form of a rebate. 
So the more people who join EQUIGAS, the greater the 
benefit for all. 

To ensure fairness, the distribution and calculation of the 
rebate will be independently audited. And you will receive 
a regular newsletter providing information on the 
performance of EQUIGAS, together with an ethical and 
financial report. 



Why choose EQUIGAS? 

EQUIGAS will enable the benefits of gas competition to be 
directed to those who are missing out at the moment. 

And for complete peace of mind, EBICo has arranged for 
your gas to be supplied by Southern Electric Gas, part of 
Southern Electric pic, which has the highest level of service 
including: 

• consistently fair pricing 

• the best safety record 

• a record as the top performer for customer service 

By choosing EQUIGAS you will be supporting EBICo’s aims 
of caring for the common good. 


How much is EQUIGAS? 

The price is 1 .638p (including VAT) per kWh of gas used, 
no matter what payment method you select. 

There is no standing charge* with EQUIGAS - you will only 
pay for the gas you actually use. 

And don’t forget the rebates which are planned. 

How easy is it to change? 

Changing to EQUIGAS is easy and will involve: 

• no disruption to your gas supply 

• no new pipes and meters 

Simply call our WelcomeLine free on 

0800 117 116 quoting EQUIGAS. 

We’ll send you a pack, including a 
simple application form and reply paid 
envelope. All you need to do is fill it in 
and return it to us. We’ll do the rest. 

By joining the growing number of people switching to 
EQUIGAS, you show you care. 

EQUIG/1S is a change for 
the better -for all . 

EQUIG45 

For more information about EBICo visit 

www.ebico.co.uk. 

*For customers with a pre payment Quantum meter this wil be refunded 
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CLEANING EQUIPMENT HIRE 
and SALES 


’ Carpet & Upholstery Cleaners 

* High Pressure Jet Washers 
1 Steam Cleaners 

* Industrial Vacuum Cleaners 

* Full Delivery & Set-up Service 

* On-site advice and instruction 
Branches at: Kiddlington, Abingdon and 

Wallingford 


PHONE US ON 01491 825600 

Visit our Showroom at 2 St. Peter s Place, 
Wallingford, Oxon 




Distinctive Designer 
Knitwear 

Flax Linen Clothing 
Jewellery and Accessories 

45 The High Street 
Tel; 01993 822266 



PANGBOURNE 

COLLEGE 

HMC Co-ed (age 11 - 18 ) 

To coincide with the opening of the 
new Falklands Memorial Chapel later 
this year Pangboume College is 
offering 

A CHORAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

for entry to 

THE SIXTH FORM 
to the value of 50% of fees 

For further details, 
telephone the Registrar 

0118 984 2101 





Wed 2 December *98 to Sat 1 6 January ’99 

By L. Frank Baum, Adapted by Frank Gabrielson, With music & 
lyrics from the MGM picture score by Harold Alien & E. Y. Young, 
Background music by Herbert Stothart, Directed by John Doyie, 

Box office: 01635 46044 “SSTSS 

The Watermi Theatre*Bagnor*nr Newbury* RG20 8AE 
The Watermill Theatre is a registered charity number 261430 
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Reform, reorganisation and recovery 


M y appointment as Chairman 
of the Church of England 
Board of Finance (CBF) was 
approved by the General Synod in 
July 1992 on the very day on which 
an article appeared in the Financial 
Times drawing attention to the finan- 
cial problems of the Church 
Commissioners. 

The CBF and the Church 
Commissioners are two quite distinct 
and separate bodies. As the feature on 
the Church Commissioners shows, 
their primary responsibility was (and 
still is) to manage and safeguard the 
historic assets of the Church of 
England and to distribute their 
income for the benefit of the Church, 
partly in fulfilment of statutory oblig- 
ations and partly to support the 
parochial structure throughout 
England and Wales by directing finan- 
cial help to areas most in need. 

The CBF by contrast is the financial 
executive of the General Synod and 
the financial advisory body of the 
Church of England. Through its 
Investment Office, the CBF has long 
handled the investment funds on 
behalf of many churches and church 
organisations, providing a range of 
alternative funds in which are invest- 
ed the reserves of dioceses, parishes 
and other church-related organisa- 
tions either on a short or longer term 
basis. At December 31, 1998 the 
Investment Office had Church funds 
under management in excess of 
£1.4bn. 

Although the CBF and the Church 
Commissioners were separate in terms 
of management and responsibilities, 
they had a common overall objective, 
namely the financial well-being of the 
Church. No doubt partly as a result of 
this, the roles of First Church Estates 
Commissioner and Chairman of the 
CBF were held by the same person for 
a number of years and it was only dur- 
ing the last year of Sir Douglas 
Lovelock’s term of office in the dual 
capacity that it was decided to sepa- 
rate the two roles again and thus to 
restore the situation as it had been 
some ten years earlier. 

As matters turned out, this was a wise 
decision by the General Synod since, 
when the Church Commissioners’ 
problems were disclosed, there was a 
danger that all confidence in the cen- 
tral structures of the Church 
(including, for example, the CBF 
investment funds) might have been 
imperilled. 

Restoring confidence 

After the Church Commissioners’ dif- 
ficulties had been recognised and 
publicised, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury felt it necessary to move 
quickly to try and restore confidence. 


Alan McLintock, the former 
Chairman of the Church of ■ 

England Board of Finance and 
currently Chairman of the 
Church Commissioners* Audit 
Committee, explains how the 
Commissioners’ much publicised 
losses led to reforms which have 
radically affected their role and 
structure 

He set up a small body known as ‘The 
Lambeth Group’ to investigate why 
the likely impact of the 
Commissioners’ liabilities, mainly for 
pensions, hadn’t been earlier recog- 
nised and why they had lost, at least 
on paper, some £800m of value from 
their investment portfolio. As 
Chairman of the CBF I was invited to 
join the Lambeth group and was thus 
able to help in trying to determine 
what had gone wrong and why. 

The report which we published rec- 
ommended, amongst other things 
that the Archbishops should set up a 
commission to advise on the whole 
structure of the central organisation 
of the Church of England, at the same 
time seeking to ensure that the 
Commissioners’ recent difficulties 
would not recur. The result was the 
establishment of the Turnbull 
Commission (so called because it was 
chaired by Bishop Turnbull) to pro- 
duce a comprehensive report with 
suggestions for streamlining and reor- 
ganising all the central structures on 
sound theological principles. 

Turnbull Commission 

I was a member of the 14-strong 
Commission and our report was pub- 
lished in September 1995. The reforms 
proposed were wide-ranging and 
included, for example, the establish- 
ment of an Archbishops’ Council to 
act as an executive body for the 
General Synod, the winding-up of the 
responsibilities of the CBF and the 
Standing Committee of the General 
Synod, a reduction in the number of 
Church Commissioners and the trans- 
fer of responsibility for many of the 
Commissioners’ duties, particularly in 
relation to stipends, to the 
Archbishops* Council. One of the main 
priorities was seen as bringing togeth- 
er within one body (the Archbishops’ 
Council) responsibility for policy and 
finance. It was and still is hoped that 
in due course all the central activities 
of the Church will be carried out from 
Church House, Westminster, leaving 
much valuable space in the 
Commissioners’ offices at No 1 
Millbank for sale or letting. 

Before these reforms could be 
implemented, we needed the agree- 



ment of the General Synod and this in 
turn depended on a broad measure of 
acceptance by dioceses. I was invited 
to chair a steering group to draw up 
the necessary legislation and, as part 
of the process, to suggest the practical 
steps which would need to be taken to 
re-allocate responsibilities and to 
introduce the new regime. It took 
many hours of consultation to per- 
suade doubters - of whom there were 
many and still remain some - about 
the purpose and effects of the steps 
proposed. The consultation period was 
extended to allow more time for 
debate and in due course the draft 
Measure was approved by the General 
Synod in February 1998. It subsequent- 
ly went through the Ecclesiastical 
Committee of the House of Commons 
and obtained Royal Assent a few 
months later. 

New regime from January I 

The new regime which came into oper- 
ation on January 1 this year embodied 
most of the original recommenda- 
tions of the Turnbull Commission, 
namely that the Church 
Commissioners, reduced in number 
from 95 to 33, should retain responsi- 
bility for the management of the 
historic assets while the allocation of 
available income as well as overall 
direction of the Church’s finances 
should be put in the hands of the new 
Archbishops* Council. The Standing 
Committee and the CBF also ceased to 
be part of the operational structure. 

A separate but related matter which 
had to be implemented as part of the 
overall process of reform was the trans- 
fer of responsibility for the payment 
of premiums for clergy pensions to 
the dioceses (and thus to the parishes 
themselves) in respect of future ser- 
vice as from January 1, 1998. This was 
a direct result of a continuing increase 
in the number of retired clergy and 
the over-commitment of the assets of 
the Church Commissioners who nev- 
ertheless retain the obligation to pay 
pensions to clergy in respect of all ser- 
vice prior to January 1, 1998. 

It is welcome news to record that 
many of the paper losses suffered by 
the Church Commissioners in the 
recession of 1989/1992 have since been 
recovered and much good work by the 
Commissioners, their advisers and 
staff has restored equilibrium to their 
balance sheet, thus going a long way 
to recreating confidence in the way 
they are managing the major finan- 
cial responsibilities entrusted to and 
remaining with them. 

Alan McLintock lives in Burford, 

Oxfordshire. He was knighted in the New 
Year's Honours for his services to the 
Church of England. 
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the central point . 1 1 


opens on 




Questions are often 
asked in the 
Diocese about the 
role of the Church 
Commissioners. 
People are 
especially 
concerned about a 
significant shift of 
some financial 
responsibilities from 
the Commissioners 
to the Diocese and 
parishes 


Who are the Church Commissioners? 

There are now 33 Church Commissioners, 
including:The Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York; The First Church Estates 
Commissioner, Sir Michael Colman 
(pictured), The Second Church Estates 
Commissioner, Mr Stuart Bell MP (our 
spokesman in the House of Commons), The 
Third Church Estates Commissioner, Mrs 
Margaret Laird.There are also four bishops, 
three clergy and four lay persons elected by 
the Houses of the General Synod and two 
deans or provosts elected by all the deans 
and provosts, three persons nominated by 
the Queen; three persons nominated by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and of York acting jointly. Membership also 
includes six ex-officio State representatives, including the Prime Minister, 
the Lord Chancellor and the House of Commons Speaker. 
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Fifty years of 
support for 
parish 
ministry 

1 999 marks the 52nd year of ser- 
vice since our foundation in 
1948 following the amalgama- 
tion of our two predecessor bodies, 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
and Queen Anne’s Bounty. We inher- 
ited their assets, statutory duties and 
responsibilities and have continued 
their work in the support of the 
Church’s ministry nationwide. 
Throughout the years we have tried 
to respond to the Church’s needs, 
adapting our own support in line 
with the Church’s developing min- 
istry. 

A new chapter 

1999 is also the start of a new chap- 
ter in our history, flowing on from 
the reforms of the central church 
bodies made by the National 
Institutions Measure 1998. We now 
have a much-reduced membership 
(from 95 to 33 Commissioners). The 
balances of Church/State and 
appointed/elected/ex-officio mem- 
bers of the old Commissioners is 
reflected in the new Constitution. 


We welcome the opportunities to 
work with the Archbishops* Council, 
and are as determined as ever to pro- 
vide a significant and high quality 
service for the Church and its min- 
istry. 

What do we do? 

• We manage the historic assets of 
the Church of England, which are 
now mainly invested in equities 
(stocks and shares) and in commer- 
cial, residential and agricultural 
property. 

• We fund part of the costs of clergy 
pay (where we concentrate our sup- 
port on areas of need) and currently 
most of the cost of clergy pensions. 

• We fund bishops’ ministry and 
some cathedral staff salaries (these 
are statutory responsibilities from 
our inheritance of bishops’ and 
cathedrals’ property). 

• We administer the clergy payroll. 

• We adjudicate when there is dis- 
agreement over parsonage or glebe 
sales, proposals for changed patterns 
of parochial ministry, and on the use 
of redundant churches. 

• We offer guidance on parsonage 
design. 

• To explain our work we give infor- 
mation direct to clergy and others 
through leaflets, articles and presen- 
tations. 

The capital value of our assets is 
about £3.5 billion. Our net income in 


1997 was £135.3m. 1997 was another 
year of good investment perfor- 
mance, with a total return (capital 
and income combined) of 20.8% - 
the fourth successive year in which 
we did better than the average fund. 

Robert Lines, 

Church Commissioners, Corporate Affairs 
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The Commissioners' Expenditure 

on behalf of the Church in 1 997 
(total £13 1 m) 

£2m £8m 



Did you know that 
the Church 
Commissioners 
produce Crockford’s? 

1985 saw the first edition of 
Crockford's Clerical 
Directory complied by the 
Church Commissioners and 
published by Church House 
Publishing. Before that it was 
published by OUP. It contains 
biographical entries of over 
25,000 clergy and 
deaconesses. It also has 
numerous indexes, including 
bishops, cathedrals, 
benefices, churches, and 
chaplains, as well as lists of 
overseas bishops and provin- 
cial offices. By taking data 
directly off the 
Commissioners* Clergy 
Payments System, the cost 
was reduced substantially. 
Anyone who has trained or 
been licensed in the British 
Isles is eligible for inclusion. 
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Shades of Q Cass 

Studio 

Craftsman built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows. Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement. 

Call us for Free quotation on: 
it lead lights 
it Vandal damage 
it Hand painted detail 
★ Stained glass and engraved 
detail. 

We also specialise in the supply and | 
fitting of stainless steel and/or gal- 
vanised grills. 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group. 

All work undertaken in our own stu- 
dio. 

References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 


Lead 

Light 

‘Windows 
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UNRISE FL0WE 

Sunrise Cottage, Heronniere Lane, St Sampson’s, 
Guernsey GY2 4DL Tel. 01481 47800 q ( 
J Highfield Tel. 01481 35151 | 

Po La Moye Tel. 01481 42307 I 


Fresh Cut Freesias By Post 
from GUERNSEY 
Sent by First Class Post 
Anywhere in the UK 


30 Freesias for £8.00 (including post and 
packing). Alternative numbers of blooms 
available 

Order by Telephone 01481 35151 
(9am-12 noon Monday to Friday) 
by Fax 01481 39061 
I (24 hours - 7 days a week) | 

01481 35151 



<Wood&oors 


Supply and 
installation of 
individual hardwood 
floors at competitive 
prices. 


Fitted by craftsmen 
with quality service. 


All work fully 
guaranteed, 


Tel: (01280) 815386 
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MIKE WALTON 

PESIGN & 0UILP 

A COMPREHENSIVE P0MEST1C & 
COMMERCIAL SERVICE 

01844 273 221 Tel/Fax 
0407 215 232 M08 
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LIVERPOOL 
CITY MISSION 


Opportunities for Christian Service 
both in Outreach and Church Based. 

Phone John Scott on 0151 709 8866 
“Bringing Christ to the Inner City” 




Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

Please pray for our work and help 
with a donation so this work can 
grow. Please give your support, 
now, by returning the coupon to: 
CHURCH HOUSING TRUST 
Sutherland House, 70-78 
West Hendon Broadway, 

London NW9 7BT 



1 would like to become ‘a Friend to Homeless People’. 

□ Please accept my donation of £ 



M OST of us are reminded of homelessness when 
we see people sleeping rough on the streets, yet 
how many of us have really given a second 
thought to a homeless person begging from a dirty 
sleeping bag in a shop doorway, or stopped to consider 
how they have come to be there? 

For many homeless people, the severe social exclusion 
experienced through dire poverty has often been brought on by a 
series of unfortunate events and they desperately need our help and 
friendship. They are trapped in a cycle of homelessness - no job, 
difficulty in accessing health care, excluded from most public places 
because of their appearance and vulnerable to abuse and crime. 
Redundancy, separation and the cooking to computer skills, 
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PROVIDENCE 
ROW 

(Reg Charity 207454) 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and dis- 
possessed. 

Since 1 860 we have been helping people find a 
way back to settled living through access to 
accommodation, training and long-term support. 
There are so many ways you can help us contin- 
ue this work. Donations and enquiries to Sister 
Winefride at: 

Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, London 
El 6HQ. Tel: 0171 375 0020 


I enclose a donation for your work: 

Please debit my Mastercard □ Visa □ 
Charity Card □ Tick 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

Expiry Date Amount £ 

Date 

Cheques should be made payable to F^ovidence Row. 
Please send me further information about the work of 
Providence Row. 

Name 

Address 


Postcode . 
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0BERAMMERGAU 

2000 

SOME SEATS STILL AVAILABLE 
ON A 6 DAY COACH TRIP IN 
SEPTEMBER 2000 - COST 

AROUND £500 INCLUSIVE 
Please phone 01869 350491 for more details 


3 nights in Guernsey 
for onlv £19$$S& 


• 3 nights’ half-board at Le Friquet Country Hotel (4 crown) 

• Return flights direct from Southampton | An |» f4QQ 

• FREE pariong at Southampton Airport r 7 " , w 
I FREE airport transfers in Guernsey 

• FREE hire car in Guernsey p * t '* na 


per person 

Based on 2 people sharing a 
twin or dothi room 


Fuerteventura 
Lanzarote 
& Tenerife 


Delightful village & 
country houses, seaside 
villas & apartments, 
many with own pools 

Specialist inclusive 
holidays in villas & 
apartments all 
yearlong 

n 

o 

Flights from most 
airports 
Summer 99 
now available 

Flights from most 
airports 

r 

Call for details & 
brochure 

Patricia Wildblood 

Call for details & 
brochure 

Islands In tho Sun 
01920 484515 

c 

Menorca Holiday* 

a 

Caine 01 249 8 17023 
Ware 01 920 486760 

ATOC27SI 


AJOi 2751 


loss of a home, child abuse and its 
associated terrors may drive a 
youngster to escape, a difficult 
(sometimes pregnant) teenager 
may find the family's attitude 
intolerable and leave home for big 
city life only to discover that 
accommodation and work is not as 
easy or cheap to find as they may 
have thought. Desperate situations 
such as these can lead to 
alcoholism, drug abuse and 
homelessness, and who wants to 
rent a room to an alcoholic or drug 
addict? Street homelessness is 
highly visible but there are many 
others without a home sleeping on 
friends' floors or living in 
inappropriate accommodation. 

Church Housing Trust is a small 
Church-based charity with big 
ideas. Through fundraising it 
supports the cold weather shelters 
and hostels owned by English 
Churches Housing Group, caring 
for the young and old; single 
mothers and their babies; families; 
those with mental and/or physical 
disabilities and those suffering the 
effects of alcohol and drug abuse. 

Generous support comes from 
Parochial Church Councils, 
Charitable Trusts, companies, 
individuals, through articles and 
adverts in local diocesan 
newspapers, and from a myriad of 
fundraising events such as fetes, 
sponsored bike rides and sleep- 
outs. 

Church Housing Trust makes 
resettlement and rehabilitation a 
key priority and contributions are 
put towards re-education and 
training in areas ranging from 


encouraging and preparing people 
to return to life in the community 
and continuing to support them in 
their first faltering months of 
independence. 

We are fast approaching the 
millennium. 2000 years ago there 
was another homeless family who 
was helped by an inn keeper. 
Perhaps we should remember this 
and the next time we see someone 
unrolling their sleeping bag in a 
street doorway, instead of 
thinking, "How can they possibly 
sleep there?" maybe we should 
ask, "Why are they sleeping 
there?" 

If you would like any further 
information about Church 
Housing Trust or to make a 
donation, please contact Sally or 
Vivien on: 0181 202 3458 or E- 
mail CHT@dial.pipex.com 

THE CHRISTIAN 
ALLIANCE 
HOUSING ASSOC. 

THE Christian Alliance 
Centre, 2 Seeker Street, 
Waterloo SE1 8UF has 
completed its major 
upgrading programme to 
accommodate its 121 
residents in single and 
double, self-catering 
accommodation. 

The spacious Study Room, 
Music Room, recreational area 
with Pool, Table Tennis, Darts and 


a Gymnasium is still proving very 
popular with residents. Vending 
machines plus a token operated 
laundry system contributes to the 
inner and the outer person's health 
and enjoyment! 

Our location on the South Bank 
makes a 10 minute walk to the 
various theatres, cinemas and 
other attractions an easy expense 
on the pocket with the Waterloo 
Main Line and Tube Station, buses 
and taxis only 4 minutes away. 

Local shopping precincts host 
major supermarkets and other 
stores The Strand is a 12 minute 
walk across Waterloo Bridge. 

The CAC is a residential Centre 
catering especially for young 
people between the ages of 1 8 and 
30 years and provides 


accommodation for up to three 
years' duration The Centre was 
established for the specific 
purpose of providing safe and 
affordable accommodation for 
young people coming to London 
for the first time and, after 21 
years, it is doing just that and 
more! 

CAC functions within a 
Christian environment and the 
Prayer Room and resident 
initiatives like the Genesis Science 
and Natural History project is a 
popular feature with residents. 

Cable Television, Internet and 
E-Mail facilities are offered and 
Pastoral and professional 
counselling services are available. 

Contact the Duty Manager on 
0171-450-4601. 
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THKDEPAUL TRUST 
Housing HomrUss Youth 


mean to you? 

isolation, lonelfiwss” 

Shame, the way people look at you, as If 
you are dirt on the floor" 

“No home, no place to go, nothing to do" 
“No home, lonely and cold" 

“No roof, nobody at all" 

"We get chucked out, parents can’t afford 
people"^__~ 

That’s what homelessness means to some of 
the desperate young people we have seen at 
our emergency nightshelter in London this year. 

The Depaul Trust is there when everyone else has 
given up. Our doors are open 365 nights a year 
offering shelter, hot food, advice and support to 
those vulnerable young people most in need. 

We need your help now to prepare for the coming 
winter months. 

Please make a donation - £8 will provide a young 
person with a warm bed for the night. 


'Yas, I would like to make a donation of Mr/Mrs/Ms ..... 

l Please make cheques payable to: The Depaul Trust or Full Address 

j debit my Visa/Mastercard/CAF (please delete) 

' Card Noe 


I 

I Card holder's name 

I 
I 


[ Signature _ 
Expiry date .. 


. Today s date 


Please return to. 

The Depaul Trwt. (Dept. DP) FREEPOST 11 UM8424, 

London Wit 3£R Telephone: 0171 935 Dill <****, ***4 


Focus on Weddings 


■ SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL CURTAINS ■■ 

The Complete Curtain Making Service 
Curtains & Blinds Made From Your 
Own Fabrics. Curtains Fitted Free 
Measuring/Estimates Free. Repairs/ 
Alterations. Day/Eve Appointments 

Lynton, Main Rd 
Applefbrd Abingdon 0X14 4PF 
01235 848137 


KAREN’S 

CAKES 


Individually designed to your own 
specification Home baked cakes 
using only the finest ingredients. 

Tel. 01280 703739 

to arrange a free consultation 


SUNDOWNERS 

HIRE 

BALLGOWNS • EVENING 
• CRUISEWEAR 

SENSATIONAL LATEST STYLES 
SOPHISTICATED DESIGNER 
GOWNS FOR ALL OCCASIONS A AGES 
SEES 8-24 AFFORDABLE CHARGES 

Tel: 01865 379 860 


‘Buffets for aCC 

Occasions 

Business Lunches, Weddings, ‘Dinner (Parties 
Celebration Caffes Made to Order 

Sarah Mayo hnd 

Holly bank 
5 The Orchard 
Kislingbuiy 

Northamptonshire NN7 4BC Telephone: (01604) 832859 






j! siBosm t 

finest hand made Italian bomboniere for 
Weddings, Anniversaries, Christenings 
and floly Communion 

ALSO 

‘Exclusive range of Italian Ceramics, 
Wedding Stationery and Accessories 
‘TEL: 0118 901 2119 

Ed 


Wedding 
and 

Bridesmaid 

Dresses 

Ready Made or Made io Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £-200 
and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children’s and Adults from £-35) 
Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 

Telephone 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading 
(0118) 9508959 
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DID YOU ALSO KNOW? 

During the past 50 years the Church Commissioners have dealt with 
more than 9,000 Schemes or Orders for pastoral reorganisation. 
This has helped to develop the Church’s ministry in line with the 
movement of the population to whom it ministers. 

The Commissioners have a monthly question time in Parliament. In 
1 998 the Second Church Estates Commissioner, Stuart Bell, 
answered 53 written and oral Parliamentary questions on subjects 
such as our investments and our support for bishops’ ministry. 

From 1 948 the Commissioners have managed their assets under an 
ethical investment policy. 


Why are the dioceses being asked to pick 
up the cost of clergy pensions now? 

The Commissioners have paid the full cost of 
clergy pensions since 1954. The Lambeth 
Report suggested that clergy pensions could 
eventually absorb the whole of our income if 
we continue to be wholly responsible for them, 
leaving us unable to support the Church in 
any other way. After careful discussion with 
dioceses and other central Church partners 
new arrangements were agreed for paying cler- 
gy pensions, and these new arrangements took 
effect from 1998. The Commissioners are 
spending about £65m in the next few years to 
help dioceses phase in the impact on parishes 
of the cost of the new pension contributions. 
This change also reflects the important princi- 
ple that pensions are deferred pay and that 
pension rights being earned by clergy serving 
in our parishes today should be recognised 
and financed by the whole Church as part of 
the full cost of ministry. 

Surely the Commissioners must be able 
to give more money to the dioceses now 
that their financial position has 
improved? 

The value of our assets has indeed grown 
strongly in recent years. Our assets are now 
based more on Stock Exchange investments, 
which offer a high growth prospect over the 
long-term, rather than a high-yielding low 
growth mix of assets offered by property hold- 
ings. The timing of our investment has meant 
we have been able to enjoy the recent strong 
growth in the stock market. The changes to 
our assets have only been possible because 
parishes have taken on an increased share of 
the funding for parochial ministry support. If 


we gave out more support today, we would 
need to move back to having high yield, low 
growth investments that would mean a dimin- 
ishing trend of support to the Church over the 
longer term. 

Even with the recent good investment per- 
formance, our long-term expenditure 
commitments are a little greater than the 
capability of our assets to pay for them. The 
July 1997 Budget significantly reduced our 
returns from equities. The adjacent diagram is 
based on actuarial values, as these help to 
smooth the extremes of market values and 
should help to ensure relatively stable, 
on-going support to the Church, storing a lit- 
tle bit of surplus grain in years of rich harvest 
and distributing it in the lean years. 

What is the future role of the Church 
Commissioners in the context of the 
Archbishops' Council? 

We aim to provide a level of support for the 
parochial ministry and other church purposes 
which is maintained in real terms over the 
long term. The Council will now decide on the 
allocation of the money made available to it by 
the Commissioners. The Council must distrib- 
ute this money in accordance with the 
Commissioners’ purposes, especially for the 
ministry in areas where our assistance is most 
required. 

These answers were supplied by Robert Lines on behalf of 
the Church Commissioners. He says We are always happy 
to answer questions about our work. Copies of our annu- 
al report and accounts and summary report and a 
complementary leaflet are all freely available as are 
leaflets about our ethical investment policy and all 
aspect of our work'. For this and other information con- 
tact the Corporate Affairs Dept, Church Commissioners, 1 
Millbank, London SWtP 3JZ. Tel: 0171 222 7010 exts 4331 
(Andy), 4291 (Catherine), 4412 (Arun), 4230 (Robert). 



In 1 998 there were over 4,000 clergy participating in the 
Commissioners’ car loan scheme. 


They have recently issued a 
new Parsonage Design Guide 
updated to improve security 
and safety and to take account 
of changes in design and envi- 
ronmental standards. 


Since 1969 the Church 
Commissioners have passed 
over £23 m of the proceeds 
from the disposal of redundant 
churches and sites to diocesan pastoral accounts for the use of the 
living Church, and over £5m to the Churches Conservation Trust, 
which they finance jointly with the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport. 


Projected liabilities and assets 

at 31 December 1997 (based on actuarial values) 

KEY 

a. 

Relief for 
pension 
contribu- 
tions 

b. 

Past 
service 
pensions 

c. 

Bishops, 
cathedrals 
and other 
expendi- 
ture 

d. 

Parochial 
ministry 
support 



Kingston Wrought Iron 

Tel & Fax 01865-821950 

Unit S33A, Rectory Lane, 
Kingston Bagpuize 
Abingdon, Oxon 0X13 5AS 

COMMISSIONS UNDERTAKEN 

ALL ITEMS MADE TO ORDER 
NO MASS PRODUCTION 


Tom Ricketts 

NATIONAL UNDER 25 
BLACKSMITH OF THE YEAR 1997 


Tlie Caddy Shack 

Hinksey Heights Golf Club 

Tel. 01865 327775 

STARTERS 

Melon qt Pate with hot buttered bread 
qt Prawn Cocktail 

******* 

MAIN COURSE 

Roast turkey, roast potatoes, sausages wrapped in 
bacon, seasonal vegetables 
and cranberry sauce 

QI Roast sirloin of beef, Yorkshire pudding, roast 
potatoes, seasonal vegetables 
and horseradish sauce 
or Poached salmon in a tarragon sauce, 
served with seasonal vegetables. 
Vegetarians please come and talk to us about what 
you would like to have for your lunch. 
******* 

SWEET 

Christmas pudding with rum sauce 
or Apple Pie with custard followed by 
Mince pies and brandy butter and coffee. 

£15.00 

*******. 

South Hinksey, Oxford, 0X1 5AB 


Can you give a home to an 
Ex-racing Greyhound? 

Good with people and other dogs and 
cats. Don’t need much walking. 

For more information 
please contact: 

01908-379470 or 
01296-696125 


BONHAMS 

ESTABLISHED 1793 

LOCAL SERVICE - 
LONDON PRICES 
FREE AUCTION VALUATIONS 

Why not take advantage of the offer of a 
FREE auction valuation by visiting one of 
our regular local valuation days. 

Your local representative is only a phone 
call away and is happy to make home visits 
by appointment. 

For more information please call 
0800 435452 

BONHAMS The Coach House, 
66 Northfield End, Henley, 
OXON RGO 2JN 
01491 413636 


STAINED GLASS 

for all situations 

Graham Pentelow 

artist and craftsman 

Over 1 5 years experience. 

5 Station Road, 

South Otterington 
Northallerton 
North Yorks 
DL7 9HY 
01609 779538 


TRAVEL FRIENDS 

If you are searching Tor something 
new for yourself, small-group dub or 
parish holiday 

TRAVEL FRIENDS 
ODYSSEYS TO TEN 
COUNTRIES 
offer- 

• Family stay as paying 
guests 

• hands on experience in 
community, life and work 
going beyond traditional 
sightseeing 

• pilgrimage opportunities 
e.g. Romania and 
Palestine 

(BETHLEHEM 3000) 
Contact Canon Ted 
Finch, Travel Friends 
InternaUonal, St Clare, 
The Street, Pakenham, 
Bury St Edmunds 
IP312JU 

Frcephone/Fax 0800 
093 1265 


MARCH FOR 
JESUS DAY 
22 May, '99 

Nationwide prayer walking 
to pray for every person. 

AtoZ, Wellington House 
New Zealand Avenue 
Walton on Thames 
KT12 1PY 
Tel: 01932 232345 
Home page: www.gmQ.org 

•Trademark used by permission 


EMMAUS ^ 

Bible School U.K. 

90 Different Correspondence Courses 

WOMEN WHO MET THE MASTER 

Mary Mother of Jesus, Mary of Bethany and Mary Magdalene 

WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Eve, Rebekah, Esther and many more 

COURSES FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

Further details and free catalogue 

EMMAUS BIBLE SCB00L U.K. 

Cariett Boulevard, East ham, Wirral L62 8BZ 
Tel. 0151 327 1172 Fax. 0151 327 1592 

V Charity No. 267322 V 



St Andrew's Bookshops 

Delighted to support the Alpha Initiative 


SPECIAL 
j OFFER 

J Branches at: 

| Great Missenden 
- Maidenhead 
I Wolverton 
| St Clements & 

I St Ebbes, Oxford 
■ Reading 
| Witney 
^Wokingham 



Tel: 01494 862168 
Tel: 01628 621985 
Tel: 01908 221331 

Tel: 01865 247567 
Tel: 0118 9576078 
Tel: 01993 709429 


Tel: 0118 9776715j 
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Firescreen Feet & 
Handles 

Turn your framed cross stitch/ 
embroidery into a Firescreen, quickly 
and easily with our quality brass feet 
and handles. 

£14.50 per set (includes p&p) 
Please send payment with order to: 
A&J Cawthorne, 1 8 Woodstock Road, 
Barnsley, S. Yorkshire S75 1 DU 

Telephone: 01226 246871 



Everything for Embroiderers 

Fabrics, Threads, Canvasses, 


Metal Threads, Exotic Fabrics 
Appletons - Paterna 
Open Mon-Sat 10-5 

9 Nuneham Courtenay 
Oxford 0X44 9NX 
Til: (01865) 343407 


PATTERNS FROM * 
PICTURES * 

A cross stitch or tapesuy pattern from »J. 

any photo or picture for £14 inc 
❖ Send your pictures and cheque or V 

2x 1st class stamps for more . 

information to: 

Angela Rogers, 27 Osborne Road, ♦> 
Dagenham, Essex RM9 5BB 

TO: 0181 592 6487 V 


Wimble j&zcti 
JJeeblecraft 

The Milking Parlour (MM), Manor Farm, 
Hinckley Road, 

Burton Hastings, Nuneaton 
Warwickshire CV11 6RG 
Tel/Fax (01455) 221000 
(Situated a couple of miles from the 
junction of the M69 & A5, or a short 
walk from Bridge 10 Ashby Canal) 


Threads (DMC 38p. Anchor 40p, Marlitt, 
Caron). Charts, Kits, Fabrics, Slade 
Cards. Books, Beads. Buttons. Offray, 
Fray Stop, Finisher etc. 

For catalogue please send cheque or 
PO Payable to Wimble Bees for 
E2 Inc p&p (£3 overseas). 


BentQR & 

Johnson Ltd 

Manufacturers of gold and 
silver thread, plate, lace, 
cord, braid and all 
embroidery materials. 
19/21 GREAT QUEEN STREET, 
LONDON WC2B 5BE 
Send SAE for further details of 
our Gold, Silver and Synthetic 
Thread. 

Tel: 0171 242 0471 
Fax: 0171 835 8692 
Easy Access - 
Nearest tube stations: 
Holbora or Covent Garden 




oil’ll find lots to see 
and do at the show 
including: 


• Stands 160 
stands consisting of 
50 craft stands and 
110 stitching stands. 

• The New 

Product Display 
Area stocking prod- 
ucts which are new 
to the stitching mar- 
ket since the last 
show in September. 

• Free lectures at 


COLYCRAFTS 

FORMERLY HANDICRAFT CENTRE. 
CHARD 

SHELLS COTTAGE, SHELLS LANE, 
COLYFORD, COLYTON, DEVON 
EX24 6QE . 

Turin Shroud ■ Praying Hands • 
Ruth - Includes Christian 
embroidery 

Mall Order. For price list send A4 SAE 


MAIL ORDER 

Thread starter kits, 2 metres of every 
colour. Wound onto bobbins supplied in a 
free box. DMC (428 colours) £44.74 
Anchor (460 colours) £49.50 
50 bobbin re-fiUs also available (no box) 
20% off al kits from 
DMC and Coats catalogues. 

Single skeins: DMC 39p each, Anchor 38p. 
50 skeins DMC £19.25. Anchor £18.50 
100 skeins: DMC £38.00. Anchor £36.00. 

Mil Hil beads from £1.15 per pack 
Kreinik Blending filament £1.25 per reel 
DMC Stitch-a-photo £13.95 
Photo Chart kit service - Please ask lor 
details. Prices indude VAT, 

UK P&P free on orders over £15. 
Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Delta all welcome 
Write or phone for a free price list 
Tandem Cottage Needlework Limited 
DeptCCM, P0 Box 40. Glossop, Derbyshire 
SK13 1FB Tel/Fax: 01457 862610 
e-mail: Sa)es§tandem-coaage demon.co.uk 
WWW:vwwtandefTHX)ttage.demon.co.uk 


Speakers Corner 
with the UK’s top 
stitching experts 
such as Jane 
Greenoff. 

• Make and take 
workshops includ- 
ing techniques such 
as beginners* 
Hardanger, beaded 
earrings, counted 
beadwork and lots 
more! Each work- 
shop lasts one hour 
and costs £5 in 
advance or £6 at the 
show. 

• Free workshops 
with the Cross Stitch 


Guild teach basic 
cross stitch skills 
and technique such 
as cross stitch on 
linen, cross stitch on 
Aida, Algerian Eye, 
Double cross stitch 
and French knots. 

• Children from 
10 years upwards 
can make Easter 
bunnies in the chil- 
drens’ workshops 
which are bookable 
at the show. 

• There are lots of 
fantastic displays 
from new deisgners, 
colleges and schools 
and lots more to 
entertain and amaze! 

For a coach leaflet 
with all the coaches 




Silk for Embroidery, Patchwork, Quilting etc. 
an exciting range of pure silk fabrics from fine 
organzas to rich textured silks. 
Supplied in small amounts and by the metre. 
Silk Theme and Texture Packs available. 
SAE for Price List. 


32 (DP) Wolseley Road 
Godaiming, Surrey GU7 3EA 


Tel: (01483) 420544 
Mail Order 


running trips to the 
show please call 
Amanda Gunning 
on 01225 442244. 


COSTfi BLR NCR 


We offer a choice of villas and 
apartments in 

Moraira, Calpe & 
Torravieja 

Prices are from just £98 per 
property per week. Car hire 
,from just £68 per week. 
Flights from £99 

International Homes (Yorks) 
Tel/Fax: 01924 467138 


CHRISTIAN 
SINGLES NATIONWIDE 

NEW FRIENDS. MARRIAGE 
POSSIBILITIES. LOCAL 
GROUPS. 1999 HOLIDAYS. 
FREE BROCHURES. 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 
FELLOWSHIP. 

DEPT. A202, BAWTRY HALL, 
DONCASTER, DN10 6JH 
01302 711007 


Wimble JBcea 
iieebleeraft 

The Mtfang Parlour (MM). Manor Farm, 
Hartley Road, 

Burton Hastings. Nuneaton 
Warwickshire CV1 1 6RG 
Tel/Fax (01455) 221000 
(Situated a coupte at miles from the 
function of the M69 & A5. or a short waft 
from Bridge 10 Ashby Canal) 


Threads (DMC 38p. Anchor 40p. Martm. 
Caron). Charts. Kits. Fabrics. Slade 
Canto. Books. Beads, Buttons, Offray, 
Fray Stop. Fxitoher etc 
For catalogue ple a se send cheque or 
PO Payable to Wimble Baas for 
E2 inc p&p (C3 ove rs eas). 


I 


i «§(§m(L i 

I \?wmm l 

| mo™® | 

| Qualified friendly trainer. j| 
At times and places 
to suit you. 

Give us a call. 

I Back to Back Fitness | 
I Tel: 07887 571262 1 


SAVE up to 30% 

off show tickets! 





Show jp9lB 


8th-llth April 1999 


X 


Olympia 2, London 

Thu, Ftrl, Sat 10am - 5.30pm 

Sun 10am - 5pm 



Advance ticket prices: 

Adult/OAP £5.50 Child £3.00 


Ticket Hotline 
03-369 708009 


).C. TODD 
CARPETS 

Suppliers of quality carpets and rugs 
to fine English houses 
for over 30 years. 

Traditional Wilton and Axminster carpets, 
bordering, coir, seagrass, wool and tufted 
carpets, vinyls, all fitted by N.I.C.F. fitters 
by examination. 

Samples brought to your home or business. 
Distance no object 
Portfolio on request. 

Tel and Fax: 01235 848606 
Mobile 0585 342529 



AUTOSAVE - THE BEST 

WAY TO BUY YOUR NEXT CAR 


Unique suppliers to schools, churches, charities and now church members 



( NEW OR USED, AT SPECIAL DISCOU NTS 


In the last 15 years Autosave has continued to develop 
its special scheme achieving the best possible 
prices for our wide range of clients including 
churches, schools and numerous leading charities. 
These special prices are now available to church 
members as well. 

LATEST RANGE OF 



USED CAR LOCATION SCHEME 


second hand vehicles. 



Every need catered for, from small 
economical models to prestige 
marques and people carriers 


FREE of CHARGE Autosave will scan the car market for a 
vehicle to your specification. We have access to huge stocks of 
1990 onwards registered vehicles including very high quality ex- 
demonstration cars. 

( WE PKO/WSE THE BEST SERVICE ) 

• Inspections up to • Your old car in part-exchange 

AA/RAC standard • Free delivery nationwide - to 

• Up to 36 months warranty your door 

with the RAC • Competitive finance and 

• Competitive insurance cover leasing rates 


HAVING DIFFICULTY SILLING YOUR OLD CAR? 

autosave will give you a telephone valuation and if it is acceptable 
we will collect your car free of charge from anywhere in the UK 

AUTOSAVE Q 

Ivy House, The Dale, Rac 

Sheffield S8 OPS Fax: 01 14 255 4949 Aftercare Warranty 


Tel: 0114 255 4040 


Call today for your FREE 
Motor Information Pack 



| Address 

I 


I Tel: 

y Freepost - no stamp needed 

I Autosave, FREEPOST, Ivy House, The Dale, ^ 
Sheffield S8 OPG £ 



T o celebrate the opening 
of the new Falkland 
Islands Memorial 
Chapel later this year the 
College is offering a new 
Choral Scholarship for entry 
to the Sixth Form. 

This is in addition to the 


Instrumental and Academic 
Scholarships for which applica- 
tions are also invited. 

The new Chapel, an exciting 
project built to a winning 
design, will seat 550 people and 
contain a three-manual organ 
supplied by Cathedral Organs. 



PANGBOURNE 

COLLEGE 

HMC Co-ed (age 11-18) 

To coincide with the opening of the new Falklands Memorial 
Chapel later this year Pangboume College is offering 

A CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

for entry to 

THE SIXTH FORM 

to the value of 50% of fees 

For further details, telephone the Registrar 

0118 984 2101 
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Five books 

A NEW EARTH by Margaret 
Atkins, Sheila Cassidy, Joseph 
Donders, Kathy Galloway, Sara 
Maitland and Brendan Walsh 


for 40 days 

about 15 pages), some suggested 
questions and notes on ‘encounter- 
ing scripture’. A cassette is also 
available. 


(DLT/CAFOD, £4.95) 

Daily readings. Some suggested 
readings (useful but no continuity), 
about a page of comment, a 
thought for the day and a prayer. 
The authors write engagingly - a 
week each - drawing from their 
considerable experience, with an 
emphasis on ‘compassion, solidarity 
and hope’. One writer mentions the 
Pope on five of his seven days. 

MESSAGE FORTHE 
MILLENNIUM by David Winter 
(BRF, £5.99). 

Daily readings. Short passages from 
the Gospels, about two passages of 
comment, some brief suggestions 
for reflection (or, on Sundays, a 
prayer) and sometimes some extra 
Bible references. Those who know 
David Winter would expect this to 
be lucid, biblical, interesting and 
relevant. It is. Each day deals with a 
topic (eg ambition and work or anx- 
iety). The topics come from 
analysing the subject matter of the 
Gospels so there’s a lot about hon- 
esty, humility and hypocrisy. 

COMMUNITIES OF HOPE 
edited by Russell Bowman- 
Eadie and Graham Dodds 
(DLT, £3.95). 

This consists of reports of inter- 
views (with liberal quotations) with 
people who are well known for 
their work towards reconciliation 
and community: Archbishop Robin 
Eames, Jean Vanier, Kathy Galloway, 
Bishop Jim Thompson and Dame 
Cicely Saunders, it is designed for 
Lent groups. Each week of Lent has 
a chapter to be read at home (of 


LIVING WELL by Robert 
Warren (Fount, £7.99). 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Lent book for 1999. Exposition of 
the Beatitudes of Matthew 5 with 
some added sayings of Jesus begin- 
ning ‘Blessed’. For each there is a 
helpful summary and a very practi- 
cal and stimulating explanation of 
what the Beatitude means, and a 
suggested ‘Meditation’ which 
includes a reading, a hymn, a 
reflection and prayers. The book is 
designed for both individuals and 
groups. It will need a leader to work 
out the best way to use it. 

PRAY, LOVE AND REMEMBER 
by Michael Mayne (DLT, £7.95). 

Nine chapters (Lent plus Ash 
Wednesday, Easter Sunday and a 
‘Mid-Lent Breather’) organised 
around different parts of 
Westminster Abbey where the 
author was Dean until 1996. 

Anyone who could attract to his 
farewell service both royalty and 
down-and-outs must be something 
special. There is a great deal of per- 
sonal reflection with an amazingly 
broad range of quotations from 
other writers. Dean Mayne calls it a 
‘mongrel of a book’ but Alan 
Bennett, who wrote the foreword, 
says it is ‘a wonderfully readable 
mixture’. 

So there you have it. I think I might 
use all five. 

Mike Butterworth 
The Revd Dr Mike Butterworth is 
Principal of the St Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Course. 


A study of fundamental evangelical roots 

Fundamentalism is perhaps a phrase one normally associates with popu- 
lar the portrayal of Islam. However, in Fundamentalism and Evangelicals 
(Oxford University Press, £48) Harriet Harris, a lecturer in theological stud- 
ies at the University of Exeter and a member of the University Church in 
Oxford, traces the history of Christian evangelical fundamentalism from 
its North American roots in the 1920s to its role in Britain today. 

While this book is academic in style and fairly heavy going, it will help 
a new generation of conservative evangelicals understand the roots of 
their beliefs. One might add - before the bookshops are swamped by tradi- 
tionalists looking for ammunition - that this book is not anti-evangelical. 
In fact, James Barr, the most well-known critic of fundamental evangeli- 
cals, is considered too harsh by Harris, who is more considerate of the 
evangelical position. NeiI Willson 

Neil Willson is a theology student at Exeter University 


The Redemption of Judas 



Among those who accompanied Jesus to the 
cross were eleven people who are mentioned 
only fleetingly in the Gospels but who had 
compelling reasons to be there. In AT THE 
CROSS (DLT, £8.95), drawing on meditations 
given on past Good Fridays at St Andrew’s 
Church in Scotland, Richard Bauckham and 
Trevor Hart look behind the preconceptions 
and suggest Pilate was a victim of circum- 
stance; that Judas could have been forgiven. 
With powerful woodcuts by Helen Firth. 


Stripped and searched 

Prison is not a place many choose to go to, except 
perhaps, the prison chaplain. Although he is often 
‘reduced to silence, unable and unwilling to artic- 
ulate the depth of my revulsion for their crimes,* 
William Noblett, Chaplain of Full Sutton prison in 
Yorkshire, cannot keep away because it is there 
that he knows his utter dependence on God. 

In his foreword to Prayers for People in Prison (OUP, 
£9.99, ISBN 0-19-145675-6) David Hope, the 
Archbishop of York, says, ‘I doubt . . whether I will 
ever come across a book as brilliant and disturbing 
as this work’. 

It is profoundly disturbing. Without spelling out 
the frill details of the crimes committed by the 
people we meet fleetingly in these pages, Noblett 
enables us to share his revulsion and incredulity, 
and we cry out with him for the victims of this 
evil. But he makes it clear that an instinctive reac- 
tion to incarcerate forever people who murder, 
maim and betray is not, for him, an option. 

Each short chapter ends with a prayer, many writ- 
ten by Noblett himself. Like poems, they sum up 
the appalling depths of anger, abandonment and 
depravity described in the preceding pages and we 
stand, like the prisoners themselves, drained of all 
pretence, empty of any hope save in the cross. 

Venetia Horton 


Mike, Alison and a Messiah 

Anne Borrowdale, a former Social Responsibility 
officer for the Oxford Diocese and currently part- 
time tutor with the St Albans and Oxford Ministry 
Course, has already earned a reputation for her 
excellent books on the family and the world of 
work. 

Now with Messiah's Don't Fly (Ashton Pickering, 
£7.99 ISBN 0-9534755-0-6) she has given us a novel, 
set in a fictitious diocese (I underline the point) 
which is both a gripping read and raises many 
questions about vocation and relationships. 

Everyone thought that Mike would make an 
excellent priest, but the Church of England was 
not convinced. And so Mike tries his hand at vari- 
ous part-time jobs, loses his faith for a while, and 
ends up joining a training course. Here he finds a 
special friendship with Alison, an ordinand with a 
fragile marriage and very little support. The rela- 
tionship is significant for both of them, but will 
their marriages survive? And what will the Church 
authorities do when the writing is on the wall? The 
story will keep you on the edge of your seat to the 
very last page, with much to ponder. The book is to 
be highly recommended. For your copy, phone Gill 
Pratley on 01865 208260. 

Steve Moyise 

Dr Steve Moyise is Vice Principal of the St Albans and 
Oxford Ministry Course 


CHRISTIAN PRAYER IN LARGE 
PRINT, an anthology of prayers, 
hymns and readings edited by Martin 
Manser, has been published by OUP 
at £12.99. ISBN 0-19-122458-8. 


Encounter on a motor bike 

Only when I noticed the author’s name at the top 
of each page did I realise that this story was not a 
biography. Joan Brady’s presentation of God is 
extremely refreshing. 

In Heaven in High Gear (Pocket Books, £12) God is 
called Joe and he has a physical handicap. But since 
he also rides a Harley-Davidson, that is perhaps not 
so surprising! 

When Heather rescues a new-born baby in a 
wood, I was worried that the story might loose its 
credibility. However, it is at this point that one of 
the most profound lessons in the book is made. 
Heather is brought to terms with her childhood as 
she learns to let go of her past in order to face the 
future. 

The story concludes with seven personal com- 
mandments - Heather’s commandments. Although 
they could be considered more humanist than 
Christian, they are, none-the-less, useful for anyone 
who may be feeling insecure. 

Heaven in High Gear is a book to reassure you of 
God’s love. Don’t be put off by the quaint cover or 
its somewhat sentimental tone. I read the book in 
two evenings, as did my friend. We both found it 
extremely thought-provoking. 

Joelle Kirby-Tumer 

Joelle is a recent graduate of English Literature 
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EVERY SATURDAY 
MORNING 

King Edward’s School is 

OPEN 

for visits by interested 
parents and pupils. 


FIND OUT MORE. 


To book a tour of the School. 


^KING n 
EDWARD’S" 
SCHOOL 


Successful since 1 . 7.13 

King Edward's School Witley. Godaiming. Surrey GU8 5SG 


^sv^KINGSWOOD SCHOOL 

rili Bath, Somerset 

1748 1998 250 years of experience in education 

Kings wood School is a charitable trust 
providing a first-class education. Situated on the 
north side of Bath within easy reach of M4 & M5 
motorways. Kingswood combines academic excellence with a 
concern for the development of each individual’s talents. 

EDUCATIONAL CONTINUITY FOR BOYS & GIRLS 3-18 

FULL BOARDING, WEEKLY BOARDING & DAY PLACES 
with boarding now available from age 7 

SMALL CLASS SIZES WITH FULL PASTORAL SUPPORT 

EXTENSIVE EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
PROGRAMME 

EXCELLENT ACADEMIC RESULTS 
SCHOLARSHIPS & BURSARIES 

SUPERB FACILITIES IN 218 ACRES 
OF GROUNDS & PARKLAND 

Kingswood Prep School Kingswood School 

College Road Lansdown Lansdown 

Bath BA1 5SD Bath BA1 5RG 

Tel: 01225 310468 Tel: 01225 734200 


ASHFOLD SCHOOL 


Dorto'n, Near Thame 

Prep and Pre-Prep School 
3-13+ Day and Weekly 
Boarding 

An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities 
for sports, arts, music and IT. 

Please contact the secretary 
for more details 

Telephone 01844 238237 

Registered Charity No 272663 
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SIR ROGER MANWOOD’S SCHOOL 
Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JX 
GRANT MAINTAINED 

MIXED GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

11-18 (680 pupils) (6th Form 170 pupils) 

80 BOARDING PLACES FOR 
BOYS/GIRLS 

FULL BOARDING FEES £4,734 p.a. 

★ Excellent A-Level and GCSE results 


TV AYLESBURY 

jfnBSg COLLEGE 

is offering Chiltern Region Open College Network 
accredited courses in: 

PASTORAL COUNSELLING/ 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 

If you are interested in this area of ministry contact: 
Lynette Harborne on (01296) 588588 ext. 386 

EDUCATION CHANGES 

EDUCATION Sunday (January 31) has to develop spiritually - to reflect on our values and 

established itself in the Church's calendar aspirations and perhaps, who we are. 

as a day to celebrate the excitement, Education can enable that growth by encouraging 

satisfaction and challenges of learning and insjghts> (Q use Qur imagination and develop our 

teaching. sensitivity to others, creation and God. Furthermore 

Education is a life-long process, not only for spirituality itself energises learning; it motivates 
school days. The government Green Paper called intellectual curiosity and the search for truth. 


★ Safe and secure environment 
★ Strong Extra-Curricular tradition 
★ Excellent ratio of House-parents to boarders 
“THIS ISA SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL ” (Ofsted) 
For information please contact: 

Mrs Carol Joy, Headmaster’s Secretary, 
Tel: (01304) 613286 
Fax: (01304) 615336 
Charity No: 307843 

A Charity that exists to provide education for children 


THE HIGHLANDS SCHOOL 

WARDLE AVENUE, TILEHURST, 
READING RG31 6JR 
Tel: 0118 942 7186 

Affiliated to I.S.A. and I.S.I.S. 

An Independent Day School 
Girls 3 years - 11 years: Boys 3 years - 8 years 

* All areas of the National Curriculum covered 

* Excellent Pupil Teacher ratio 

* French 

* Individual Music Lessons 

* After School Care 

* Registered Nursery Provider 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND PROSPECTUS 
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE 

OPEN MORNING 
FRIDAY 5th MARCH, 1999 
10.00am to 12 noon 

Sl Edward s & Highlands School Ltd. 

Registered Charity No 309147 
exists to provide education for children. 



St. Mary's School 

Wantage OX12 8BZ 
With St. Andrew's 


ESffgL Preparatory School 

who sleep-over 


9 

Co-Ed .VII 
Homework 
Club and New 
Flrxi-boarding 

| Christian Foundation giving secure and 
caring educational environment, encouraging 
self-confidence and a sense of responsibility - 
a great preparation for life. 

| Superb Value-Added Academic Results 
| Strong emphasis on information and 
Communication Technology, Art and Music 
| Academic Enrichment and Support Unit for 
the gifted and those with learning difficulties. 

| Evenings and weekends taken seriously, with 
a huge range of activities and opportunities. 

| Flexible Sixth Form programme giving 
exciting and dynamic preparation for 
University. 


Contact: Mrs Barbara Wilson on 
tel: (01235) 763571 or 768323 

Fax: 01235 760467 
E-mail: slmarysw(a rmplc.co.uk 


The Learning Age (1998) explores what is meant by 
life-long learning - improving skills and 
employability, equality of opportunity and growth 
in self-esteem. It also comments that learning both 
'stimulates enquiring minds' and 'nourishes our 
souls'. 

The Christian life is often compared to a journey 
- a process of purposeful travel and transformation, 
not a stationary status. At each transition in our lives 
we need to acquire new knowledge and skills, and 


THE ABBEY SCHOOL 
TEWKESBURY 

VOICE TRIALS 

For boys aged 7-9 l ti will be held on 
Saturday, 6th Februray, 1999 

Valuable scholarships at the Abbey School. 
Choristers sing Choral Evensong on Weekdays 
during term, but have no weekend or Christmas 
duties. Choristers can be either day boys or 
weekly boarders. 

Telephone 01684 294460 
for details 


On Education Sunday, why not determine to set 
out afresh on this journey? I±~f you feel unsure, 
remember you will not be travelling alone. 
Education is about learners and teachers sharing 
their experience, exploring new terrain together and 
supporting each other. Gerard Hughes, in In Search 
of a Way, writes The real obstacle on our journey 
with God ... is our inherited and unquestioned way 
of perceiving ourselves and the reality around us.' 
Education can challenge our presumptions about 
God and help us discover the surprising things that 
God is doing in us and our world. 

Brenda Hoddinott 

Westminster College, Oxford. 

CRANFORD HOUSE SCHOOL 

CRANFORD HOUSE SCHOOL is a small 
family school with excellent facilities, including 
new music and technology wings and a purpose 
built nursery. Cranford is set in its own playing 
fields in the village of Moulsford. Providing 
education for pupils from age 3 means we are 
largely non-selective, but our small class size 
allows us to attain excellent GCSE results from 
all our pupils and last year nearly 40% of all 
grades awarded were A* or A. 



Christian Studies 

by Distance Learning 

• A choice of 25 Units in Biblical Studies, Christian thought 
& history. Ethics, Worship, Spirituality & Pastoral Care. 

• No specific entry requirements. 

• Study at home, at your own pace, with specially written 
study guides. 

• Take a single unit, or work towards a Certificate (2 units) 
or Diploma (2 further units). Each Unit is accredited by the 
Open University. 

• Useful material for study groups. 

Study Supported By 

• residential weekends and regional days 

• individual tutorial guidance 

• free postal library service 

Apply now to begin in April 1 999 
For further details & prospectus contact 
Christian Studies Course Leader 
Westminster Colege Oxford, OX2 9AT 
Tel: 01 865 253590 Fax: 01865 253417 
email: iheology@ox- vvesf.oc.ifohtlp://vww.a)OAest.ac.uk 


Westminster College 

in Oxford 


Westminster Colege serves society through o range of 
under^octaa|^^c^o2^odua*^je^ei^ro^rttne^^^^ered^^^^0967^ 



Cranford House 
School 

Moulsford 

Academic and Music 
Scholarships 

A number of Scholarship opportunities exist for 
the academic year commencing in September 
1 999. The examination will be held on Saturday, 
06 February 1999. 

Academic Scholarships are available for entry 
to Senior School at age 1 1 . 

Music Scholarships are available for girls 
between the ages of 1 1 and 13. 

Initial enquiries about Music Scholarships 
should be made to Darren Everhart M.A., 
Director of Music. 

Cranford House School is an independent day 
school for girls aged 3-16 and boys aged 3 - 8, 
situated in the village of Moulsford. As a largely 
non-selective school, we are justifiably proud of 
our GCSE Results; in 1998 nearly 40% of all 
grades awarded were A* or A. 

For further details contact 
The Headmistress, Cranford House School, 
Moulsford, Wallingford, Oxfordshire 
0X10 9HT. Telephone 01491 651218 


South Oxfordshire Centre for 
Music Education 

East Challow, Wantage OX12 9SG 

Tel: 01235 765728 

• Piano tuition for adults 

All levels: beginners, intermediate, advanced, 
professional 

• Consultation lessons for pianists and piano 
teachers 

• Preparation for exams, recitals, auditions etc 

• Coaching in interpretation for vocalists, 
instruments, ensembles 

• Accompanying for auditions, exams etc. 

Principal: Julie Craven BA, GTCL, LTCL, LRAM, 
Memb. ISM, EPTA 


Bloxham 

School 

coeducational 
boarding & day 
11-18 

Open Morning 
Saturday 
6 March 1999 
at 10.15am 


s 


Scholarships 
are available at age 
11, 13 and 16: 

Academic 

Music 

Art 

Design Technology 
Sport (not at 11) 

for further information contact 
the Registrar, 

Mrs D Wilson 
Bloxham School, Bloxham, 
North Oxfordshire OX15 4PE 
Tel: 01295 720206 
Fax: 01295 721897 


^ Bloxham School is a registered charily No 269763 which exists to educate children ^ 


You care about Schools 


So does act 

So Act Now, and join: 
the Association of Christian Teachers 

(membership open to non-teachers) 

ACT is a Christian association for teachers and 
others who want to see Christian truth applied in 
schools and colleges. It gives Christian teachers a 
national voice to government and media, it provides 
in-service training through courses and confer- 
ences. It helps Christian educationists to identify 
themselves in and around the teaching profession. 

Write today for details of membership to: 

ACT, 94A London Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 1NX 
or phone 01727 840298 
Registed Charity No 295338 

Company Limited by Guarantee: Registered No 2056400 


EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

FOR CHILDREN AT 
FEE PAYING SCHOOLS 

For details send SAE to: 

The Clerk to the Governors, 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment, 
126 High Street, Oxford OX1 4DG 



Co kj-thorp e. 

SCHOOL 

Boys and Girls 7-18 years 


Visitors Welcome By appointment 


A community where individuals learn to excel 

★ Small classes ★ Outstanding pastoral care 

★ Extended day 8.30am-5.00pm ★ Extensive local school bus service 

Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon OX8 7PU 

01993 703921 

Cokethorpe Educational Trust 
exists to provide a first class education for every pupil 


Kingham Hill School 

Boys & Girls Boarding & Day 11-18 


•mm 


>ham Hill is a 
| thriving independent 
boarding and day 
school for 230 pupils 
set in a tranquil ninety 
acre parkland site in 
the heart of the 
Cotswolds. 

The foundations for 
the education we 
offer today are based 
firmly on the princi- 
ples of Christian caring, established over 100 years agp. Kingham Hill is 
a school with a clear Christian commitment. 

Open Morning Sat 1 May GNVQ Information Day Thu 13 May 
What is Christian Education Conference Sat 22 May 

For details please ring 01608 658999 

Kingham Hill School Kingham 0X7 6TH 

Kinghum I till easts k> pnxidr a quulit) ahtcaiion in a Chriuitm minmmeni Rc x ( hardy Na 310031 


Caring Cotswolds learning environment 



MAGDALEN COLLEGE SCHOOL 



OXFORD 
Entrance examination 
11+ : Wednesday 10th February 

The School also welcomes candidates for 
entry into the Sixth Form 

For over 500 years, Magdalen College School has been 
at the heart of Oxford. With excellent academic results 
and outstanding music, sport and drama, MCS offers a 
rounded education to boys of good academic promise 
from both the state and independent sectors. 

For further information, please telephone 

01865 242191 

Magdalen College School, Oxford OX4 1DZ 
Tel: 01865 242191 Fax: 01865 240379 

MCS is a registered charity dedicated to the education of boys aged 9-18 
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WHAT IS CHRISTIAN EDUCATION? 


CONFERENCE SATURDAY 22 MAY, 1999 
KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL 


K 


ingham Hill is a thriving independent 11-18 
boarding and day school for 230 in the heart of the 

clear Christian 


a 


.Cotswolds with 
commitment, but one which is host to students from all 
the major world faiths. 


An article by 
Headmaster Michael 
Payne, in the September 
issue of The Door, 
discussed the issues 
raised by the question 
what are the essential 
characteristics of 

Christian schools? To 
facilitate further 

discussion, Kingham Hill 
is hosting a conference on 
What is Christian 
Education? to be held at 
the school the morning of 


Saturday 22 May, 1999. 
This allows an opportuni- 
ty to review progress 
made over the last twelve 
months and to learn of 
national developments. 

The main aim of this 
half day conference is to 
give head teachers, senior 
staff, governors, clergy, 
readers and 

interested lay people an 
opportunity to hear and 
discuss what is meant by 
Christian education in a 


The Farmhouse Nursery School 


The Hermitage 
5 Church Green, 
Witney 

Tel: 01993 700797 


Fully qualified staff * 8.30-3.30 
All Pay or Sessional Care 
After School Club 3-6pm (Up to 11 years) 
Holiday Club (up to 11 years) 



variety of Christian 
schools, with different 
traditions and visions. 
Conference members will 
learn abyit 'best practice' 
in such schools, take part 
in discussion and come 
away with a clearer idea 
about what might be .suc- 
cessful in their own 
schools. 

The main speaker Ann 
Holt Director CARE who 
is a leading authority in 
this area. Ann will share 



Burford School 

Cheltenham Road (A40), Burford, Oxon 
STATE SCHOOL 

Day and Boarding Students Aged 11-19 
Number of sixth form on role: 220 

Sixth Form 

We provide a wide range of academic, social, sporting and cultural 
opportunities as well as a relevant work experience package. You will be 
joining a friendly and supportive environment vshere great emphasis is 
placed on the quality of teaching and learning. 

We can offer: 

• 21 A level subjects 

• 10 AS level subjects 

• 4 GNVQ courses 

• a one year Applied Business Skills course 
Our Sixth form facilities include: 

• An excellent library with Internet access 

• A dedicated ICT centre with high quality hardware and software 

• En Suite Careers and Higher Education office/library 

• Two large private study rooms 

• A spacious Common Room with TV/Video, Stereo and Vending Machines and 
Student Telephone 

And much more 

Tel: (01993) 823303 for more information 



her insights into innova- 
tive and effective strate- 
gies currently used to 
improve Christian 
education in classrooms 
and how pastoral support 
in a Christian school 
differs. 

To contribute as a 
delegate or speaker, 
please contact Richard 
Young, Kingham Hill 
School, Kingham, 
Oxfordshire OX7 6TH. 
Tel: 01608 658999. Fax: 
01608 658658. E-mail: 
admissions @kingham- 
hill.oxon.sch.uk or visit 
our web site for regular 
updates at www.king- 
ham-hill.oxon.sch.uk. 


BRUSH IT BETTER 


Developmental 
Integration Technique. 

Improves reading and writing skills, 
ability to concentrate, co-ordination, 
social skills and confidence problems 
associated with:- 

• Dyslexia • Dyspraxia • A.D.D. 

Tel: 01865 776944 for a confidential chat 


CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

BOYS' PREPARATORY, PRE-PREPARATORY 
AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
OXFORD'S CATHEDRAL CHOIR SCHOOL 
OFFERS BURSARIES OF 60% OF FEES TO 
CHORISTERS 



COME AND MEET US AT THE 
ISIS EXHIBITION on 
SATURDAY 23rd JANUARY 
WHY NOT VISIT OUR WEBSITE? 

http y/wkweb5. cableinet.co.uk/cccs/ 





STUDY THEOLOGY 
IN A PLEASANT 
ENVIRONMENT 

Places available next October to 
sutdy for the B.D. and B.Th. 
Degrees of the University of 
Wales at the Theological 
Colleges, Aberystwyth 
(in co-operation with the 
University of Wales, Lampeter). 
Also facilities for study leading 
to Postgraduate degrees 
(M.Th.. M. Phil, and Ph.D.). 
Accommodation is available 
in College. 

Apply to: 

Mrs Susan Lloyd, 
United Theological 
College, King Street, 
Aberystwyth, 
Ceredigion SY23 2LT 
Tel: 01970 624574 
Fax: 01970 626350 
E-mail: 

esl998@aber.ac.uk. 




SUNNINGWELL 
SCHOOL of ART 


The School offers 
professional tuition in a 
range of courses 

PAINTING (all media) 
DRAWING 
SCULPTURE 
POTTERY 

Places still available for 
spring term 


TELEPHONE 
01865 730442 


ABINGDON 

SCHOOL 

HMC Day, Weekly Boarding & Boarding school, 
780 boys aged 11-18 

Entrance 

Examinations 

For boys aged 1 0/ II 

13 February 1999 


We are looking for lively, versatile all-rounders who will enjoy 
the breadth of opportunity and friendly atmosphere 
of Abingdon School. 

For further details please contact: The Admissions Secretary, Abingdon 
School, Park Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 IDE. 

Telephone: 01235 531755 Fax: 01235 536449 

E mail: registrar@abingdon.org.uk Website: http://www.abingdonorg.uk 

Abingdon is a registered charity which exists solely to provide education 




WESLEY COLLEGE 

BRISTOL 

Ecumenical Degree courses in Theology open to all 


THEOLOGICAL STUDIES (B.A./Certificate/Diploma) 


THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY (M.A.) 


I n t r oductor y Cou rses 
Liturgy and Homiletics 
Biblical Studies 
Human Development 
Missiology and World Church 
Spirituality 

Theological and Historial Study 
Pastoral Theology, Care and Practice 
Church History and Doctrine 


Biblical Siudies 

Prophecy 

Old Testament texts 
Law and Narrative 
Hebrew 

Theology and Ethics of the O.T. 
Greek 

Biblical Exegesis 
Pauline Studies 
Gospel Studies 
Salvation in the N.T. 

Theology and Ethics of N.T. 


The ology 

Liberation/Atonement Theology 
Christian Understandings of God 
Philosophy, Science and Religion 
Leading Thinkers in Modem Theology 
Women in the Church 
Incarnation and Trinity 
Christian Anthropology 
Newman Studies 
Asian Theology 


History of C hr is tianity 

Reformation 
Reformation Thought 
Medieval Church History 
Methodist Studies 
Early Church History 
Modem Church History 
Ecclesiology and Ecumenics 


L it tirgy> a nd wor ship 

Liturgy and Homiletics 
Eastern Mysticism 
Sacraments 
Rites of Passage 
Liturgy 


Pastoral Studies 

Pastoral FYactice 
Aspects of Pastoral Care 
Leadership in the Church 
Mental Health 
Counselling 


Religion. Society and Mission 

Chaplaincy in Modem Society 
Christianity, Culture and Liberation 
Interfaith Studies 
Christian Education 


Core 

Church, Ministry and Society 
Research Methods and Dissertation 


Pastoral Ministry and Church Leadership 

Principles of Church Leadership 
Ministry and Church in the New Testament 
Newman’s Pastoral Theology and the English 
Theological Tradition 
Aspects of Pastoral Care 
Theology, Ministry and Spirituality in the 
Methodist Tradition 

Mission and Theology in the context of a Pluralist 
Society 

The Church as a Prophetic and Pilgrim Community 
Christian faith and current global issues 


Liturgy and Church Musk 

Foundations of Christian Worship 

Liturgy and Theology since 1 900 

The Origins of Anglican and Non-Conformist worship 

Music and Musicians in Liturgy 

Liturgy and Culture 


Ethics 

Introduction to Ethics 
Issues in Christian Ethics 
Social Ethics 

Black Theology and Racial Justice 

Many of these modules may be combined with those offered by the Centre for Inter-Faculty Studies of the University of the 1 
Further details: The Academic Registrar, Wesley College, College Park Drive, Henbury Rd, Bristol BSI0 7QD j 

WESLEY COLLEGE IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND, THE DIOCESE OF CLIFTON, THE DIOCESE OF BATH AND WELLS, THE BRISTOL 

FEDERATION FOR THE THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION AND SARUM COLLEGE 


- West of England to form a combined studies degree. 
> Tel: 0117 950 1608 and 0117 959 1200 
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Kieran’s big night out 



Fourteen-year old Kieran Doyle 
slept out in a church porch one 
night last January to raise money 
for Barnardo’s work among young 
people and for the Great Horwood 
Church restoration fund. Kieran, 
who is a pupil at Waddesdon 
School in Buckinghamshire, man- 
aged to raise £600. ‘A lot of people 
have supported me and I am very 
grateful/ said Kieran who did not 
have to spend the night of 
January 9 alone. 


Just over a year ago I was 
faced with a dilemma: I 
had completed a four- 
year teaching degree, but 
had no desire to teach. 

The idea of working overseas 
with street children or in an 
orphanage had appealed for 
some time but no placements 
were available. There was, 
however, an alternative - 
teaching in South America! 

I told myself that teaching 
abroad would be a very dif- 
ferent experience and 
decided to take the plunge. 
Twelve months and two long 
terms later I am back in 
England, having spent a fan 


leaching in Paraguay is the 
answer to Kate’s prayers! 



Kate Neal (centre) with her class of ‘affec 
donate’ eight-and nine-year olds 


tastic year in Asuncion, the capital of Paraguay where I 
have been teaching English as a foreign language to two 
classes of primary-age children at Colegio San Andres, a 
Christian school which is supported by SAMS (the South 
American Missionary Society). 

Staff here hope to instill Christian values in the pupils, 
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most of whom are from affluent back- 
grounds and may well become future 
leaders in their country. Each day we set 
aside time for Bible study and encourage 
the children to pray. 

The benefits of working here far outweigh 
the disadvantages. It is possible to cope with 
the intense humidity, long school day (7.30am- 
3.30pm) and lack of holidays when the 
teaching itself is so much more relaxed than 
in Britain, with far less paperwork and fewer 
restrictive guidelines. It has been a real chal- 
lenge teaching English to Spanish-speakers, 
but I’ve been greatly rewarded by seeing the 
children progress, and by having such fun 
with them, despite the language barrier. 

It is not just school that I have enjoyed, but 
the whole experience of life in a different cul- 
ture: the people and their customs; music, 
food and travel. Paraguayans are very affectionate and I have 
been warmly welcomed into a Baptist congregation where I 
have joined the music group. During holidays I have visited 
the breathtaking Iguazu waterfalls of Brazil and the quaint, 
but beautiful old town of Colonia in Uruguay. Whilst 
Asuncion itself could not be described as beautiful, it is an 
inviting city with much greenery, spectacular 
blossoms and a bright and vibrant atmos- 
phere. There is nothing like a warm 
Paraguayan evening with palm trees silhouet- 
ted against a moonlit sky, and the sound of 
cicadas filling the air. That’s one reason why 
I’ve decided to return. I fly back at the end of 
January for another one or two years - and I 
can’t wait! 

Kate Neal 

Kate, 24, is a primary school teacher and the eldest 
daughter of the Rector of Thame, Canon Chris Neal 


Meet Daniel, our new cartoonist 

Teenager Daniel Collins became a Christian 
in 1993 at a summer camp. Brought up in a 
Christian family, he worships at St Peter’s, 
Farnborough where he sang in the choir 
until his voice broke. He has written and 
illustrated 12 books 
(the Paintbox Parables 
and Paintbox people 
series for BRF) of 
which over 70,000 
books have been sold 
worldwide. 

Daniel is currently 
studying to do prod- 
uct and industrial 
design at university. 
He has a ‘passion’ for 
mountain biking and 
he loves keeping fish. 
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COUNTY 

PRESS 


Hambridge Farm, 
Hambridge Road, 
Newbury, Berks. 
Tel/Fax: 
01635 34050 
For all your printing 
requirements 




‘And 

JIN THE FOURTH 
I YEAR ALL THEIR 
FRUIT SHALL 
BE HOLY, i 
AN OFFERING ' 
OF PRAISE 

to the Lord’ 


Skye Alive wfll be 4 this 
| con** July and we beta* 
this Scripture has been 
given tons as a promise 
that Fathers calling 
Hts chfldren from across 
the Nation to celebrate 
and discover the 

‘Beauty of Holiness’ 

through Holy Spirit stirred 
repentance and sacrificial 
praise. 

FOR FUU DfTAILS P(KM Ot FAX: 

01471 844291 

•l VIITI »•: 

sm ALIVE, Alto OLD CHUtCH, 

AIKD OF SlEAT, 

ISLE OF SKYE. IV45 SIN 


WINTER & 
SPRING BREAKS 

in 

ELEGANT EASTBOURNE 

Easy Parking. Peaceful atmosphere 
Comfortable en-suite rooms. 
Lovely food. 

Come as guests • leave as friends. 

OAKWOOD HOTEL 

28 Jeviagtoo Gardens BN 21 34 HN 
Tel: 01323 721900 


1999 

Europe’s biggest 
Christian Arts 
Festival is moving 

to Cheltenham. 

4 days of music, 
theatre, visual art, 
dance, film, seminars, 
literature and worship. 

Cheltenham 

Baceco ure e 

29th July - 1st August 
Call 0171 700 6585 
to be sent details. 


Why does 
God allow 
such things 



Why does God allow 
such things? 

by 

Dr Richard Steinpach 

In this book, the author explains the 
origins and purpose of all aspects of 
human suffering. These explanations 
help us to understand not just the experiences of the 
present, but the real purpose of our existence. 
Thereafter, it becomes quite clear to us, why God 
allows such things. 

To order this book (a 63 page booklet) please send 
a cheque/ postal order for £3.50 inc. p&p to: 


(iruil Airis Publishing Co. I til.. Di pt. I)\|. 

23 ll.iniillini Road. Sniiiip. knit I ) V 1 5 71111 
lil: MINI JU'> 037*>. Most major iridil .mil debit cards amp till. 


Counselling Courses 

Tutor supported distance leaning with 
audio and video learning aids 

Counselling Skills 

6 month certificate courses 
1 year diploma courses 
2 year diploma course (DipCPC) 
(University accredited with CATS points) 
Theory, Stress and Psychology 
certificate courses 

Study counselling at work or at home 
with expert tuition at a pace to suit yourself. 


Training Videos & Audio Tapes 
Counselling Text Books 
Catalogue Available on request 


Call for your Free Prospectus: 0141 204 2230 
Institute of Counselling, Freepost D08DI 
Glasgow G1 4BR no stamp required 


PARISH CHURCH 

URGENTLY REQUIRES AN 

ORGANIST AND CHOIR TRAINER 

to lead a team which will be responsible for the music of a rural 
church with a thriving mixed choir. Assistant Organist and 
Junior Choirmistress already in post. RSCM affiliated, RSCM 
rates plus fees. Prayer Book tradition. Two choral services each 
Sunday. 

Contact for more details: 

The Revd. B.G. Butler-Smith, The Rectory 
Rotherfield Peppard, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 5JN 
Tel: 01491 628603 


Jardins 


Garden Surveys & Designs 

Abingdon 

Telephone: 
07957 138380 
Page: 04325 179939 

Vale of White Horse 
Design Award 1997 


ANTHONY WESSELY 
BOOKBINDER 

ANTIQUARIAN BOOK RESTORATION. 
RONANS, FOREST ROAD, WINKFIELD ROW 

BRACKNELL (01344) 882782 


Peter Macfartane (Fiddle) 
and Lilian Linden (Piano) 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE MUSIC 
for DANCES , SOCIALS , CEILIDHS , 
PARTIES, WEDDINGS etc 
Lilian Linden. Tel: 01252 629178. 
Mobile: 0370 mi 12 



Margaret ftppCeton 

Interior Design 


Design, supply and installation 
Member of the Guild of Master Craftsmen 


41 Queensway, Dldcot, Oxfordshire 
0X1 1 8LY 

Tel/Fax: 01235 510100 


The Craft & Hobby Store 

Bicester Garden Centre 
Oxford Rd., Bicester. 
(Junction 9 M40) 

01869 369030 

Our friendly and helpful staff are always available 
to advise and offer: 

• Assistance in all aspects of crafts & hobbies 

• An extensive range of craft materials 

• A varied Workshops programme 

• Genuine discounts & special offers 

• Children’s Holiday Workshops 

• In-store Demonstrations & Examples 

Open Tuesday - Saturday 10.00-5.00 
Sunday 10.30-430 
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Oxford 
Diocesan 

PRAYER 
DIARY 

for February 
Edited by Graham Canning 


We pray for the Church and for 
the world and we thank God for 
his goodness. Let us pray to God 
our Father for: 

Monday 1st Newbury Deanery. Please pray 
for the ongoing follow-up to the IMPACT 
Mission to the young people of the 
Newbury area; for our many rural parish- 
es where clergy face particular stresses 
and challenges; for the new incumbents 
in the Deanery: Tom Moffatt, John Wall 
and Vernon Smith; and for the February 
meeting of the Synod. For the rural dean - 
David Cook: synod lay chairman - Eliza 
Mays-Smith 



Tuesday 2nd The Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple (Candlemas) For Christ 
Church Cathedral; for the Dean, John 
Drury, and the Chapter. 

Wednesday 3rd Beedon and Peasemore 
with West Ilsley and Farnborough: clergy 
- Antonia Cretney; reader - Denise 
Brown. Brightwalton with Catmore, 
Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth and 


Fawley: clergy - Adam Smith. 

Thursday 4th Bucklebury: clergy - 
Anthony Holmes. Chieveley with 
Winterbourne and Oare; clergy - Colin 
Scott-Dempster. 

Friday 5th Eastbury with Eas v t Garston: 
clergy - William Stewart. Greenham: cler- 
gy - John Clarke, Stephen Lane. 

Saturday 6th Hermitage Team Ministry: 
clergy - John Coombs, Alan Saunders, 
David Winter, Martin Warren; readers - 
Richard Betts, James Penglase, Jonathan 
West, Christine Winter. 

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT - 
SEXAGESIMA 

Sunday 7th Hungerford with Denford: 
clergy - Andrew Sawyer; reader - Pat Gray. 
Kintbury with Avington: clergy - Debby 
Plummer; readers - Geoff Maddox, 
Marilyn Stubbs. Lambourn: clergy - 
William Stewart. 

Monday 8th Newbury Team Ministry: cler- 
gy - David Cook, Moira Astin, Richard 
Miller, Timothy Astin, Bernard Dagnell, 
John Lewis, John Wall, Rita Ball, Dee 
Castle, Vernon Smith; full time youth 
worker - Ian Macdonald; readers - 
Stephen Gardner, Michael Kerry, Helen 
Burch, Elizabeth Pook. 

Tuesday 9th Shaw cum Donnington: cler- 
gy - Brian Taylor; readers - Michael 
Cooper, Michael Painter; Thatcham Team 
Ministry: clergy -Tom Moffat, John 
Hedges; reader - Marion Fontaine 
Wednesday 10th Welford with Wickham 
and Great Shefford, Boxford and 
Stockcross: clergy - Nigel Sands. West 
Woodhay with Enborne, Hamstead 
Marshall, Inkpen and Comber: clergy - 
Julie Ramsbottom, Charles Packenham, 
Richard Griffiths. 

Thursday 11th Burnham and Slough 
Deanery. Please pray for our single parish- 
es and teams, particularly the West Slough 
Team as they work at a strategy for the 
future and the Upton-cum-Chalvey team 
as they work at ecumenical relationships. 
Also for the sector ministries working 
together and ecumenically through 
Kingsway Connections, and for the visit of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury in March. 
For the rural dean - Simon Brown; synod 
lay chairman - Janet Piggott 
Friday 12th Burnham Team Ministry: cler- 
gy - Simon Brown, Malcolm White, Sue 
Smith, Alan Dibden, Tom Hewson, Mervyn 
Eden. 

Saturday 13th Farnham Royal with 
Hedgerley; clergy - Michael Smith, Philip 
Roberts, Stanley Bedwell, Gordon Briggs. 
Iver: clergy - Brian Skinner? Susan 


Timmins, Alan Bignell; reader - Brian 
Griffiths. Iver Heath: clergy - David 
Reynish; reader - John Mitchell 



Collect for the First Sunday in Lent 

Almighty God 

whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days 

in the wilderness, 

and was tempted as we are, 

yet without sin: 

give us grace to discipline ourselves in 
obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, 
so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
our God, now and for ever. Amen 


THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 
Sunday 14th Langley Marish Team 
Ministry: clergy -Jeremy Hurst, Ian 
Gooding, Christopher Hanson 
Monday 15th Riverside Team Ministry: 
clergy - Bill Knight, Robert Spicer, Peter 
Abrahams, Paul Reynolds, John Harper; 
full-time youth/children’s worker - 
Michael Volland; lay worker - Norman 
Critchell; readers - Alison Hassall, Richard 
Quibell. 

Tuesday 16th Slough St Paul: clergy - 
Michael Cotterell, Tony Cullingworth; 
readers - Bill Birmingham, Richard 
Cholawo, Denise Critchell, Jim Dashper. 
Wednesday 17th ASH WEDNESDAY For 
grace to keep the season of Lent faithfully. 
For religious communities and for the 
promotion of retreats. 

Thursday 18th Stoke Poges - for the 
churchwardens during the inter-interreg- 
num. Wexham: clergy - George Farmer; 
reader - Peter Toms 

Friday 19th Upton-cum-Chalvey Team 
Ministry: clergy - David Miell, Derek West, 
Roger McAvoy, John Newton, Elaine Dunn 
Saturday 20th West Slough Team Ministry: 
clergy - Frank Wright, Ruth Thompson, 


Chris Collinge, John Newton; readers - 
Bob Saunders, Connie Shaw 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Sunday 21st Deddington Deanery. For the 
five parishes of Banbury, that they may 
develop their own identities within the 
new style of ministry. For Wykeham and 
Shires’ Edge and Ironstone recently reor- 
ganised, and the parishes west and south 
of Banbury. For the plans made for the 
Millennium and for the continuing good 
spirit of co-operation within our Deanery. 
For the rural dean - Timothy Wimbush; 
synod lay chairman - Steve Corsby; dean- 
ery youth worker - Rob Tumilty. 

Monday 22nd Adderbury, Milton: clergy - 
John Holbrook; reader - Audrey Bayley 
Tuesday 23rd Banbury: St Francis (Local 
Ecumenical Project) clergy - Les Collinson, 
Ted O’Malley St Hugh clergy - David 
Jackson, Tony Adams; reader - Mary 
Jackson St Leonard clergy - Bruce Walles St 
Mary clergy - David Ineson, Stella 
Fairbairn St Paul: clergy - Bill Townsend, 
Christ Knight, Kay Johnston, Malcolm 
Johnston 

Wednesday 24th Bloxham with Milcombe 
and South Newington: clergy - John 
Stroyan; readers - David Exham, Robin 
Hillman, Linda Shepherd. Bodicote; clergy 
- Ben Phillips; reader - Brian Gardner, 
George Walker 

Thursday 25th Shires’ Edge - Claydon, 
Cropredy, Great Bourton, Mollington, 
Wardington: clergy - Peter Atkinson 
Friday 26th Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hemp ton: clergy - Ken Reeves, 
David Nicol 

Saturday 27th Ironstone - Drayton, 
Horley, Homton, Hanwell, Shenington, 
Alkerton, Wroxton, Balscote: clergy - 
Jeffrey Chard, Henry Ormerod, David 
Addley: reader - Pamela Smith, John Straw 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
Sunday 28th Wykeham - Broughton with 
North Newington, Epwell, Shutford, 
Sibford, Swalcliffe, Tadmarton: clergy - 
Timothy Wimbush, Keith Walklate. 


Prayers are asked for Bullingdon Prison 

The Chaplaincy at Bullingdon Prison have asked 
for prayer: for prisoners transferred from distant 
prisons , because of overcrowding, and their fami- 
lies: the Board of Visitors: for the establishment of 
a staff fellowship group: for those being consid- 
ered for the newly-introduced tagging system and 
for those who administer it. Those who would like 
to pray regularly for Bullingdon can get a prayer 
diary from The Chaplaincy, HMP Bullingdon, P0 
Box 50, Bicester, Oxon 0X6 OPR. 



ORGANIST SOUGHT 

St. Andrew’s Wraysbury 
(Burnham & Slough, Deanery) 
for 3 Eucharists per month (min.) 
plus Choir direction option. 

Please ring Rev John Harper 
01784 481258 


CONTACT International Christian Fellowship 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: No. 1013648 
Many of Moscow's Homeless didn't survive Christmas they 
froze to death! YOU can help save lives this winter by giving 
to our "Moscow Project" 

£1 provides THREE free hot meals for those most at risk. 


DID YOU SURVIVE CHRISTMAS? 


SEND YOUR DONATIONS, PAYABLE TO C-l-C-F TO: 



Ol-C-F P.O. Box 50, Burntwood, Staffs, WS7 8WL < 
Tel/Fax 01543 682565 

http:/www. c-i-c-f.dircon.co.uk/ 



group are seeking 
a lady to sing alto. 

For more information ring 
Peter Bugden on 

0118 9332297 


SPECIALIST 
FRUIT TREE 
CATALOGUE 

1998/99 Catalogue 
ready, FREE 

Special offers on Apples. 
AJso Gooseberries. Rum, 
Soft Fruit, Hops and Grapes 

Deacons Nursery 

Godshill, Isle of Wight 
POM 3HW 

Tel: 01983 840750 or 
Fax: 01983 523575 (24 hrs) 


March for Jesus 

JESUS DAY 

10 June 2000 

Because the millennium 
belongs to Him! 

London, Liverpool, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff & 
Belfast. 

MFJ, Wellington House, 
New Zealand Ave, Walton 
on Thames KT12 1PY 
Tel. 01932 232345 
Home Page: www.gmQ.org 

NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, 
Religious, Poetry, Children’s 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write or send your manuscript to: » a 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 3DQ 



STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 

Please contact : 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


Chri/tian Computer Art 

Pictures for church publicity and teaching 
Free Sampler CD 
33 Bramley Way, Hardwick, 

Cambridge CB3 7XD 
Tel: 01 954 2 1 0009 

Email: lnfo@CC-Art.com 
Web site: www.CC-Art.com W nfrf 


THE WORLD OF 

HILDEGARD 

OF BINGEN 

Heinrich Schipperges 
Burns & Oates 
£19.95 hardback 

Few books produced for the 900th anniversary of Hildegard's birth can 
rival this in beauty and authority. Clear and wide-ranging text by the 
leading authority on Hildegard, beautifully illustrated with superb 
reproductions of virtually all her paintings and background material. 

To order, ring freephone 

0800 146860 




Produce Your Own 

• Magazines ★Newsletters 
★Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Primer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 




With the 


mst 


Digital printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
uluuvs j\uilahlc 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, M oum batten Business Centre 
Southampton S0I5 I HY 


A PILGRIMAGE TO 
THE HOLY LAND 

Led by Rev'd Roger Stillman,- 

Priest-in-Charge, St. Paul, 
Wokingham 

Thursday 4th to 
Sunday 14th 
November 1999 

£875 

Inclusive of day flights from Gatwick to 
Tel Aviv and return, ten nights half-hoard 
accommodation in 
good hotels, all 
travel, entrance fees, 
taxes and gratuities 
Places limited - book 
now to avoid 
disappointment 

Brochures and booking forms from Revd 
Roger Stillman, 

0118 978 0629 











NewStart 

Good Response to Millennium 
Candle Scheme 

Following two recent television pro- 
grammes - Songs of Praise on BBC I and 
the News at Ten on ITV - many more 
people have now heard about the 
Millennium candle and its special safety 
holderThe London office reports a very 
encouraging surge of orders. All incum- 
bents have been sent order forms as have 
most local Churches Together groups. 

I have been able to get hold of a proto- 
type candle and holder which I will be 
taking to meetings. Please let me know if 
you wish to see it. 

Although there is a cost factor involved in 
this project, I am certain that it will be 
money well spent. If funds cannot be 
found to deliver a candle to every home, I 
hope local churches will club together to 
buy them, and also let people know that 
they are available when they advertise 
Christmas and Millennium services. 

New Pentecost 2000 logo 

Jon Willcocks, a member of St James. 
Church in Gerrards Cross, has designed a 
new logo for the Pentecost 2000 event 
which will take place at Weedon Park 
near Aylesbury next year over the week- 
end of June 1 0/1 I.The Millennium office 
likes the logo so much that they have 
asked permission to use it for all events 
taking place that weekend, so we could 
be seeing it all over the country! 

Over 260 churches in Buckinghamshire 
and Milton Keynes now have the logo on 
posters which declare that they are a 
‘patron church’ actively supporting 
Pentecost 2000. More invitations have 
been sent out recently so that other 
churches in the county and Milton Keynes 
have the opportunity of joining in, and a 
warm invitation is extended to any other 
churches in the Diocese 
which will not have the 
opportunity of joining in a 
local event. 

Canon Derek Palmer 
124 Bath Road, Banbury OXI6 0TR 
Tel: 01 295 268201 


m 
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The Adventure 






lAALA: 


>^the 
others excitedly 
told us that the 
Windrush 
Valley might be 
ideal for our 
needs, and that 
she knew the 
Mayor of 

Witney, a small Oxfordshire town on 
the River Windrush! 

‘The Mayor, Andrew Carter, who is a 
committed Christian, and who is now 
our treasurer, invited me to visit 
Witney. Meanwhile Tessa was just com- 
pleting her articles and wrote to a firm 
of solicitors in the town to see if there 
might be a vacancy. She was soon 
offered a job and we moved to Witney 
within two months’. 

The work began slowly with just one 
weekend for 30 young people in the 
first year, building up year by year. Now 
A+ has a staff of four and offers climb- 
ing, canoeing, sailing and archery 
among many other sports as well as 
providing adult training courses for 
youth leaders and activity instructors. 
Every summer they run Total 


Adventure, a multi-activity holiday for 
nine-17-year olds at Cokethorpe Park, 
two miles south of Witney. Set in 46 
acres of parkland, facilities include 14 
different outdoor activities from 
archery to volleyball, and in the 


evenings a ‘high energy roadshow’ with 
a speaker, music, drama, games and 
video, to provide what Jonathan 
describes as ‘credible Christian wit- 
ness*. 

‘The gospel is explored in a way which 
is appropriate for the age group and 
whether or not they have any experi- 
ence of Christianity,’ he explained. 

‘That is why we call it Total Adventure, 
because the young people are not only 
challenged physically, but socially and 
spiritually too’. 

Every year the number of bookings 
increases. Requests come from youth 
groups, churches, schools and adult 
clients requiring management training. 
Adventure Plus also offers activity 
breaks for families or groups of friends 
who want to enjoy outdoor activities 
with qualified instructors. 

Events in 1999 

6-10 April Easter Adventure 
for 14-17-year olds in the 
Forest of Dean and Brecon 
Beacons. £99 full board. 
Training Events 
23-25 April Mountain Walking 
in Snowdonia. £85. 

19-20 June Placid Water Kayak 
Training. Oxfordshire. £50. 
8-10 October Mountain Craft 
(walking). Snowdonia. £60. 
13-14 Nov River Usk and 4-5 
Dec Lower River Dart. Introduction to 
White Water Kayaking. £95. 

For more information write to Adventure 
Plus, Church Lane, Witney 0X8 6LA. Tel: 
01993 703308. Fax: 01993 708433. 


prayers 

brought them from London to the pic- 
turesque Windrush Valley. 

A+ is the operational name of the Fair 
Glade Trust which has been providing 
holidays and outdoor education and 
training courses for the past eight 
years. It began in 1990 when Jonathan 
Cox and his wife Tessa were volunteer 
youth workers at The Clubhouse, a 
Christian community centre in London. 
‘We were very aware that there was a 
real need for an outdoor activity centre 
within 90 minutes of central London,* 
said Jonathan. ‘We had no idea which 
area would be the right one to move to, 
but one evening as we were praying 
about this with a group of friends, one 
of them, a Canadian who did not know 
England very well, said that she had 
heard a word very clearly - but the 
word made no sense to her at all. 

‘She was eventually persuaded to tell us 
that the word was ‘Windrush’. This 
meant nothing to us either, but one of 


business 


Adventure Plus (A-f) has set itself an 
ambitious target. Under their 
Millennium 3000! Challenge, by the 
year 2000, the charity hopes to be run- 
ning activity holidays for up to 3,000 
young people compared with the 1,000 
they accommodate every year at the 
moment. They are also hoping to move 
out of the small office they were loaned 
free of charge, and to find new premis- 
es to 

develop as 
an outdoor 
education 
centre in 
the Oxford 
Diocese. But 
none of this 
should 
daunt the 
team which 
built up this 
Christian 
adventure 
holiday 
business 
after their 


GREYCOAT 

PLACEMENTS 
We seek capable 

HOUSEKEEPERS 

for excellent live-in positions. 

Good salaries, perks and happy households 
available in the area and nationally. 

' Excellent references essential. 

Please telephone Hannah on 

0171 233 9950 

Greycoat Placements 

FRES Member 


‘TftaiupAote 

the place where 
community can happen 

Y AND RESIDENTIAL/EVENTS 
FOR ALL: RETREATS, 
SCRIPTURE/TRAINING COURSES etc. 

Please call Susan or Carol for our 1999 programme 
Preparing the Way for the Future 
Maryvale Pastoral Centre, SnowdenhamLane, 
Bramley, Nr Guildford, Surrey GU5 0DB 

Tel: 01483 892765 Fax: 01483 898076 
www.maryvale.com maryvale@rcd.ab.btinternet.com 



01296 624918 

01296 625301 FAX 
QTWDES10 N@a Ql cpm 



Anne Read - Mosaic Artist 


Working in Glass, Marble and Stone 
Interior and Exterior Commissioned Work 


Intemal/Extemal Murals - Functional Mosaics for Home 
Gardens - Water Features - Receptions/Board Rooms 
Workshop Tuition 


Enquiries Welcomed 


CHILD 

EDUCATIONAL 

ASSESSMENTS 

* At home or at our North Oxford Tutorial Rooms 

* Tests for Maths/English/IQ (5-15 years) 

* Comprehensive Reports Supplied 

* Dyslexia Assessments/Tuition 

* Individual Tuition - Primary to A Level 

* Easter Revision at St Anne's College 

Oxford Centre for Educational Testing 
Gorselands Hall, North Leigh, 

Oxon 0X8 6PU 
Tel: (01865) 880141 
Fax: (901865) 882799 



Fasting and Abstinence David Winter’s 


‘When you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that 
your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is 
in secret ’ (Matthew 6:18). 

With Lent starting this month, this seems a good moment 
to look at the teaching of Jesus on fasting and abstinence - 
all most people seem to know about Lent is that it’s a time 
for ‘giving up’ things! 

Fasting was widely practised by religious people in the 
time of Jesus. It was seen as a way of self-discipline (which 
was good) and a way to gain public kudos (which was bad). 
For Jesus, a true ‘fast’ was a matter of inner discipline, 
which might or might not involve the denial of food or 
drink, but did involve a private and personal decision 
about one’s relationship with God - something that was 
‘secret’ between the Father and his child. True fasting is 
fasting of the heart, an unforced, voluntary, inner decision 
to apply a particular discipline to our lives so that we may 
draw closer to God. It might involve food, or drink, or 
clothes, or an innocent but time-consuming hobby or 
interest. Whatever it is, it should never be imposed on us 
by the rules of others and it should never show itself in 
public displays of piety. Fasting - denying ourselves some- 
thing that is not in itself wrong, but whose absence will 
help to concentrate our minds and free our spirits - is 
meant to be a blessing, not a burden. 



Adapted from Message for the Millennium, the BRF Lent book 
for 1999. David Winter is a minister in the Hermitage Team in 
Berkshire. 








N ew, free 
booklet 
explain 
s and guides, 
ensuring that 


you make the 
right decision. 

Considering buy- 
ing a mobility 
vehicle in the next 
few months? Then 


you should know 
about a new, free 
advisory booklet 
which will 

undoubtedly help 
you to make the 
right decision. 

The easy to read 
booklet contains all 
the answers you 
need to make sense 
of what can be a 
complicated affair. 
It tells you about 
all the different 
models available, 
how they work, 
what happens 
when they go 
wrong and the best 
way to go about 


buying a scooter or 
- powerchair. 

The ‘In’s and 
Out’s of buying a 
mobility vehicle’ 
also arms you with 
a series of ques- 
tions that you will 
want to ask before 
you make your 
mind up, giving 
you all the infor- 
mation before you 
make the important 
choice. 

Get all the facts. 
Produced by 
Disabled Care and 
Mobility your local 
mobility specialist 
‘The In’s and Out’s 


of buying a mobili- 
ty vehicle’ is avail- 
able now, free of 
charge. All you 
have to do is sim- 
ply call our 
FREEPHONE No 
0500 340688 or 


write to Disabled 
Care and Mobility. 
1 Katherine Court, 
Salisbury Avenue, 
Warden Hill, 
Cheltenham, GL51 
5DA 


t 


ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


Hrmpton Jiflii Nursing Rump 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknleld Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 



Healing with 
Marie-France Bewley 

Mrs M-F Bewley has successfully treated many 
patients in Abingdon over the past eight years. 
She is fully trained in the following therapies; 

• Aromatherapy • Reflexology 

• Holistic Massage 

• Manual Lymphatic Drainage (MLD) 

Her work has been blessed by Lord Coggan 
Contact: Mrs M-F Bewley, 160 Oxford Road, 
Abingdon 0X14 2AF (Tel: 01235 555932) 


S ince open- 
ing just 

seven years 
ago Disabled Care 
and Mobility has 
established itself 
as the premier 
mobility specialist 
in the West 

Country. 
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FreelandHouse 

a DOVE CARE nursing and residential home 

Set in extensive lawns and gardens, Freeland House provides 
high quality nursing care in elegant surroundings 

OPENING DECEMBER 1998 

A magnificent new extension offering spacious single en-suite bed- 
rooms, all with garden views and furnished to a high standard. 
The elegant original house has several sitting and dining rooms and a 
programme of recreational activities is available for those clients who 
wish to join in. 

If you would like more information contact 

Matron, Freeland House Nursing and Residential Home, 
Wrosyln Road, Freeland, Nr. Witney, Oxon 0X8 8AH 

Tel. 01993 881258 

Alternatively, please call in when you are passing. 


It has achieved 
this position by sell- 
ing a full range of 
products from small 
personal aids to the 
most sophisticated 
electric powered 
wheelchairs and 
scooters together 
with an expert and 
personal service. 



Disabled Care 
and Mobility is a 
member of the 
British Association 
of Wheelchair 


Distributors so you 
can purchase with 
confidence, that 
your needs will be 
expertly assessed 
and you will not 
suffer the high pres- 
sure sales tech- 
niques which unfor- 
tunately are so com- 
mon today. 

The showroom at 
Warden Hill, 

Cheltenham is easi- 
ly reached from 
both the Gloucester 
and Cheltenham 
areas and is open six 
days a week from 
9.30am until 
4.00pm. There is 
always free parking 


available at the front 
and rear of the shop. 

Additionally cus- 
tomers from 

Wiltshire and Avon 
are supported from 
our local sales and 
service centre at 5 14 
Cricklade Road, 
Swindon and those 
from Bristol, 
Somerset and 
Devon from our 
Taunton Office. 

For free demon- 
strations or a copy 
of our free Mobility 
Booklet phone 
Sylvia on 

Freephone 0500 
340688. 


Marie-France Bewley 

M arie-France Bewley is an extremely well- 
qualified, highly-skilled and experienced 
holistic masseuse and reflexologist. 

She is very professional in her approach to her work and yet 
she expresses an enormous amount of warmth. This means 
that from the outset you feel that you are in very safe hands. 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30ain TO 4.00pm. Tel: 01793 701313 
514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB) SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 



For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors ... and around the home 



WALKING AIDS BATHLIFT STAIRLIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


However, it is 
very clear that her 
work is far more 
than mere skill and 
technique. This is 
certainly a 

prayerful ministry 
and for the patient 
the whole 

experience feels 
like healing. 

You somehow 
know, without her 
saying anything, 
that this is a woman 
with great integrity, 
a profound faith 
and an enormous 
capacity for love 
and compassion. 

She has strong 
but gentle, healing 
hands and the 


massage with 
essential aromatic 
oils is very relaxing 
and extremely 
therapeutic. 

Her therapy is 
particularly 
appropriate for 
Christians because 
there is a real sense 
of connectedness 
between her prayer 
life and her work. 

The treatment is 
given with such 
gentle courtesy and 
reverence for the 
person that you feel 
your body has been 
restored and your 
soul touched. 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer's disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

^ BPI HGTON Near Banbury 

5R>USB Oxon OX17 1SD 

muhnomqmi Telephone: (01295) 750513 


Established 1984 Registered Charity 298739 

Wanta ge 

Counsellin2 Service 

Trained and experienced counsellors. 

For individuals and couples. 

Special provision for older clients and carers 

Telephone: 01235 769744 

6 Newbury Street, Wantage, OX12 8BS 


GEOFFREY 
CHURCH & CO 

YOUR TADLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
for a personal and dignified service at all times 
Tel Tadley 0118 981 4420 
(24 hr service) or 
Tel. Thatcham (01635) 868444 

FUNERALS FURNISHED TO OR FROM 
ANY DISTANCE 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
ALL TYPES OF MEMORIALS SUPPLIED 
AND FIXED 

PRE PAYMENT FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 
48 Bishopswood Road, Tadley, Hants 
and Churchgate, The Broadway, 
Thatcham, Berks. 


To Advertise 

Telephone 

01886 254506 


CHURCH FARMHOUSE 
Holton, Oxford 

A Country House caring for the elderly 

Situated in picturesque location 
in 14 acres of open countryside. 

Fast road to Oxford (7 miles) and 
com>enient to Wheatley (1 mile) 

LONG TERM or SHORT TERM 
HOLIDAY CARE 

All rooms with en suite facilities, TV and 
telephone points with 24 hour nurse call system. 
Lift, assisted bath, comfortable lounges. 
Sunroom leading to gardens, 
patio and level walkway. 

Home cooking, considerate care 
in warm environment. 

Supervised by resident Proprietors 
with dedicated staff. 

SPECIALIST in T.L.C. for the elderly. 

For brochure and further details, ring 
Margaret Shergold S.R.N. on Oxford 872605 
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Mutual Aid Homes 


CALLING ALL 


Our Mutual Aid Homes are 
now able to offer long and 
short term residential or 
respite care to licensed or 
accredited lay preachers of all 
Christian denominations, and 
their spouses or dependants. 
We have homes in delightful 
surroundings at Grange-over- 
Sands, Minehead, Westcliff-on- 
Sea, Woodhall Spa and 
Rickmansworth, and we are 
committed to maintaining a 
Christian community 
atmosphere. 

Our quality of care is highly 
acclaimed and our charges 
compare favourably with any 
other home in the private 
sector. 

Further information may be 
obtained from: 

Godfrey Talford 
Methodist Local Preachers 
Mutual Aid Association 
Head Office: 

Chorleywood Close, 
Rickmansworth, Herts 
WD3 4EG 

Telephone No: (01923) 775856 








Details of the retreat (£95 per person) and 
book from BRF Retreats, The Bible Reading 
Fellowship, Sandy Lane West, Oxford 0X4 
5HG. Tel: 01865 748227. 
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Reading and Bracknell Christian 
Training Programme 

Monday 1 , 8, 15 and 22 March 

Understanding other Faiths. With 
Norman and Denise Critchell of the 
Salem Project in Slough. 8-10pm at St 
Peter’s Church Hall, Earley. Cost £12.50. 

Sat 6 March 

Grappling with the Creeds 
10am-3.30pm at St Andrew’s, 

Priestwood, Bracknell. Cost £7.50. With 
the Revd Keith Lamdin and Judi 
Shepherd. 

Sat 13 March 
Making Meetings Work 
10am-3pm at St Peter’s Church Hall, 
Earley. Cost £7.50. With Revd David 
Rossdale, Rural Dean of Maidenhead. 

To book contact Roy Baxter, R&BCTP, 159 
Beech Lane, Earley, Reading, RG6 5QE. 
Tel: 0118 987 4054. 
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Introducing SAOMC 
Teaching Consultation 
for Minority Ethnic 
Christians 

10am-4pm Sat 6 February 
Diocesan Church House 
Share your experience of God's pur- 
poses for Minority Ethnic 
Christians; find out what the St 
Albans and Oxford Ministry Course 
can offer you, discover what God is 
saying to our Christian minority 
ethnic communities about ordina- 
tion. No charge. Lunch provided. 

To book please speak to Gill Pratley f 
or Mike Butterworth on 01865 
208260. 

T believe this consultation is an 
important step in the life of the 
Diocese. I commend it to all parish- 
es for serious consideration and 
wish you every blessing upon it*. 

4- Richard Oxon. 


l-efanMiwy- 


The service of Blessing of Oils and Renewal of 
Vows for clergy takes place at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford on Tuesday 30 March at 
10.30am. (Not on Maundy Thursday as previously). 


Development and Training in the Oxford Diocese 
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Basic Christian Theology 
Growing in Prayer. 

Tutor Barbara Doubtfire. Fee £22/25 
Feb 20 and March 20, 9.30am-3.30pm 
at St Mary’s Church, Charlbury and 
Feb 11 and 25 and March 11 and 25 
7.30pm-9.30pm at Church House. 
Anglican Worship Today. 

Tutor Revd Colin Randall. Fee £22/25 
At 8pm on Tuesdays between Jan 19 
and March 30 excluding Feb 16. All at 
Christ Church, Long Hanborough. 
Resourcing our church buildings and 
looking towards the Millennium 
Leader Canon Barbara Doubtfire. 
Diocesan Church House 7.30-9.30pm 


on Monday 1 March. 

Money and the Church 

Leader David Haylett. 7.30-9.30pm on 

18 March at Diocesan Church House. 

Portfolio - a taster 

With the Revd Joanna Coney at 

Diocesan Church House, 7.30-9.30pm 

Thu 18 March. 

Pastoral Care 

With Penny Nairne 10am-12.30pm Sat 
13 Feb at The Refectory, St Mary’s 
Church, Kidlington. Fee £5. 

For details of the above courses and 
to book, contact the Revd Patricia 
Freeth, The Vicarage, Mount Skippett, 
Ramsden, Chipping Norton, OX7 3AP. 


The Well 
at St Michael 
and All Angels. 
Amersham 

Resourcing cre- 
ativity and whole- 
ness. Spring cours- 
es to deepen self- 
awareness and 
well-being: inc 
Dancing for Life 
(ten sessions) and 
Aromatherapy 
Massage (six ses- 
sions). Details 
01494 726680. 


Milton Keynes 

The Kingdom on our Doorstep: 
a six-week Lent course looking 
at the ‘wilderness of modern 
city life’. 

Feb 8: Exploring issues of 
Youth Crime, with Steve 
O’Hara, youth magistrate; John 
Horsay, restorative justice co- 
ordinator and David Blyth, 
drugs counsellor. 

Feb 22 Unemployment and 
the future of work. Ian Parker, 
Industrial Chaplain. 

March 1 Milton Keynes 
Christian Council Sector Team 
Partners in Regenerating Older 
Communities. Stephen Norrish. 
All at the Christ the Vine 
Community Church, Jonathans, 
Coffee Hall from 7.45-9.45pm. 
Cost £5 per session (£2.50 con- 
cessions). 

To book :Barbara Albone, 

Milton Keynes Christian 
Trainging Programme Tel: 
01908 311310. 


Cottesloe Training 

The Right to Life: inc abor- 
tion, the environment, 
wealth and power. £3 per 
session. At the Winslow 
Centre, Park Road, Winslow. 
Mondays 7.45-9.45pm from 
Feb 8 - March 15. 

An Ecumenical Look at the 
Early Church 26 January-9 
February. 8-9.30pm at 
Whaddon Independent 
Church. Cost £8. 

Living with Wisdom. Danny 
Sullivan on Thomas Merton, 
11 Feb 8-9 .30pm 15 Weston 
Road, Great Horwood. £3. 
Leading School Assemblies 
Danny Sullivan. 10am-12pm 
at Great Horwood Scout and 
Guide Headquarters. £4. 
Quiet Morning in Lent. 3 
March, 10am-2pm at 
Loagundi, High Street, Nash. 
Take lunch. Cost £4. 

To book contact Sylvia Nutt, 
15 Weston Road, Great 
Horwood, Bucks MK17 0QQ. 
Tel: 01296 713603. 






Pilgrims of Saint Francis 


~R 


Events this year include the International 
Chapter in Tournai in Belgium at Pentecost 
22-24 May; an International Pilgrimage in 
Sweden from Flen to Strangnas from 24th 
July to 2nd August, the National Pilgrimage 
to Ely Cambs 21-28 August. 

For full details send an SAE to Mrs Pam 
Foster, 49 Haughton Road, Shifnal, 
Shropshire TF11 8DF. 


Love at the Oates of Death 


‘Shadowlands’, the story of the late- 
flowering love between CS Lewis 
and Joy Gresham, has been adapted 
as a two-person show for Sylvia Read 
and William Fry (picturedright) who 
are probably the first married cou- 
ple to play this poignant story 
together. For over 35 years, they 
have toured with Theatre 
Roundabout, playing in churches, 
cathedrals, schools and universi- 
ties. Since 1962 their Christian work 
has been sponsored by USPG. 

‘Shadowlands’ will be performed 
on Friday 5 March at 8pm in St 
Mary’s Church, Charlbury.Tickets 
£8.50 (inc glass of wine) available 
from Alan Peebles on 0 1 608 
676394. Proems 
Shorthampton Church. 



The End of the World discussed in Hambleden Valley 

Visiting preachers will each address an aspect of the Millennium theme ‘AD2000 - 
the end of the world?’ at 6pm Evensong on Sundays during Lent. 

February 21 at St Bartholomew, Fingest. Revd John Richards, Pastor of the Elim 
Pentecostal Church, Lane End. 

February 28 at St Mary the Virgin, Turville. Canon Christopher Hall, Diocesan 
Secretary for Christian Concern for One World 

March 7 at St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden. The Very Revd John Drury, Dean of 
Christ Church 

March 14 at SS Peter and Paul, Medmenham. Revd Julia Wilkinson, Team Vicar of St 
Anne’s and St Peter’s, High Wycombe 

March 21 at St John the Evangelist, Frieth. Canon Derek Palmer, Diocesan 
Millennium Officer 

March 28 (Palm Sunday) at St Mary the Virgin, Fawley. Bishop John Bone will give 
the first of his Holy Week addresses. 


(Oxford Centre for Mission Studies 

Leeds-Oxford Seminars. Africa: Religion and Innovation 

Wed 17 Feb: Douglas H Johnson on Religion and Communal Conflict in the Sudan: 
The War against Paganism 

Wed 17 March: Dr Sigvard von Sicard on Mission and Political Power: UMCA mis- 
sionaries and their relations to Muslims in Zanzibar 1864-1885 
Wed 21 April: Dr Deborah Gaitskell on Beyond ‘devout domesticity’. Five female mis- 
sion strategies in Southern Africa 1998-9. 

All seminars take place at OCMS (SS Philip and James Church, Woodstock Rd, 
Oxford) from llam-lpm. Details 01865 556071. 
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from Alan Peebles on 0 1 608 
676394. Proems ft* 
Shorthampton Church. 
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sionanes and tneir relations to Muslims in zanzioar I8b4-i»»a 
Wed 21 April: Dr Deborah Gaitskell on Beyoiid ‘devout domesticity*. Five female mis- 
sion strategies in Southern Africa 15)98-9. 

All seminars take place at OCMS (SS Philip and James Church, Woodstock Rd, 
Oxford) from llam-lpm. Details 01865 556071. 


What’s On is a free service lor readers of The DOOR. If you would like your event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing to the address below before the deadline February 16, 1999 
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Services at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Oxford 


Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion, 10am 
Matins and Sermon, 11.15am Sung Eucharist 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 7.35am Holy 
Communion, 6pm Evensong (Thursdays or 
Major Feast Days 5.35pm Said Evensong and 
6pm Sung Eucharist). 




JANUARY 1999 

Fri 29-Sun 31 THEALE Ecumenical retreat: ‘The 
Jubilee of the year 2000: how to prepare for it and 
how to celebrate it in a divided world’ led by Brian 
Davies, recently Head of Education for CAFOD. 
Details Carol Boulter on 0118 93032182 or email 
CBoulter@aol.com 

Sat 30 OXFORD Study day ‘Dante’s Divine 
Comedy: the Soul’s Journey toward God’, speaker 
John Stewart Allitt. 10.30am-4pm at 2 Canterbury 
Rd. £6/£3. No prior booking needed. Details the St 
Theosevia Centre for Spirituality on 01865 310341. 

FEBRUARY 

Mon 1 GROVE Cornerstone special offer ‘flapjack 
with cup of tea or coffee, 85p’ starts. 

Tue 2 CAVERSHAM GSS Reading Chapter 
Candlemass and Procession 7.30pm at St Andrew’s 
Church. Details David Gillman 0118 959 8102. 

Tue 2 OXFORD In Search of God 7pm in the Old 


MAWTINS Training Day 
Saturday 6 February 

The third Diocesan MAWTIN'S day (Music and 
Worship Together in Service) will be held at the 
Blue Coat School, Reading from 10am-4pm. With 
speaker Derek Tidball, Principal of the London 
Bible College, and John Wardle, south regional 
Director of the Royal School of Church Music. 
Plus workshops on Using the Psalms, Building a 
Music Group, Voice Training and New Music. 
£10/£7.50 each. Booking forms from Hilary 
Haynes, 33 Pound Lane, Sonning-on-Thames, 
Reading RG4 6XD. Tel: 0118 969 3835. 

Music and Worship Foundation and Royal 
School of Church Music open evening 
Monday 8 February 7.45pm 
At St Clement’s Family Centre, Oxford: A pas- 
sionate journey exploring Holy Week and Easter. 
Details M Cox 01865 454078. 



Library, University Church. Tue 2: Money. Tue 9: 
Sex. Tue 16: Drugs. Tue 23: Rock n Roll. 

Wed 3 AMERSHAM St Michael and All Angels: 
anointing and laying on of hands 8pm in the 
Lady Chapel. 

Thu 4 READING Churchpeople’s Luncheon 
Club 1pm St Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. 
£1.50. Revd Canon Anthony Fensome, Rural 
Dean of Chippenham on ‘A long journey on the 
no 9 bus’. To book: Philip Wickens, 467 
Basingstoke Rd, Reading RG2 OJG. Tel: 0118 987 
2878. 

Fri 5 READING Lunchtime concert at St Mary 
the Virgin 12.15pm with Malcolm Stowell. 
Admission free. 

Sat 6 READING Annual Percy Scrivener memo- 
rial concert and dinner 7.30pm at St Giles, 
Southampton St. Details 0118 9572831. 

Sat 6- Sun 7 OXFORD The Religious Quest: week- 
end school including ‘Christian credibility in an 
age of science’ and ‘Dawinism and Divinity’ with 
Dr Kathleen Fenty, Dr John MacQuarrie, and Dr 
Arthur Peacocke. Cost £34-£88 (accommodation 
and meals optional). To book contact The 
Administrator, University of Oxford Department 
for Continuing Education, 1 Wellington Square, 
Oxford OX1 2JA. Tel: 01865 270380. 

Mon 8 - Fri 12 HARNHILL Time Aside with Jesus. 
Time to be with the Lord and grow in the moving 
of the Spirit. Opportunities for personal prayer 
ministry. Full details from The Harnhill Centre, 
Cirencester, Glos GL7 5PX. Tel: 01285 860670. 
Email: harnhill@btinternet.com 

Mon 8 WOODSTOCK Open lecture: Authority in 
the Orthodox Church speaker Bishop Kallistos of 
Diokleia. 8pm at St Mary Magdalene’s Church. 
Details Michael Millard 01993 813368. 

Mon 8 CUDDESDON Revd Dr Judith Maltby and 
Revd Dr Jane Shaw will discuss their contributions 
to the new book Act of Synod - Act of Folly? 7.45pm 
at Ripon College. To book tel 01865 875733. 

Wed 10 OXFORD ‘WATCH’ Eucharist 8pm at 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin to cele- 
brate 10th anniversary of consecration of first 
woman bishop in Anglican Communion (Rt Revd 
Barbara Harris, Suffragen Bishop of 
Massachusetts). Preacher: Revd Dr Judith Maltby. 
Celebrant: Revd Dr Jane Shaw. Followed by party. 
All welcome. 

Wed 10 & 24 READING Choral Evensong at the 
Minster Church of St Mary the Virgin. Cathedral 
style Prayer Book 6.15pm. Sung by Reading Minster 
Midweek Choir. 

Fri 12 COLNBROOK Fuel 3 Valentine’s Dance Party 
for 14-1 7-year olds St Thomas Church, Vicarage Way 
8-11 pm Entry £2. DJFly of Abundant fame with 
Michael Volland and mysetery guest. Please pray 


for this major outreach event! 

Fri 12 OXFORD Concert at St Mary Magdalen’s, 
7.45pm. Collutorio perform Janequin, Josquin, 
Poulenc and Debussy. Tickets £7.50 (cone £5.50) 
from the Oxford Playhouse (01865 798600) and at 
the door. Details Allam Concert Promotion 01865 
510566. Email: allam@acprom.demon.co.uk 

Fri 12 THE SPRING Ignation Spirituality. 10am- 
4pm. Cost £12. To book contact the Administrator, 


Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
with Hedley Feast 

Hear the latest church news and views 
from Oxfordshire and Berkshire on BBC 
Thames Valley every Sunday morning 
from 6~9am on 95.2 and 104.1 FM. 


The Spring, The Lodge, Highmoor Hall, Henley-on- 
Thames, RG9 5DH. Tel: 01491 641167. 

Sat 13 WILLEN Spirituality and the Environment 
Day Workshop 10.30am-4pm The Well at Willen. 
Exploring the connection between spirituality 
and the environment. Details 01908 200675. 

Sat 13 HOOK NORTON Concert by the Musicke 
Companye with music for St Valentine’s Day by 
Handel, Caldara, Vivaldi and JS Bach. 7.30pm at St 
Peter’s Church. Tickets 01608 737172 or on door. 

Tue 16 OXFORD Meeting of the Oxford Council 
of Christians and Jews 8pm at the Religious 
Society of Friends, 43 St Giles. The common roots 
of Christianity and Judaism. Details Elaine Kay 
01865 553917. 

Tue 16 GROVE ‘Fun and Feasting* at the 
Cornerstone with video for young people and pan- 
cakes for all. 

Tue 16 - Sat 20 HIGH WYCOMBE Inter Church 
Productions present ‘Godspell’ at the Wycombe 
Swan. Previous performances sold out so book 
early! Tickets (£5-£14) from Thame Information 
Centre or the box office on 01494 512000. 

Wed 17 OXFORD Ash Wednesday. Holy Eucharist 
with imposition of ashes 8am and 12.15pm 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Fri 19 READING Lunchtime concert at St Mary the 
Virgin 12.15pm with Graham Ireland. Free. 

Fri 19 OXFORD Concert at St Mary Magdalen’s, 
Oxford 7.45pm. The Cherwell Singers perform the 
Mass by Frank Martin and Poulenc. Tickets £6 (cone 
£4) from the Oxford Playhouse (01865 798600) and 
at the door. Details Allam Concert Promotion 
01865 510566. Email: allam@acprom.demon.co.uk 
Fri 19 and Sat 20 EYNSHAM Tearfund Movies: St 
Leonard’s Church presents sketches highlighting 
Third World issues and the work of Tearfund. 
7.30pm. Details Ian Bentley 01865 881323. 


Sat 20 OXFORD Study day ‘Friendship, Sobomost, 
Community’. Speakers Revd Liz Carmichael and Fr 
Gregory Wolfenden. 10.30am-4pm at 2 Canterbury 
Rd. Cost £6/£3. No prior booking needed. Details St 
Theosevia Centre for Spirituality on 01865 310341. 

Fri 26 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley) healing service 
with laying on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 638240. 

Fri 26-Sun 28 OXFORD Conference ‘Seventeenth- 
century Anglicanism: the Tradition Renewed’ at 
The Cherwell Centre, 14-16 Norham Gardens. 
Speakers Nicolas Lossky, Bishop Kenneth 
Stevenson, Julia Smith, Anne Ridler, John Stewart 
Allitt, Peter Doll. Day and residential places. 
Enquiries The Warden, The St Theosevia Centre for 
Spirituality, 2 Canterbury Rd, Oxford OX2 6LU. . 

Fri 26 OXFORD Concert at St Mary Magdalen’s, 
Oxford 7.45pm. The Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir 
perform music for St David’s Day. Tickets £7 (cone 
£5) from the Oxford Playhouse (01865 798600) and 
fit the door. Details Allam Concert Promotion 
01865 510566. Email: allam@acprom.demon.co.uk 

MARCH 

Mon 1 READING Guild office of Guild of Servants 
of the Sanctuary, Reading Chapter 8pm at St Mary 
the Virgin. Details David Gillam 0118 959 8102. 

Sat 3 OXFORD Christians and Jerusalem, Past and 


Women’s World Pay of Prayer 
Friday 5 March 

Bourne End 

Bourne End Methodist Church, Furlong Rd, 
10.30am. Speaker Mrs Dorothy Stanton. Details: 
01628 522498. 

Flackwell Heath 

Christchurch 8pm. Speaker The Revd Liz Norman. 
Details: 01628 522178. 

Gerrards Cross 

St Andrew’s UR Church. 2pm. Speaker Revd Sally 
Davies. Leader: Janies Cox. Tea 3pm. Creche. 

Oxford 

Cowley Rose Hill Methodist Church 2.30pm 
Botley/Cumnor SS Peter and Paul (CofE) 2.30pm 
Headington Quarry Methodist Church 10.30am 
Kennington Church of the Good Shepherd 
(BagleyWoodRd) 2.30pm 
Marston St Michael and All Angels, Mars ton Rd 
(CofE) 7.30pm 

Oxford central Blackfriars Roman Catholic 

Church, St Giles 1pm 

Oxford north St Michael and All Angels, 

Summertown (CofE) 1.30pm 

Oxford south St Matthew Grand Pont 2.30pm, 

and St Francis, Hollow Way 7.30pm. 


Present. Study Day Wycliffe Hall 10am-4pm. £15. 
Tel: 01865 274200. 

Thu 4 READING Churchpeople’s Luncheon Club 
lpm at St Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. £1.50. 
Paolo Scremin will speak on photographing tombs 
of the ancient Egyptians at Saqqara near Cairo. To 
book: tel: 0118 987 2878. 

Fri 5 OXFORD St Mary Magdalen’s, Oxford 7.45pm. 
The Cathedral Singers of Christ Church sing Lenten 
motets. Tickets £7.50 (cone £5) from the Oxford 
Playhouse (01865 798600) and at the door. Details 
Allam Concert Promotion 01865 510566. Email: 
allam@acprom.demon.co.uk 

Mon 8 THE SPRING Guilt - hating the light. Day 
(10am-4pm) with Andrew Walker and Kathleen 
Hopkins. £22. To book contact the Administrator 
Tel: 01491 641167. 

Sat 13 OXFORD ‘Healing and Spirituality in the 
Celtic Christian Tradition’ with Michael Mitton, 
deputy director Acorn Christian Healing Trust. 


What’s On is a free service for our 
readers. We try to fit in as many 
requests as possible but cannot guar- 
antee that your entry will be Included. 


Cost £20 inc lunch. 10am-4pm at St Matthew’s 
Parish Centre, Grandpont. Details OCIC (Oxford 
Christian Institute for Counselling) Tel: 01865 
790950. 

Mon 15 OXFORD Oxford Council of Christians and 
Jews 8pm Jewish Centre, Richmond Rd. Dr Brian 
Klug will speak on the UK census form. Details 
Elaine Kay 01865 553917. 

Sat 20 BRACKNELL Bracknell Deanery Day with 
workshops amd worship for all. 9.30am-4pm at 
Ranelagh School. The day will end with a Eucharist 
led by Bishop Dominic. Details: 01344 422628. 

NOTICES 

I recently inherited an etching of my ancestor John 
Frederick Mackaness, Bishop of Oxford 1870- 
1889. 1 would appreciate any information you can 
provide about him via email: ahunter@key.net.au 
or by post: John Roderick Mackaness, 139 Carr 
Street, Grafton, NSW 2460, Australia. 

The Catholic Social Welfare Society seeks dona- 
tions to support its project to build a church and 
shelter for the needy in Kolsewadi, Maharashtra, 
India. Details email cath_welfare@yahoo.com 

Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday (March 28) made in 
Nongoma, Zululand. Donations of £9 per 100 cross- 
es invited, crosses available in multiples of 50. Last 
year £18,000 went to local churches and hospitals. 
Write to Palm Cross Administration Office, 
Emmanuel Church, Weston Favell Centre, 
Northampton NN3 8JR. Tel: 01604 784330. 


The DoorPost is a supplement to The DOOR and is published by the Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance. The DOOR is published ten times a year (not in August 
or January) and is distributed free of charge to CoE churches in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. Artwork by Simon Smith. 

Editorial address: The DOOR, Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 ONB. Telephone: 01865 208200. Fax: 01865 790470. Email: door@oxford.anglican.org 
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BDHC 


Banbury District Housing Coalition 
of Churches and World Faith Groups 

“Working together for 
people in housing need” 
Hon. Secretary: Banbury 720627 

A Registered Charity No. 1067726 
providing housing for those in need 


DON'T MISS THIS ONCE 
IN A MILLENNIUM 
OPPORTUNITY 


Save the Children Y 

SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND 

We welcome donations to further our cause 

AT HOME AND OVERSEAS. 

Also volunteers are needed to raise funds 

AND TO WORK IN OUR SHOPS. 

For more information, please contact 
Graham Evans, Area Manager, 

5 Lipscombe Place, Carterton, Oxon 

Phone 01993 841 928 


HELP THE Aged is reminding 
older people in rural areas that the 
final closing date for applications 
for a Help the Aged Millennium 
Award is 31 March 1999. 

If you are over 60 and live in a rural area, 
don't miss this 'once in a millennium' 
opportunity. Awards of between £1,000 
and £10,000 are available to help you start 
a new project that uses your skills and life 
experience to benefit your community. 

Why not share your interests, pass on 
your skills, start a 
new activity or 
provide a needed 
service? All sorts of 
projects are eligible. 



serious or fun.Among almost 260 projects 
which have so far shared over £1 million 
are a lunch club in Winnersh, a bowls club 
in Brill and painting classes in Newport 
Pagnell. 

The Help the Aged Millennium Awards 
are funded by the Millennium 
Commission. 

If you are 

* Over 60 

* An individual or an informal group of 
up to five people 

• In a rural area 

• Wanting to start a project with 
community benefit. 

Why not ring for an application form 
now? 


0171 250 4477. 



GREENSLEEVES HOMES TRUST 

TICKFORD 
ABBEY 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 

FOR THE ELDERLY - 

FEES FROM £200 PER WEEK 

PERMANENT OR TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION. INDIVIDUAL ROOMS, MANY 
EN-SUITE. ALSO TWIN ROOMS AVAILABLE. SET IN BEAUTIFUL EXTENSIVE 
GARDENS, GOOD HOME COOKING. A CARING AND HAPPY ATMOSPHERE. 
STAFF ON DUTY 24 HOURS. 3 SPACIOUS LOUNGES AND CONSERVATORY. 
REGISTERED WITH THE LOCAL AUTHORITY. 

APPLY TO THE DUTY MANAGER, TICKFORD ABBEY 
PRIORY STREET, NEWPORT PAGNELL 
BUCKS MK16 9AJ. 01908 611121 


Help For The ELDERLY and 
DISABLED 
In Oxfordshire 

COMMUNITY ALARM SCHEME 

* 24 HOUR HELP ON CALL - 365 DAYS 
A YEAR 

* SAFETY, SECURITY AND 
INDEPENDENCE 

► FULLY TRAINED, FRIENDLY STAFF 

* LOCAL CONTROL CENTRE 

For further details telephone: 

Oxford City Council Control 
Centre on Oxford 

(01865) 742138 



IS YOUR CHILD 



learning disabled; physically disabled; epileptic; cerebral'] 
palsied; Down's Syndrome; poorly co-ordinated; autistic, 
hyperactive; ADD; ADHD; dyspraxic; dyslexic; clumsy;' 
disorganised; unable to concentrate; a poor reader? 

Keith Pennock, author of 'Rescuing Brain Injured Children', is holding ' 
5-day introductory Courses at the Alison Centre for Brain Injured 
Children, for parents who wish to improve the quality 
of life of their children. 

For more information, or a copy of the book, 

PLEASE CONTACT 

‘The Brain-Net Family Unit’ 

8 Cypress Drive, Puriton, Bridgwater, Somerset TA7 8AQ 
Tel/Fax: 01278 683588; e-mail Keith Pennock@compuserve.com 
Please visit our internet site: http://www.btintemet.com/~brain.net 




There can be no greater 
tragedy than to be told that your 
child suffers from a terminal ill- 


ness . 


React helps children in the UK suffering from life-limiting illnesses and their 
families. We provide medical and domestic equipment unavailable from any 
other source, holidays, home nursing care and sometimes, sadly, 
funeral expenses. 

React funds a full-time community nurse who supports gravely ill children 
in Oxfordshire. 

Please remember a terminally ill child in your region this Christmas 
by sending a donation to: 

Rev. Christopher Pulford, Development Director, React, 

St. Luke’s House, 270 Sandycombe Road, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 3NP. Tel. 0181 940 2575. 

Research Education and Aid for Children with potentially Terminal illness. 
Registered Charity No. 802440. 




Women’s Royal Voluntary Service 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

MEALS ON WHEELS ■ HOSPITAL & MAGISTRATE 
COURTS TEA BARS • EMERGENCY SERVICES 

2 HOURS -ANY DAY- MONTHLY 

OR MORE IF YOU FEEL ABLE! 

There's a WRVS project near YOU 

FREEPHONE 0800 783 5687 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

WRVS Thames Area Office, Unit 3, 2 Richfield Avenue, 
Reading, RG1 8EQ. Registered Charity number 2520413 


INSPECTION REPORTS ON 
NURSING AND CARE HOMES 

in Berkshire are available to the public. 
You can get a copy of the latest report on a Home either 
from the Home itself, or from:- 

For Nursing Homes: 


Nursing Homes Registration Manager, 
Berkshire Health Authority, 
57-59 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2BA 
Tel: 0118 982 2903 

For Residential Care Homes: 


The Inspection Unit, West Berkshire Council, Unit 6, 
Commerce Park, Brunei Road, Theale, 
Berkshire RG7 4AB 

TEL: READING (0118) 930 6000 FAX: (0118) 930 5757 


ADULT PLACEMENT 
SCHEME 

FOR ADULTS WHO WOULD 
LIKE TO BE IN A HOME - 
YOURS 

Start the New Year with a new 
opportunity working in your own 
home and sharing some time with 
an adult who needs care and 
support. 

The Adult Placement Scheme 
offers a minimum of £220 per 
week/pro rata with training apd 
ongoing support in return for day/ 
overnight or longer term care. 

For details, contact: 

01865 375515 


THE 

BANBURY 

DISTRICT 

HOUSING 

COALITION of 
Churches and World 
Faith groups was 
founded in 1992 to help 
homeless and poorly 
housed people. The 
Coalition is managed 
by volunteers from 
local churches and 
operates the Beacon 
Centre, a day time 
drop-in centre, and a 
Rent Deposit Guar- 
antee Scheme which 
has enabled over 400 
people to move into 
better homes. New 
projects are under 
consideration. Though 
Banbury is not a large 
town, there is a 
pressing need for 
emergency accommod- 
ation, especially for 
young people. Copies 
of "Scratching the 
Surface", a recent 
report on this subject, 
are available from the 
Secretary, tel: 01295 
720627. 


COUNTY VCOUNCIL1 




UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



^ For a helping hand 

% 01494 678503 

"^Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfitld. Buds HP9 21] 


DAVID WASLEY 

M.A.*ATODipAD*FMGP 

Designer/Artist 
in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR 

AND 

RESTORATION 

SPECIALIST 

Telepfione/Facsimile 

01494 773712 


Oxford Aunts 

& Nursing Agency , 



We have been helping the elderly 
and disabled to stay in their own 
homes for 30 years now. 

We can offer home help to full 
care. 

Day and Night visits from 2 hours 
to 24 hour residential. 

Please call us for further details on 

01865 791016 for day care 
01865 791017 
for residential care 

Licensed by the Department of Employment and 
by the Oxfordshire CC as a Nursing Agency 



Telephone 


kaigdix 


Help the Aged 

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE TO BE 
ONE IN A MILLENNIUM 

If you are 60 or over and live in a rural community, 
the Help the Aged Millennium Awards are for you 
Awards of between £1,000 and £10,000 are available to help 
you start a new project that uses your skills and life 
experience to benefit your rural community 

• gardening clubs • Internet training • local history 

• music • carers' groups • transport • video diaries 

• tea dances • information booklets • exercise classes • 

Why not ring for an application form NOW? 

0171 250 4477 


RED CROSS WEEK 
2-8 May 1 999 

Collectors welcomed 
in the following areas 
OXFORDSHIRE, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

- call Linda on 01865 557377 

BERKSHIRE 

- call Anne on 0 1 1 89 666645 



ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 
Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 
Economy dentures for senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 
Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 
Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 




all our denturists are qualified by 

THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 


174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 








